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To place an advertisement in this   

magazine, please email:                                        
stgsmagazine @googlemail.com             

or phone: Marion Elliott 01743 792256 
 

Disclaimer: each advert in this magazine 

has been devised by the advertiser          

in question.                                             

St. George’s church accepts no                 

responsibility for the standard or quality 

of goods and services provided.            

St. George’s church accepts no liability   

for any loss or damage arising from     

acceptance of any advertised trading. 

 
Pontesbury WI meets  on  

the second Monday of each 
month (except August),                      

at 2.00pm                                        
in Pontesbury Public Hall.     

 
New members 

are always   
welcome. 

   

May 2022 

St. George’s Pontesbury 
 

Magazine 50p 
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Rector  
    The Revd. Greg Smith  
   07902 794653       
    

Greg’s DAY OFF is FRIDAY 
 

Churchwardens 
 Mr Allen Marsden             791822 

Mrs Mary Worrall             791069 
Assistant Churchwardens 

Mrs Helen McCall 790296 
                 mobile 07985 312192 
Mrs Heather Ryder  790359 

Treasurer 
Position vacant  

PCC Secretary 
Mrs Valerie Butterworth 790587 

Organist & Choirmaster 
    Dr Paul Bracken    0795-167-4428 
West End Room Booking 

Contact Mrs Mary Worrall 791069 
 

 

Friday Club 
Mrs Mary Worrall 791069 

Little Dragons 
Mrs Valerie Butterworth 790587 

Mothers’ Union 
Mrs Marion Elliott 792256 

Prayer Chain Coordinator 
Revd. Shirley Small          791885 

Parish Visitors Team 
Mrs Marion Elliott              792256 

Bell Tower Officers 
Captain: Mrs Sheila Bower 790294 

Website 
Mr Richard Elliott 792256 

    webmaster@st-george.org.uk 
Magazine Editor 

Mrs Sheila Bower 790294 
Advertisements 

Mrs Marion Elliott             792256   
Printing team 

Mrs Carolyn Lewis 860714  
stgsprinting@gmail.com  

The Parish of Pontesbury 
Contact details: 

Contributions for St. George’s Magazine should be in by  
the 15th of the previous month.  It may not be possible to include until                                

the following month contributions which are received after this date. 
 

Send e-mail & attachments to stgsmagazine@googlemail.com 
 

Please post handwritten articles to Ford Place, The Bank, Pontesbury Hill, SY5 0XX. 
 

Website: www.st-george.org.uk      
 

Items for inclusion in the Deanery News to be submitted by 10th of previous month to 
Alison Bebb - Keepers Cottage, Cruckmeole, Shrewsbury, SY5 8JN 

  Telephone: 01743 860158                         email: alisonbebb5@gmail.com 

 

QUOTE: The way to do a great deal is to keep on doing a little. 
The way to do nothing at all is to be continually resolving that 

you will do everything. - C H Spurgeon 
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PHIL GRIFFITHS 
Local Plumber 

 
Tap Replacement  

and Plumbing Repairs Undertaken. 
New Taps Supplied and Fitted. 

Full Range available. 
Established 35 years.  

 
Tel: 01743 790046 

Mobile : 07970 010148 

 

HIGNETTS OF 
PONTESBURY LTD. 

Established 1919 
Butchers * Bakers 

Greengrocers * Flowers * Fish 
tel: 01743 790228 

SUZANNE 
CLASSIC HAIR 

 
Main Road, Pontesbury 

 
Tel: 01743 791186 

 

PONTESBURY  
PHARMACY 

 
Dispensing Chemist 

 
Your  

Local Community Chemist 
 

“ASK YOUR PHARMACIST” 
 

Your health is our concern 
Our aim is your satisfaction 

 
01734 790273 

mailto:webmaster@st-george.org.uk
mailto:stgsprinting@gmail.com
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    LIFTING UP OUR EYES  
                       with Greg Smith 

 I write at a time when we have been almost overwhelmed by 
death in Pontesbury. In the space of a few short weeks, we have lost 
Fiona Fields, Arthur Morris, Jean Rogers, Dorothy Headland, Brian Pe-
trie, Rose Roberts, and Tony Rogers (and doubtlessly others besides). 
While their combined age runs to several hundred, the grave sense of 
grief and loss that their deaths leave behind cannot be underestimat-
ed. When someone dear to us dies, we lose both what they have been 
(the memories, the jokes, the funny anecdotes, those things that 
made them peculiarly them) and also what they might have been. 
When someone is taken from us prematurely, there is less of what 
they were and much more of what might have been; while when 
someone lives a full and good life, there is plenty of what has been 
and rather less of what might have been. 
 The bucket list is a relatively new phenomenon — the things we 
want to do before we die - but unlike some modern innovations it has 
much to commend it. I am an inveterate traveller (although the post-
Covid hurdles have rather discouraged me from leaving the United 
Kingdom) and thoroughly enjoy seeing new places and have managed 
to tick a few things off the list in recent years – kissing the Blarney 
Stone, visiting the Giant’s Causeway, cruising the Fjords, trips to No 1 
court at Wimbledon, the Ryder Cup and visiting John O’Groats and 
Land’s End in the same year. There are a few trips that may now be 
beyond me. I don’t think I will ever be fit enough now to climb Ever-
est and a visit to St Petersburg isn’t one that many travel agents will 
be offering any time soon. The purpose of the bucket list is to reach 
one’s death bed with as few regrets as possible, while at the same 
time offering comfort to our loved ones. 
 However, we should not lose sight of the importance of relation-
ships: spending quality time with children and grandchildren rather 
than acceding to the demands of the job; repairing friendships that 
have gone wrong (sometimes all it takes is one phone call) and of 
course nurturing our relationship with the Almighty One, with whom 
we will spend all of eternity. 
 I am not a fan of “I did it my way”, often played at funerals, 
hoping I may be able to say at the end “I did it His way”, but I do like 
“regrets – I’ve had a few, but then again too few to mention”. May we 
all be able to say this at the end. 
 
Every blessing 
Greg 
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Dorothy Headland R.I.P. 
 
There will be many people who have 
more memories and knowledge of 
Dorothy’s time here in Pontesbury, 
and before that in Pulverbatch than I 
have, but I write as her next door 
neighbour for just 16 years.  In 
these years we had many conversa-
tions so I learned of her life, the 
overriding impression being that 
Dorothy’s life was one of committed 
faith and service in the work of the 
Lord, from being a great support as 

a Vicar’s wife to Jim during his ministry in London, Shropshire and 
Norfolk before returning to Shropshire for their retirement in   
Pontesbury. 
 
Born into a Jewish family, at the age of 18 felt she and heard the 
call to follow Jesus; and so it was that Dorothy became a Christian 
which changed her life. 
 
Dorothy was a member of St George’s but she, and Jim before he 
died, were just as happy attending the Baptist and Congregational  
Churches in Pontesbury. They also enjoyed fellowship and lunches 
at Holy Trinity Belle Vue, and so made many friends.  
 
For many years Dorothy was Reader and supported the clergy in 
the Deanery; she involved herself in parish visiting when needed. 
On retirement she was bestowed as Reader Emeritus. 
Prison Fellowship was another of Dorothy’s commitments visiting 
at Shrewsbury Prison and taking services there.  
Dorothy’s  membership of the Mothers’ Union spanned 63 years. 
She was always interested in the work that the MU was doing 
across the world, and although too frail to attend our meetings 
liked to be kept informed. 
 
Dorothy enjoyed reading and during lockdown revisited the clas-
sics in her bookcase as well as several autobiographies, one being 
Terry Waite’s, which she’d read several times over in the years  
prior to lockdown. She liked to write poetry (which I typed for 
her), and was pleased when occasionally her poems would be    
included in the church magazine.  
 
A long life well lived, we will miss her.                       Marion Elliott 
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Clues down cont. ... 
 

12  Acquire(2Timothy2:10)(6)                           14  Container cover(Numbers19:15)(3) 
15  ‘He...became obedient to death, even death on——!’ (Philippians 2:8) (1,5) 
19  Refrain(1Peter2:11)(7) 
20  ‘She began to—his feet with her tears’(Luke7:38)(3) 
24  One who worships Brahma, Vishnu or Shiva(5) 
25  ‘Give to everyone who—you’(Luke6:30)(4) 
26  ‘I lift up my eyes to the hills; where does my—come from?’ (Psalm 121:1) (4) 
27  One of those whom the Lord said would be taken from Jerusalem and Judah as 
judgment on them (Isaiah 3:2) (4) 

 

Miscellaneous QUOTES:  
 

He who kneels before God can stand before anyone. - Anon 
 

Serenity is not freedom from the storm, but peace within it.- Anon 
 

We don't change God's message - His message changes us.- Anon 
 

Plan ahead - it wasn't raining when Noah built the ark.- Anon 
 

When God ordains, He sustains.- Anon 
 

Deciding not to choose Jesus is still making a choice.- Anon 
 

If God is your co-pilot - swap seats.- Anon 
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Here are the Sunday Service details, and the readings  
which you may enjoy at home if you are unable  

to join a church service this month.  

Readings and Services for this MONTH 

Date Service Readings 

1st May 
3rd Sunday  
of Easter 

Morning Worship 
10.30am 
  

Acts 9: 1-6 
(Revelation.5:11-end) 
John 21:1-19 

3rd May 
(Tuesday) 

Tea Service 
2pm 

  

8th May 
4th Sunday  
of Easter 

Holy Communion 
10:30 am 

Acts 9: 36-end 
(Psalm 23) 
John 10: 22-30 

15th May 
5th Sunday  
of Easter 

Holy Communion 
10.30am 

Acts 11:1-18 
(Revelation. 21: 1-6) 
John 13: 31-35 

22nd May 
6th Sunday  
of Easter 

Holy Communion 
10.30am 

Acts 16: 9-15 
(Revelation.21:10,22-22.5) 
John 14:23-29 

26th May 
(Thursday) 
Ascension Day 

Holy Communion 
7pm 

Ephesians 1:15-end 
Luke 24:44-end 

29th May 
7th Sunday   
of Easter 
(Sunday after  
Ascension Day) 

Morning Worship 
10.30am 

Acts 16:16-34 
(Revelation 22:12-14,16-
17,20-end) 
John 17:20-end 

 

QUOTE: Anxiety is an attempt to carry the burden  
of the future oneself; prayer is leaving it safely  

in the hands of God. - Anon 
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Job Vacancy 
St George’s Treasurer 

 
After 27 years as loyal Treasurer at St George’s Church, Gerald Worrall is 
retiring this Easter. Therefore, the church is looking for a replacement and is 
hoping that someone reading this might be interested.  
 
While the day-to-day responsibilities can be handled internally (counting and 
banking of monies), the record keeping requires someone with a basic 
knowledge of accounts, who may or may not be a member of the church. 
This can be done remotely but would entail providing quarterly reports to 
the church council.  
 
While ill health prevents Gerald from continuing in role, he has kindly of-
fered to provide a full induction and ongoing support during the first year. A 
small annuity is payable.  
 
If you would like more information about this, please get in touch with  
Greg Smith on 07902 794653  
or rectorpontstip@gmail.com 
or Gerald Worrall at worrallwaverley@hotmail.co.uk 

Alpha 
The Alpha course has become the nation’s most popular means of 
exploring the Christian faith. It is a ten-week course designed to 
lay out the faith in systematic order, covering subjects such as 
Who is Jesus; Why did Jesus die; How should I pray; Why and how 
should I read the Bible?  

The course is ideal for those wanting to explore whether the Chris-
tian faith is for them; as well as longstanding Christians who are 
not sure about how it all fits together.  

The course begins on Tuesday May 3rd and will be hosted at The 
Deanery in Pontesbury (opposite Hignett’s). Each session will begin 
with a full meal, followed by a talk, and then will allow for small 
group discussion. For further information or to secure a place, 
please contact Sue on atxst3@exmail.nottingham.ac.uk 
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Your PUZZLE for May 

Across 
1  Overpowered (Deuteronomy 11:4) 
(11) 
9  ‘The — are mantled with 
corn’ (Psalm 65:13) (7) 
10 ‘Each man—a sword to his 
side’(Exodus32:27)(5) 
11  On the death of Jesus the curtain 
in the temple was torn from— to 
bottom (Matthew 27:51) (3) 
13  Stagger (Isaiah 28:7)(4) 
16  ‘Anyone, then, who knows the 
good he ought——and doesn’t do it, 
sins’ (James 4:17) (2,2) 

17  Stir up or provoke(Acts13:50)(6)                                      18  Burden(Luke11:46)(4) 
20  ‘As far as the east is from the—,so far has he removed our transgressions from 
us’ (Psalm 103:12) (4)                                                                21  Sign (Luke23:38)(6) 
22  ‘After that, Jesus poured water into a basin and began to—his disciples’ 
feet’ (John 13:5) (4) 
23  The nature of the seven ears of corn which swallowed up the good ears in Phar-
aoh’s dream (Genesis 41:23) (4)                                              25  Has(anag.)(3) 
28  ‘This is the account of Shem Ham and Japheth,—sons’ (Genesis 10:1) (5) 
29  ‘I will...make them drunk, so that they...sleep for—and— awake’ (Jeremiah 
51:39) (4,3) 
30  Paul said of him,‘ he often refreshes me and is not ashamed of my chains’ (2 
Timothy 1:16) (11) 
 
Down 
2  Worth (Matthew 13:46) (5) 
3  ‘A bruised — he will not break’ (Matthew 12:20) (4) 
4  ‘Suddenly a great company of the heavenly — appeared with the angel’ (Luke 
2:13) (4)                                                                                          5  Slip (anag.) (4) 
6  ‘Take an awl and push it through his — — into the door, and he will become your 
servant for life’ (Deuteronomy 15:17) (3,4) 
7  Bountiful (2 Corinthians 8:2) (11) 
8  ‘Therefore, as we have — , let us do good to all people’ (Galatians 6:10) (11) 

mailto:rectorpontstip@gmail.com
mailto:worrallwaverley@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:atxst3@exmail.nottingham.ac.uk
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case of Neanderthals, at the same time. 

Part of the exhibit included lifelike reconstructions of the face and 
hair of several different hominins, displayed on pillars at the right 
height for each species. So I could crouch down to ‘meet’ Homo 
floriensis or stand tall to look into the eyes of Homo heidelbergen-
sis. Most of these – beings? creatures? – were on other branches 
of the evolutionary tree to us, and we share a common ancestor 
much further back. I did, however, feel as if I was meeting my 
forebears. 

As I walked between the statues I asked myself, “Why us?” 
There’s evidence that Neanderthals used symbolism as we do, and 
alsoburied their dead. Did they have the potential to evolve to a 
point where they could do similar things to us? The curator ex-
plained how, as the ice ages came and went, human beings moved 
around but other species appear to have stayed put and suffered 
the consequences – they just weren’t ready yet for that big 
change. As I took in the displays about how we began to gather 
socially around a fire, make music or write, I felt humbled. We 
managed to adapt, but we could so easily have disappeared with 
the rest. 

In his book The Message of Creation, theologian David Wilkinson 
shares his view that being made in the image of God has nothing 
to do with our own cleverness or abilities, but is a gift. God creat-
ed us on purpose (I believe through the long slow process of evo-
lution) and chose to enter into a relationship with us, making us 
His representatives on earth.  
 
Thankfully I don’t have to figure out how to interact with other hu-
man-like hominins today. I do, however, have an equal share in 
humankind’s God-given commission to tend and keep creation. Am 
I ready to go further than ensuring my own species’ survival - not 
necessarily because we have evolved further than our ice-age an-
cestors, but because I have one of the ‘new hearts’ promised in 
Ezekiel 11:19? Can I work together, in a true spirit of humility, 
with people from all over the world to ensure the full diversity of 
life can flourish? 
 
*For resources on this question, try the Faraday Institute,                      
BioLogos, and Christians in Science. 
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St. George’s Prayer Chain  is a small group of people who believe 
that prayer can make a difference. Each person within the group offers 
daily prayer for anyone who asks for prayer.  
 

If you yourself or someone you know needs special prayer                   
for any reason, please contact                                                             

Revd. Shirley Small  01743 791885.  
 

All information given is given in confidence.  
A name is enough if that is all you wish to give. 

This month’s Tea Service …  
 

… will be at 2.30pm in the WER on Tuesday 3rd May. 

Our Local and Church COMMUNITY 

    St. George’s  PARISH VISITORS 
Would you, or someone you know, appreciate some help or a phone call? 
Maybe you’re feeling lonely,  isolated, in need of support and friendship?  
       St. George’s Church has a team of friendly people  who would love    

to phone or visit you - if we can help, we will !  
   

                         Call in confidence:  
                         Phone Marion Elliott  01743 792256 

OASIS 
The group is now meeting on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month      

at Minsterley Methodist Chapel from 12-1.30pm and is for anyone who has 
suffered recent bereavement. Oasis offers lunch and companionship           

to people going through difficult times. 
 

Heather Ryder is the contact and may be reached at  
ryder928@btinternet.com or 01743 790359 

 
 
 

… will be meeting in the WER in church  
on Tuesday 24th May at 2.30pm. 

mailto:ryder928@btinternet.com
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. 
On Tuesday May 31st at 2pm St George’s 
Church hosts its second gathering of St 
George’s Explorers, aimed at families and all 
those who love the outdoors. Explorers plac-
es the emphasis on exploring God’s world and 
the Christian faith 
Our meeting will include an adventure in the 
church grounds, looking for things that make 
us go “WOW”, followed by songs, activities, 
story, and refreshments. We look forward to 
welcoming you then.  

Any enquiries to Greg Smith at rectorpontstip@gmail.com 
Half Term Fun for the whole family 

A poster seen in the porch of  
Nantgwyllt Church in the Elan Valley in Wales: 

 

CHURCH POSTER 
 

When you enter this Church it may be                  
possible that you hear ‘The Call of God’. 

 
However, it is unlikely that He will call you                          

on your mobile. 
 

Thank you for turning off your phone. 
 

If you want to talk to God, enter, choose                   
a quiet place and talk to Him. 

 
If you want to see Him, then                                    

text while driving. 
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God in the SCIENCES   

first Passover, the gathering of the manna in the wilderness, and 
Elijah wakened by the angel to eat and drink before setting out for 
Horeb. Signs of sacrifice, the Passover of the old covenant, daily 
food and food for the journey – all key aspects of the communion 
we celebrate and share in.  
 
Just as the theological faculty reminded Dirk Bouts of all these fac-
ets, so the artist is reminding us of the richness of the distinctive 
meal we have as Christians. When we see the bread and wine tak-
en up and offered, we remember not only the Last Supper, when 
Jesus fed His disciples with the sacrifice of His life, but those occa-
sions when God reached out to feed His people of old. We rejoice 
that the food our Lord gives us in the Eucharist feeds us now and 
enables us to make our journey through life to the eternal banquet 
offered in the heavenly kingdom. 
 
 

Dr Ruth M Bancewicz, who writes this series on the positive relationship 
between Science and Christian faith, is Church Engagement Director at 
The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion in Cambridge                                               
                                                                                   

                                       Humility 

 

 

 

 

 

A few years ago I visited the Smithsonian Museum’s Hall of Human 
Origins. Our guide, the curator of anthropology, was keen to help 
Christians understand his research. Whatever you make of the evi-
dence for human evolution, the fact remains that other species a 
bit like us were around before we came on the scene – or in the 
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God in the ARTS   
The Revd Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts with a 
famous painting by Dirk Bouts. It is found in the church of St Peter in 
Louvain. 
 

A meal to remember! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When we gather with other Christians to celebrate the Eucharist 
and to make our communion, we are remembering that special 
meal Jesus shared with His disciples on the eve of His arrest and 
death. But do we always appreciate what we are doing? Some-
times the monotony of repetition and distractions will get in the 
way. We fail to recognise Christ’s gift at communion for what it 
truly is. 
 
In the 15th century the prosperous burghers of the Flemish town 
of Louvain commissioned the artist Dirk Bouts to paint a special 
altarpiece devoted to the Eucharist for the church of St Peter. Dirk 
Bouts, with his imagination, portrayed the Last Supper in a room 
looking out to his own town of Louvain. The faces of the servers in 
the room and the cooks looking through the hatch were modelled 
on the burghers who commissioned the work.  
 
Other faces are modelled on theologians at the new university who 
visited the artist. They wanted to ensure he kept his theological 
feet on the ground while his imagination took flight. And so around 
the scene of the Last Supper, Bouts has painted Old Testament 
scenes foreshadowing that holy communion: Melchizedek offering 
bread and wine in return for Abraham’s offering, the eating of the 
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Open Gardens 2022 
 

Sunday 22nd May 2022      12.30 to 4.30pm 
 

Come and visit some lovely gardens in Pontesbury. 
 

We will again be opening gardens in Pontesbury      
in aid of St George’s Church                                               

and the Shropshire Historic Churches Trust.  
 

We are offering you the chance to visit some        
interesting local gardens. It is great fun and             

a chance to join in a worthwhile                                          
fund raising campaign.  

 
Entry £5, children free. 

 

Maps and tickets available from the church, 
SY5 0PS  

 
Refreshment and plants on sale. 

 
For further details contact Martyn Cribb  

07912627847. 
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Looking at GOD 

The Ven John Barton considers the Ascension, and what lies beyond…. 
 

Christ’s Legacy   
 

There was no mourning when Christ’s resurrection appearances 
came to an end. After the final occasion we are told the disciples 
‘worshipped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy’. 
 

They had already experienced the onset of grief caused by His 
death, intensified because of the dreadful manner of it and the 
consequent crushing of their hopes. Then, with feelings combining 
bewilderment with elation, they were confronted by Christ alive 
and had to rethink everything they had understood until then 
about the certainty of death.   
 

They became convinced that the Crucifixion and Resurrection sign-
posted a new beginning, not an ending, and that it gave fresh pur-
pose to humanity, past, present and future. 
 

Why was Christ’s final departure met by joy rather than 
gloom? Here are some reasons, which we might think of as His 
legacies. 
 

First, He had said that He was going to prepare a place for His fol-
lowers. It’s worth pondering John Chapter 14, to see why Jesus’ 
disciples were so confident after His Ascension. 
 

Second, He taught them His departure was, actually, for their ben-
efit. Only in this way would the ‘Advocate’ come. ‘Advocate’ is one 
translation of a word meaning ‘called alongside’ and is a descrip-
tion of the Holy Spirit’s work in and for humanity, then and now. 
 

Third, Christ continues to campaign for the human cause, though 
now out of sight. The writer of the letter to the Hebrews puts it 
bluntly: “He is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near 
to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for 
them.”  Paul writes something similar in his letter to the Ro-
mans. It means that Jesus prays for us nonstop, so when we pray 
it’s like treading on a moving walkway taking us in the right direc-
tion. 
 

Fourth, He came to show us what the unseen God is like. When 
one of His trainees asked, “Lord, show us the Father”, the reply 
was, “Have I been with you all this time and you still do not know 
Me? Whoever has seen Me has seen the Father”.  So, the more we 
contemplate Jesus, the closer we get to the unseen God. 
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Coventry Cathedral – 60 years on also by Tim Lenton 
 

Sixty years ago, on 25th May 1962, the new Coventry Cathedral 
was consecrated. The previous one had been destroyed by Ger-
man bombing during World War Two. The Queen had laid the 
foundation stone in 1956, and she was present for the consecra-
tion. 
 

On the night of 14th November 1940, the old Cathedral – together 
with much of the centre of Coventry – was devastated by incendi-
ary bombs, but the decision to rebuild it was taken the next morn-
ing. The Provost, Richard Howard, wanted to do so as a sign of 
faith, trust and hope, rather than as an act of defiance. 
 

This rejection of bitterness and hatred led to the Cathedral’s Minis-
try of Peace and Reconciliation, which continues to give spiritual 
and practical support in areas of conflict. It is symbolised now by 
the Cross of Nails, made from three nails found in the roof truss of 
the old cathedral and set in the centre of the altar cross. 
 

The place now called Coventry Cathedral, on the site of a Benedic-
tine monastery, is in fact two buildings – a joining of the old and 
the new. The older building, still hallowed ground, was originally a 
parish church, and then given cathedral status in 1918. Its 295ft 
(90m) spire, containing 181 stone steps, is the third highest in 
England, behind Salisbury and Norwich. 
 

The ‘new’ Cathedral was an inspiration to many celebrated artists, 
most of them yet to become famous. Among those commissioned 
by the architect, Sir Basil Spence, were Graham Sutherland (iconic 
Christ in Glory tapestry), John Piper (baptistry window), Ralph 
Beyer, John Hutton, Elisabeth Frink and Jacob Epstein, who creat-
ed the striking sculpture of St Michael defeating Lucifer. 
 

The famous Charred Cross was created when the cathedral stone-
mason, Jock Forbes, saw two wooden beams lying in the shape of 
a cross after the bombing and tied them together.  
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Looking at the wider COMMUNITY 

Remembering Bertrand Russell by Tim Lenton 
 
It was 150 years ago, on 18th May 1872, that Bertrand Russell, the 
Welsh philosopher, mathematician, historian, and writer, was 
born. He won the 1950 Nobel Prize in Literature for championing 
“humanitarian ideals and freedom of thought”. 
 
A member of a prominent aristocratic family, the 3rd Earl Russell 
was a very public figure who lived to an advanced age. He was a 
social critic and freethinker who took what were at times extreme 
positions which he attempted to justify through his academic ex-
pertise in logic.  
 
An enthusiast for world government, he was also a pacifist, up to 
a point. He went to prison for his devotion to pacifism during the 
First World War, but decided that the war against Nazi Germany 
was a necessary evil. He supported nuclear disarmament. 
 
His grandmother, the Countess Russell, came from a conservative 
Scottish Presbyterian family but held progressive views in many 
areas, including Darwinism. She was big influence on the young 
Russell, who was brought up in an atmosphere of frequent prayer 
and religious formality.  
 
This did have an effect, though probably not the one intended. In 
1927 Russell gave a lecture in London entitled ‘Why I am not a 
Christian’, which has since been widely circulated throughout the 
world. It contained logical objections to Christianity which were 
less than convincing to Christians but enjoyed much support from 
atheists.  
 
Russell’s conviction under the Defence of the Realm Act for his 
pacifist activities during the First World War cost him his position 
at Trinity College and a fine of £100 (equivalent to roughly £5,700 
today). He refused to pay in the hope of being sent to prison, but 
his books were sold to friends at auction to raise the money. He 
was later proud of his copy of the King James Bible stamped 
‘Confiscated by Cambridge Police’.  
 
 

Christian Basics 
No 5 

Paul Hardingham continues a year-long series 
on the very foundations of our Christian faith.  

Understanding the Bible  
 
The Bible is a popular book, with five billion 
copies sold worldwide every year, as well as a 
uniquely precious book. At her coronation the 
Queen was given a Bible, ‘the most precious 
thing this world affords’. 

The Bible isn’t simply one 
book, but a library of 66 
books, composed by some 
44 writers over a period of 
1500 years in a range of 
styles including history, po-
etry, prophecy, letters and 
apocalyptic (looking at the 
end times). Despite having 
a number of different writ-
ers, the Bible claims one au-
thor - God Himself!  
 
As the Word of God, it is the 
primary way by which God speaks to us. ‘All Scripture is God-
breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and train-
ing in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly 
equipped for every good work’ (2 Timothy 3:16). The Bible is in-
spired (‘the word of God in the words of men’) and is a manual for 
life, equipping us to live for God in every aspect of our lives. We 
also have the promise of the Holy Spirit, who helps us to apply its 
words to our lives: ‘But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will 
guide you into all truth’ John 16:13. 
 
The Bible can also be described as a love letter from God, as it 
deepens our relationship with Him. Jesus said: ‘You diligently study 
the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal 
life. These are the Scriptures that testify about Me, yet you refuse 
to come to Me to have life’ (John 5:39,40). Christians follow a per-
son not a book, and the Scriptures are intended to help us to know 
Jesus better. Like a signpost, the Bible points us to the person of 
Jesus. 
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The Revd Dr Jo White continues her series on aspects of Christianity. 
 

Reflected Faith Series: The Meaning of Colours - part 1 
 
In March, April and May this year the coloured frontal of the altar 
will have been changed many times – as will the colour of the 
priest’s vestments. 
 
Each colour – and there can be as many as six in a church’s store – 
has a different meaning. They reflect the significance of that day or 
the season. 
 
In March was used as a symbol of penitence, as we were 
in Lent and trying to prepare ourselves for Christ’s final act of love 
for each of us. 
 
Holy Week – the time of Christ’s final journey – was denoted by 
the colour Red, the colour of blood, is used for feasts of mar-
tyrs as well as those for the Holy Spirit – when it more likely repre-
sents his flames of ‘fire’ which rested on those in the Upper Room. 
 
Maundy Thursday, we switched to            for any Communion ser-
vice, as this celebrates the remembrance of the first Communion 
with His apostles which He commanded us to continue. 
 
Good Friday, and we were back to  
 
Then on Easter Sunday, the day of the greatest Christian Celebra-
tion, we entered to an altar bedecked in  or the ‘whitest’ with 
the most elaborate decoration the church possesses. 
 
‘Plain’ White will be used for the Easter Season signifying purity 
and Christ’s triumph over death until Ascension Day on 26th May. 
This, being a special and more significant day in the life, death and 
resurrection of Christ, goes to again: then immediately back 
to for the next ten days. 
 
On the day of Pentecost itself, Whit Sunday, 5thJune, the colour 
will be? Yes, you got it, for flames of fire. 
 
This month: 
Watch out for the changing colours indicating the special meanings 
that day has in the life of the church. If you could choose a differ-
ent colour for a different or even one of the same meanings, what 
would you choose and why? In June it will all change again, so 
we’ll consider those changes next month. 
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Bruce and Barbara Norsworthy 
 invite you to come and have tea or coffee 

in their garden 
 

Saturday 28th May 

10.00 – 3.00pm  
 

at The Gables 

( corner of The Grove, Horsebridge Road SY50AG) 
Cake stall, plants and raffle 

 

All proceeds in aid of  

Holy Trinity Church,  

Minsterley 



28 

Our Church COMMUNITY 

Bits & pieces from Greg 
Repair Shop 
St George’s is looking to host a repair shop on Saturday mornings 
in July. If anyone has any repair skills to offer (clothes, machinery 
etc.) please contact Greg who will pass on your details to the Pon-
tesbury Climate Change Group who are organising this event. 

Foodbank 
The Rea Valley Foodbank has been formally constituted with      
representatives from 5 different churches (three denominations) in 
Pontesbury and Minsterley. There is still a lot of work for the    
management board to do to ensure the successful delivery of food 
to those in need in our villages, so please do pray for them over 
this next period. 

Covid Restrictions 
The Church Council decided this week to reinstitute the common 
cup (or shared chalice) at communion services where the presiding 
priest feels comfortable doing so. We will be also inviting the con-
gregation to kneel at the altar rail. We continue to be mindful of 
the very high Covid infection rate, so the priest will be masked 
when distributing the bread and wine and the congregation will be 
free to receive bread only (one thing we have learnt over the last 
two years is that this is still ‘proper’ communion). The congrega-
tion will not be allowed to dip wafers into the wine, although the 
priest may do so. As a general principle, we suggest that no one 
takes the cup who has a cold, stomach upset, cold sore etc. 

 CHRISTIAN AID Garden Party 

   Saturday 14th May 2022   2.00pm – 6.00pm at  

      THE PADDOCK, ANNSCROFT, SHREWSBURY SY5 8AN 
     (On the road from Annscroft to Plealey/Hanwood) 

 

Parking at THE FARRIERS INDUSTRIAL PARK, ANNSCROFT, SY5 8AN) 
Entertainment – stalls – raffles – Toddler’s Corner 

 

Offers of gifts and help to  
Graham & Sandra Earney - gandsearney@btinternet.com 

Ian Ross – mail@fiross.plus.com 
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The travellers 
 
They travelled together sad and forlorn 
With all of their dreams shattered and torn, 
It started so well, their hopes were high 
Never to guess that He would die. 
 

The Man joined the two as they walked along, 
He asked why their faces were sad and long, 
‘Have you not heard?’ disbelieving they cried 
‘How the One we followed was crucified?’ 
 

Opening the scriptures He began to unfold 
How the Christ should suffer as written of old, 
It was not a disaster, but all of God’s plan 
That one should come as Redeemer of man. 
 

They listened enraptured as slowly they saw 
The purpose of God revealed in the Law 
The Prophets and Psalms, it’s all about Him 
The One who should come and rescue from sin. 
 

O that eyes should be opened and scripture made plain, 
To see Christ in its pages again and again, 
That just like the travellers I too should see 
The Master, the Saviour dying for me. 
 

By Megan Carter 

 

There, but for the grace of God, go I 
 

This saying is attributed to John Bradford (1510-1555), who was one 
of the Protestant Reformers. When he saw criminals on their way to 
execution, Bradford would utter, “But for the grace of God, there 
goes John Bradford.” It was his way of acknowledging that he de-
pended every day on the mercy of God, despite his sins, which he 
considered were on a par with those of rogues.  
 

Sadly, Bradford’s freedom was to last only a short time, for he was 
convicted as a heretic, incarcerated, and finally burned at the stake, 
during the reign of Queen Mary. Renowned for his prayer life and 
preaching, Bradford had continued to proclaim the Gospel in pris-
on. One of his biographers wrote, “He lived a long life in a short 
space of time.” 
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Paul Bracken, our Organist & Choirmaster, reminds us of a day which 
might have passed our notice... 

 

Cranmer Day   
21st March 

 

Church of England Lectionary 
invites us to remember     
Archbishop Thomas Cranmer 
(1489-1556) on the 21st 
March, the day when the       
author of the Book of Common 
Prayer and founding father of 
the Anglican Church was mar-
tyred. A Doctor of Theology 
and Fellow of Jesus College at 
the University of Cambridge, 

Cranmer served Henry VIII initially as a diplomat, and was a sur-
prise choice as Archbishop of Canterbury following the death of 
Archbishop Warham in 1532. Following the Act of Supremacy 
(1534) which gave Henry VIII authority over the church in Eng-
land, Cranmer worked tirelessly to advance reform, and his surviv-
ing letters reveal that he was corresponding secretly with reform-
ing theologians in Europe - including Philipp Melanchthon, Martin 
Bucer and Heinrich Bullinger. Nevertheless, Cranmer needed to 
tread carefully – despite his break with Rome, Henry VIII was by 
no means a committed religious reformer. His ’religious’ views 
changed alarmingly with the European political situation.  
 
In fact, major religious reform was only possible during the reign of 

Henry’s son Edward VI (1547-1553). Cranmer’s English Prayer 

Book (now known as the Book of Common Prayer) was only intro-
duced as a replacement for the traditional Latin liturgy in 1549. 
However, it was by no means universally popular even then - 
churches in remote parts of Wales, Norfolk and Lincolnshire contin-
ued to use the Latin rite. Furthermore, the accession of the ultra-
catholic Mary Tudor in 1553 destroyed Cranmer’s work and reputa-
tion, and after a show trial, he was burned at Oxford in 1556. 

CELEBRATING Church MUSIC 
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Deanery of Pontesbury 

DEANERY NEWS 
Rural Dean: The Revd Bill Rowell 

telephone:  01938 552064   •   email:  wkrowell@btinternet.com 

Thought for the month from Rev Pam Bickley,  
                                        Pontesbury and Stiperstones Benefice 

With the upcoming ordination of Richard, our soon to be curate at Pontes-
bury and Stiperstones, I’ve been thinking about being called by God.  
 

One of the joys of my own Ministry has been involvement in both local and 
national selection of Priests. Initially there was some naivety on my part. As 
we’re all created in God’s image, perhaps I believed initially that everyone 
would share my own perspective on Ministry; what being a Priest would be 
like and what it feels like to be called by God. Thank goodness I soon 
learned that would never work. Although in His image, we all bring our own 
personalities; qualities, strengths and weaknesses to our vocation.  
 

But I also soon realised that there is one quality that is essential for a lasting 
Ministry and it may be one that surprises you. 
 

If you think about Ministry, training can equip you with the theoretical back-
ground that you need. Curacy can show you how it’s done in practice. 
So, what is that one quality? Well, I think it’s one that not only does the 
Priest need it, but Church Officers and the laity would find it helpful too. 
It’s a sense of humour.  
 

Obviously, there are times of great seriousness in the Church and its work 
but there are also times when the ability to laugh has its benefits and in par-
ticular, to laugh at ourselves.  
 

Many years ago, Allan Toop led a course – I think it was for confirmation – 
and shared a glorious drawing of Jesus laughing. It’s not an image that we 
think of when we consider pictures of our Lord but how wonderful to imagine.  
Humour, in the right setting – even during a funeral – can bring a lightness of 
touch; a gentle relief.  And as long as we remember to laugh with people and 
not at, it can bring joy. 
 

Useful to remember Proverbs 17, 22 – A cheerful heart is a good        
medicine, but a downcast spirit dries up the bones!! 
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     THE DIOCESE OF HEREFORD                   May 2022 

From  the Very Revd Sarah Brown, Dean of Hereford  

There is a piece of engineering art in the Mercedes Benz Museum 
at Brooklands which shows a Formula One Car suspended in all its 
constituent parts. It is still obviously a car and each part, large or 
small clearly has a defined function and purpose although they are 
not connected in such a way as to enable it to move at all, still less 
win a race. 
 
It occurs to me that this is a metaphor for the Church; that we are 
in a time of uncertainty and waiting to find our way. The shock in 
2020 of first emptying our buildings and then closing our doors for 
worship and prayer, thus removing all our physical certainties, was 
like a slow-motion explosion into suspended animation and whilst 
a fair bit of former functionality is restored there is still a sense of 
struggling in no man’s land. All that we are and have been hanging 
breathlessly in the unanticipated gift of wait and see. 
 
I think we all know in our hearts, much as we want to rebel 
against the knowledge, that church will never be the same as it 
was and that in truth, Covid merely accelerated what was already 
happening. We are still Christ’s church, His body, but a bit like a 
string puppet, uncoordinated, unskilled, uncertain how to take the 
next step. Yet in faith, courage and the power of the Holy Spirit 
firing creativity, we might start to move towards re-imagining and 
re-engineering what will be. 
 
Even as we start to work out how to serve God’s people in what 
are distressing and terrible times for the world let us accept with 
perverse gratitude the chance to stop our perpetual motion; to 
pause and to seek God; to hang for a season moved only by His 
spirit and to watch and wait and discern His will. The Spiritual Cer-
tainties remain unchanged. How we arrange ourselves around 
them to serve the nation and our communities in Jesus’ name is 
the question for today. But this no reason to fear. 
 
God will build His Church and the gates of Hades, will not prevail 
against it. 
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Cranmer’s career is surrounded by controversy – for some histori-
ans, he is a victim of circumstance, caught in the maelstrom of po-
litical and religious change. For Catholic commentators, he is a po-
litical changeling who served his master Henry VIII far too willing-
ly. For many Anglicans however, he is a brave and pioneering 
theologian who faced imprisonment, trial and death with re-
markable stoicism. The marks on ‘Cranmer’s Pillar’ - left by 
the wooden platform where Cranmer stood during his final trial in 
St Mary’s Church, Oxford, are perhaps the closest thing Anglicans 
have to pilgrimage site or a saint’s relic!   
 
However, Cranmer left us a greater legacy than this. The Book of 
Common Prayer is not only a superbly crafted and deeply spiritual 
liturgical guide, but also a seminal work of English prose. Elegant 
and precise, it has influenced our language as well as our worship, 
and remains a much-loved national treasure, still used in Cathe-
drals for services of Choral Evensong, Matins and Eucharist. Could 
this explain in part the 30% increase in worshippers in English Ca-
thedrals since the Millenium? 
 

The hymns of the Wesleys 
24th May  

 

by Canon David Winter 
 

Later this month the Church calendar celebrates the lives of John 
and Charles Wesley.  John’s great gift to the Christian cause was 
the little matter of founding the world-wide movement known as 
Methodism. His brother Charles had an equally profound impact 
through his hymns. He actually wrote over 6,000, most of which 
aren’t sung nowadays, but among the ones we do still sing are all-
time favourites – ‘Love divine, all loves excelling’, ‘O for a thou-

sand tongues to sing’. ‘Jesu lover of 
my soul’, ‘Hark the herald angels sing’ 
– and scores more. 
 

40 years ago almost everybody knew 
quite a lot of hymns, but sadly that’s 
no longer true. Traditional hymns 
aren’t usually sung at school assem-
blies, not even in church schools, and 
while the audience for ‘Songs of 
Praise’ on BBC TV is substantial, most John & Charles 
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Here’s one in our occasional series looking at the stories BEHIND some of 
our favourite hymns. 
 

The story behind: 

‘Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son’ 
 
Here is a hymn that is so well known and loved that it has simply 
burst the bounds of Easter, and gets sung regularly at other times 
of the year. It has two stories behind it.   

 

First, the music. The rousing music did not start 
out as a hymn, but instead was written by Handel 
for his opera ‘Judas Maccabeus’, first performed in 
1746. Originally the words ran ‘See the conquering 
hero comes’, for Handel’s opera tells the story 
(found in the Apocrypha) of the leader of the Jews, 
Judas Maccabeus, who led an army against the 
Syrians and restored worship at the Temple. With 

its triumphant refrain after each verse, the music is easy to learn 
and sing, and can be (and has been!) played to great effect either 
by the trumpets, on an organ in a large resonant church, or even 
on guitars (!). 
 

Secondly, the words. They were not written until 1884, which was 
138 years after the music.   We owe them to the Revd Raymond 
Budry, a Swiss pastor from Lausanne. Ordained in the Free Evan-
gelical Church in Vaud, he spent 35 years as the pastor of Vevey 
on Lake Geneva.  Budry wrote the hymn in French (‘A Toi La 

of those watching are over 50.  
 

With only about ten per cent of the population even irregular 
church-goers there is inevitably a lack of familiarity with hymns of 
any kind. Christmas carols are an exception, as is ‘Jerusalem’ and 
‘Amazing Grace’, because they are frequently heard outside 
church. 
 

Singing hymns is a wonderful experience at its best – just ask a 
Welsh rugby crowd singing ‘Bread of heaven’! It seems a pity to 
lose it. 
 

It’s not a bad idea to take ten minutes and think about what is 
your favourite hymn, and why – ancient or modern doesn’t matter. 
Then try singing it in the bath or under the shower – a very purify-
ing experience! 
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Here we are, into the Summer Term; this being the final few weeks 
for our older Little Dragons who are all ready for the excitement of 
starting school.  We miss them when they go, but it is interesting 
to see how the new crop of ‘oldies’ take on the small responsibili-
ties that they have observed; such as helping to clear toys and 
equipment away at the end of the session.  They especially enjoy 
putting the bikes, cars and push-along toys away as that is seen as 
an important job.   
 
We haven’t yet managed to get them using the vacuum cleaner 
when glitter has been used and – as ever – spread itself around. I 
am reminded of a Simon and Garfunkel song: ‘Diamonds on the 
Soles of Her Shoes’ a song that I remember from my tap-dancing   

 days. Those were the days! I still have  
 my first pair of red tap-dancing shoes   
 which I saved up to buy from my half-a-
 crown a week pocket money! I wonder 
 what they are worth now! 

 
I digress! I should really be thinking about which story and what 
art/craft we will be investigating during the next few weeks. The 
Three Little Pigs haven’t had an airing for quite some time – or 
shall we raise the Sleeping Princess from her long, long, ago sleep?  
Then, there’s the story of the Lost Sheep – if I can find them in my 
prop cupboard.  We shall see! 

 
From Val and from we 3: Idris, George and Uncle Sam. 

This Photo by Unknown   

Grannies  
What bargains grandchildren are!  I give them my loose change,  
and they give me a million pounds worth of pleasure. - Gene Perret  
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Gloire!’) to console himself after the death of his first wife, and a 
year later (1885) it was published in Chants Evangeliques. Soon it 
found its way into English – translated by a Baptist minister from 
Kingston-upon-Thames, Richard Hoyle.   
 

It is not clear who first had the happy idea of teaming those words 
with that music, but when they did, the hymn really took off.  By 
1904 it was being translated into other languages.    
 

The theme of ‘battle’ is never far from this hymn, whether it was 
the battle of Judas Maccabeus, or the battle over sin which was 
won by Christ on the cross and in rising from the tomb. Easter, of 
course, marked the biggest victory over the biggest enemies of all 
time:  sin and death. 
 

What would Handel make of it, if he could know that his battle mu-
sic had become one of the world’s most popular and well-known 
Easter hymns?  He was a devout man, working for the poor, pray-
ing twice each day, and attending St Paul’s Cathedral. So, it seems 
pretty certain that he would be delighted. 

John Rutter’s works are much loved across the UK. This article includes a 
link so that you can listen to this latest work. 
 

War in Ukraine:   
John Rutter pens new work after Ukraine invasion  
 
John Rutter, the composer, has written a new choral work in    
response to the invasion of Ukraine.  
 
Funds raised from ‘A Prayer for Ukraine’, are going to the       
Disasters Emergency Committee’s Ukraine appeal. 
 
Rutter explained: “How can a composer respond to a global  
tragedy? I suppose by writing 
music: like everybody I have 
been shocked and dismayed by 
the events of recent days. 
 
“The first thing I wanted to do 
was write music that would re-
spond in my own way. I went to 
a late-night service in my old 
college chapel where they sang 
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In the News 

Longest overdue library book has been  
returned - 313 years late 

 
If you have ever been late in returning a library book, take heart:  
the 1704 copy of The Faith and Practice of a Church of England 
Man was recently handed back to Sheffield Cathedral. 
 

A handwritten inscription inside reads: “This Book belongs to ye 
Lending Library in Sheffield Church 1709.”It left the library just 
over 300 years ago.  
 

Sheffield Cathedral’s Reverend Canon Keith Farrow said that the 
family of a deceased woman who lived locally had asked in her will 
for it to be returned. 
 

"Now it’s come back home. It’s a joy to have this little jewel back 
in the cathedral.” 
 

With overdue fines of 50p a day, librarians could have charged the 
family more than £54,000 for the book — which itself is worth 
about £300. 
 

The canon joked: “We might have got a new roof or something.” 

a setting of a lovely Ukrainian prayer, so having encountered the 
Ukrainian text, on Thursday I wrote my own music.  I hope the 
meaning of the text will resonate in people’s hearts.”   
 
The words of the piece, which are originally in Ukrainian, trans-
late into English as: “Good Lord protect the Ukraine. Give her 
strength, courage, faith, and hope. Amen.” 
 
He added: “I hope it speaks in terms which reach out to the 
Ukrainian people in their hour of need.” 
 
Listen to this new work on YouTube at:   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2bx4QFxfW2s 
 

 23 

Nigel Beeton writes:  ‘Now our thoughts are overshadowed by the 
terrible situation in the Ukraine. I looked at the masses of people 
on the station platforms, and I thought, “only a couple of months 
ago, each one of those people had a life, a home, a shop to buy 
food, perhaps somewhere to grow daffodils, maybe a church to 
worship God, and their own hopes and dreams for the future. Now 
they are just part of a mass of people shuffling towards a west-
bound train.’ 
 

         The Refugee 
  
  All that I was, I no longer am 

All that I have, I hold in my hand 
My home, my love, my world are all gone 
One among thousands, I shuffle along. 
  
Only last week I knew who I was 
All that has gone, and only because 
Someone in a land a long way away 
Turned life into hell one terrible day. 
  
He started a war, his heart icy cold 
He rained down his hell on the young and the old 
I ran for my life for I had no choice 
And nobody heard the fear in my voice. 
  
Everything’s gone, and all that is ‘me’ 
Summed up in a word – the word ‘refugee’. 
I have no control, no say in my fate 
Just one in a crowd, I stand and I wait. 
  
Waiting for what? The future’s unclear, 
For armed men have taken all that I held dear 
Along with my hopes, and all I had planned 
All swept away by the tanks in my land. 
  
One thing alone puts a smile on my face 
A far nicer stranger has come to this place; 
A bed for the night? A cup of hot tea? 
And - best of all - someone who sees me as me. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2bx4QFxfW2s
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supplementing with formula because they believe their own milk 
supply to be inadequate due to the stresses and hardships of camp 
life. Thus begins a downward spiral of declining milk supply, aban-
donment of breastfeeding, no money for formula and threatened 
infant health.  
 

Tom and his wife are seeking partners to share the new facility and 
are in discussions with an expat dentist who may be interested in 
the space. They have recently been joined by a midwife who pro-
vides prenatal care and hopes to expand to birthing preparation 
classes. They would also love to provide more classes such as nu-
trition, exercise and back care.  
 

There are ideas for many potential projects, but they have limited 
people resources. There are many obstacles to the work they can 
do – resources, finances, specialist care – but each day they do 
what they can, one case at a time, to make a difference to the 
people living on the camp.  
 

Do you have medical experience? Would you consider having a 
story like Tom’s in the future?  
 

For more about Interserve and the role you might play, go 
to www.interserve.org.uk  

War in Ukraine:  Appeal for more Bibles  
 

Bible Society is appealing for funds to send more Bibles to 
Ukraine. It says that Christians in theUK “can speak hope” into the 
crisis by providing Ukrainian pastors and churches with more Bi-
bles with which to share “the love and power of God’s Word.” 
 
Oleksandr, who leads the Bible Society team in Ukraine, tells the 
story: “A few days ago, a pastor visited our office, asking for Bi-
bles. When he heard that we had none left, he pleaded for Bibles 
that were damaged or even copies with pages missing. He said, 
‘These Bibles would be of immense value to my congregation and 
the community!’ It was heart-breaking. 
 
“God’s Word can help bring comfort, peace, and reconciliation to 
our nation. We long for more Bibles.”   
 
Details at: https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/donate/  
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Looking at CHURCH  
                     at home and overseas 

The Ven John Barton draws attention to a growing problem worldwide. 
 

Religious persecution on the rise  
 
Muslims are having a hard time in India at the hands of the mili-
tantly Hindu Prime Minister Modi, described by India’s Supreme 
Court as a modern-day Nero. In China, Muslims may be subjected 
to indoctrination classes by the government. And we remember 
with horror the genocide of Rohingya Muslims by the militantly 
Buddhist army of Myanmar (Burma). Most fled to Bangladesh, 
which now houses the world’s largest refugee camp. 
 
It is less well known that among the Rohingya people is another 
persecuted minority. Christian Rohingyas are not only ill-treated by 
the Burmese, but also by Muslims of their own ethnicity. Looking 
at religious persecution worldwide, far more Christians suffer than 
any others - mainly as a result of Muslim antagonism.  
 
Although Coptic Christians lived in Egypt centuries before Islam 
arrived, they are subject to “growing religious intolerance” accord-
ing to Human Rights Watch. Hundreds have been killed, churches 
sacked, businesses destroyed. A steady stream of Christian women 
and girls are abducted. The same happens in Nigeria, where girls 
are taken from school by Boko Haram, which means ‘Western edu-
cation is forbidden’. There, and in neighbouring countries, the no-
madic Fulani militia are targeting non-Muslim communities, partic-
ularly Christians.  Al Shabbab is another terrorist group waging ji-
had against the supposed enemies of Islam in North and East Afri-
ca. 
 
In Morocco, Christian men are arrested and fined for having a Bi-
ble or discussing Christianity with a Muslim. Women who become 
Christians may be expelled from their homes or forced to marry 
non-Christians. Even in a moderate country like Jordan, Muslims 
are not allowed to convert, and Christian men are prohibited from 
marrying Muslim women (but not the other way round). Tunisia 
also bans conversion, as does Libya.  It is impossible to live openly 
as a Christian in Afghanistan: even before the Taliban took over, 
converts had to flee the country or be killed.   

 21 

Christians are at risk in Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Indonesia, 
Iran, Iraq  . . . the list goes on.  If you want to help persecuted 
Christians, get in touch with one of the charities which supports 
them: 
 
Christian Solidarity Worldwide, PO Box 99, New Malden,Surrey, 
KT3 3YFhttps://www.csw.org.uk/home.htm 

This article from Interserve provides a snapshot of what it is like to work 
with refugees.  
 

Serving in the heat and squalor of a refugee camp  
 
Interserve is a global Christian agency working among the peoples 
of Asia and the Arab World. Here is a story from their migrant min-
istry in the Middle East. 
 

As the days shorten and the 
summer heat begins to lessen, 
Interserve Partner Tom arrives 
at his new clinic in the heart of 
the refugee camp where he 
serves. Tom is a family medi-
cine doctor and has been 
working in the Middle East for 
five years alongside his wife 
Ruth, who is also a doctor.  
 

The clinic consists of two con-
tainer-rooms that have been fixed up with AC 
and a generator, to meet some of the needs of a camp population 
of around 30,000. The demand on the clinic is high and the needs 
are great and varied, but they do see some trends in patients. 
Many ‘present’ with diabetes and hypertension caused by obesity. 
This may seem strange given the extreme poverty, but sedentary 
lifestyles and high carbohydrate diets lead to these complications.  
 

Chronic illnesses are escalated by stress and anxiety as well as in-
consistent care. Challenging cases are often made worse by poor 
patient education and a lack of medical records from previous care 
– would you think to grab your medical records whilst fleeing for 
your life? Difficulty accessing specialist care, combined with pov-
erty is a continual challenge.  
 

Ruth provides care for women’s health issues. One frequent prob-
lem is new mothers abandoning breastfeeding very early on, and 

Photo courtesy of Unsplash 
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Looking at CHURCH  
                     at home and overseas 

The Ven John Barton draws attention to a growing problem worldwide. 
 

Religious persecution on the rise  
 
Muslims are having a hard time in India at the hands of the mili-
tantly Hindu Prime Minister Modi, described by India’s Supreme 
Court as a modern-day Nero. In China, Muslims may be subjected 
to indoctrination classes by the government. And we remember 
with horror the genocide of Rohingya Muslims by the militantly 
Buddhist army of Myanmar (Burma). Most fled to Bangladesh, 
which now houses the world’s largest refugee camp. 
 
It is less well known that among the Rohingya people is another 
persecuted minority. Christian Rohingyas are not only ill-treated by 
the Burmese, but also by Muslims of their own ethnicity. Looking 
at religious persecution worldwide, far more Christians suffer than 
any others - mainly as a result of Muslim antagonism.  
 
Although Coptic Christians lived in Egypt centuries before Islam 
arrived, they are subject to “growing religious intolerance” accord-
ing to Human Rights Watch. Hundreds have been killed, churches 
sacked, businesses destroyed. A steady stream of Christian women 
and girls are abducted. The same happens in Nigeria, where girls 
are taken from school by Boko Haram, which means ‘Western edu-
cation is forbidden’. There, and in neighbouring countries, the no-
madic Fulani militia are targeting non-Muslim communities, partic-
ularly Christians.  Al Shabbab is another terrorist group waging ji-
had against the supposed enemies of Islam in North and East Afri-
ca. 
 
In Morocco, Christian men are arrested and fined for having a Bi-
ble or discussing Christianity with a Muslim. Women who become 
Christians may be expelled from their homes or forced to marry 
non-Christians. Even in a moderate country like Jordan, Muslims 
are not allowed to convert, and Christian men are prohibited from 
marrying Muslim women (but not the other way round). Tunisia 
also bans conversion, as does Libya.  It is impossible to live openly 
as a Christian in Afghanistan: even before the Taliban took over, 
converts had to flee the country or be killed.   
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Christians are at risk in Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Indonesia, 
Iran, Iraq  . . . the list goes on.  If you want to help persecuted 
Christians, get in touch with one of the charities which supports 
them: 
 
Christian Solidarity Worldwide, PO Box 99, New Malden,Surrey, 
KT3 3YFhttps://www.csw.org.uk/home.htm 

This article from Interserve provides a snapshot of what it is like to work 
with refugees.  
 

Serving in the heat and squalor of a refugee camp  
 
Interserve is a global Christian agency working among the peoples 
of Asia and the Arab World. Here is a story from their migrant min-
istry in the Middle East. 
 

As the days shorten and the 
summer heat begins to lessen, 
Interserve Partner Tom arrives 
at his new clinic in the heart of 
the refugee camp where he 
serves. Tom is a family medi-
cine doctor and has been 
working in the Middle East for 
five years alongside his wife 
Ruth, who is also a doctor.  
 

The clinic consists of two con-
tainer-rooms that have been fixed up with AC 
and a generator, to meet some of the needs of a camp population 
of around 30,000. The demand on the clinic is high and the needs 
are great and varied, but they do see some trends in patients. 
Many ‘present’ with diabetes and hypertension caused by obesity. 
This may seem strange given the extreme poverty, but sedentary 
lifestyles and high carbohydrate diets lead to these complications.  
 

Chronic illnesses are escalated by stress and anxiety as well as in-
consistent care. Challenging cases are often made worse by poor 
patient education and a lack of medical records from previous care 
– would you think to grab your medical records whilst fleeing for 
your life? Difficulty accessing specialist care, combined with pov-
erty is a continual challenge.  
 

Ruth provides care for women’s health issues. One frequent prob-
lem is new mothers abandoning breastfeeding very early on, and 

Photo courtesy of Unsplash 

https://www.csw.org.uk/home.htm
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supplementing with formula because they believe their own milk 
supply to be inadequate due to the stresses and hardships of camp 
life. Thus begins a downward spiral of declining milk supply, aban-
donment of breastfeeding, no money for formula and threatened 
infant health.  
 

Tom and his wife are seeking partners to share the new facility and 
are in discussions with an expat dentist who may be interested in 
the space. They have recently been joined by a midwife who pro-
vides prenatal care and hopes to expand to birthing preparation 
classes. They would also love to provide more classes such as nu-
trition, exercise and back care.  
 

There are ideas for many potential projects, but they have limited 
people resources. There are many obstacles to the work they can 
do – resources, finances, specialist care – but each day they do 
what they can, one case at a time, to make a difference to the 
people living on the camp.  
 

Do you have medical experience? Would you consider having a 
story like Tom’s in the future?  
 

For more about Interserve and the role you might play, go 
to www.interserve.org.uk  

War in Ukraine:  Appeal for more Bibles  
 

Bible Society is appealing for funds to send more Bibles to 
Ukraine. It says that Christians in theUK “can speak hope” into the 
crisis by providing Ukrainian pastors and churches with more Bi-
bles with which to share “the love and power of God’s Word.” 
 
Oleksandr, who leads the Bible Society team in Ukraine, tells the 
story: “A few days ago, a pastor visited our office, asking for Bi-
bles. When he heard that we had none left, he pleaded for Bibles 
that were damaged or even copies with pages missing. He said, 
‘These Bibles would be of immense value to my congregation and 
the community!’ It was heart-breaking. 
 
“God’s Word can help bring comfort, peace, and reconciliation to 
our nation. We long for more Bibles.”   
 
Details at: https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/donate/  
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http://www.interserve.org.uk/
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/donate/


18 

In the News 

Longest overdue library book has been  
returned - 313 years late 

 
If you have ever been late in returning a library book, take heart:  
the 1704 copy of The Faith and Practice of a Church of England 
Man was recently handed back to Sheffield Cathedral. 
 

A handwritten inscription inside reads: “This Book belongs to ye 
Lending Library in Sheffield Church 1709.”It left the library just 
over 300 years ago.  
 

Sheffield Cathedral’s Reverend Canon Keith Farrow said that the 
family of a deceased woman who lived locally had asked in her will 
for it to be returned. 
 

"Now it’s come back home. It’s a joy to have this little jewel back 
in the cathedral.” 
 

With overdue fines of 50p a day, librarians could have charged the 
family more than £54,000 for the book — which itself is worth 
about £300. 
 

The canon joked: “We might have got a new roof or something.” 

a setting of a lovely Ukrainian prayer, so having encountered the 
Ukrainian text, on Thursday I wrote my own music.  I hope the 
meaning of the text will resonate in people’s hearts.”   
 
The words of the piece, which are originally in Ukrainian, trans-
late into English as: “Good Lord protect the Ukraine. Give her 
strength, courage, faith, and hope. Amen.” 
 
He added: “I hope it speaks in terms which reach out to the 
Ukrainian people in their hour of need.” 
 
Listen to this new work on YouTube at:   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2bx4QFxfW2s 
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Nigel Beeton writes:  ‘Now our thoughts are overshadowed by the 
terrible situation in the Ukraine. I looked at the masses of people 
on the station platforms, and I thought, “only a couple of months 
ago, each one of those people had a life, a home, a shop to buy 
food, perhaps somewhere to grow daffodils, maybe a church to 
worship God, and their own hopes and dreams for the future. Now 
they are just part of a mass of people shuffling towards a west-
bound train.’ 
 

         The Refugee 
  
  All that I was, I no longer am 

All that I have, I hold in my hand 
My home, my love, my world are all gone 
One among thousands, I shuffle along. 
  
Only last week I knew who I was 
All that has gone, and only because 
Someone in a land a long way away 
Turned life into hell one terrible day. 
  
He started a war, his heart icy cold 
He rained down his hell on the young and the old 
I ran for my life for I had no choice 
And nobody heard the fear in my voice. 
  
Everything’s gone, and all that is ‘me’ 
Summed up in a word – the word ‘refugee’. 
I have no control, no say in my fate 
Just one in a crowd, I stand and I wait. 
  
Waiting for what? The future’s unclear, 
For armed men have taken all that I held dear 
Along with my hopes, and all I had planned 
All swept away by the tanks in my land. 
  
One thing alone puts a smile on my face 
A far nicer stranger has come to this place; 
A bed for the night? A cup of hot tea? 
And - best of all - someone who sees me as me. 
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Here we are, into the Summer Term; this being the final few weeks 
for our older Little Dragons who are all ready for the excitement of 
starting school.  We miss them when they go, but it is interesting 
to see how the new crop of ‘oldies’ take on the small responsibili-
ties that they have observed; such as helping to clear toys and 
equipment away at the end of the session.  They especially enjoy 
putting the bikes, cars and push-along toys away as that is seen as 
an important job.   
 
We haven’t yet managed to get them using the vacuum cleaner 
when glitter has been used and – as ever – spread itself around. I 
am reminded of a Simon and Garfunkel song: ‘Diamonds on the 
Soles of Her Shoes’ a song that I remember from my tap-dancing   

 days. Those were the days! I still have  
 my first pair of red tap-dancing shoes   
 which I saved up to buy from my half-a-
 crown a week pocket money! I wonder 
 what they are worth now! 

 
I digress! I should really be thinking about which story and what 
art/craft we will be investigating during the next few weeks. The 
Three Little Pigs haven’t had an airing for quite some time – or 
shall we raise the Sleeping Princess from her long, long, ago sleep?  
Then, there’s the story of the Lost Sheep – if I can find them in my 
prop cupboard.  We shall see! 

 
From Val and from we 3: Idris, George and Uncle Sam. 

This Photo by Unknown   

Grannies  
What bargains grandchildren are!  I give them my loose change,  
and they give me a million pounds worth of pleasure. - Gene Perret  
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Gloire!’) to console himself after the death of his first wife, and a 
year later (1885) it was published in Chants Evangeliques. Soon it 
found its way into English – translated by a Baptist minister from 
Kingston-upon-Thames, Richard Hoyle.   
 

It is not clear who first had the happy idea of teaming those words 
with that music, but when they did, the hymn really took off.  By 
1904 it was being translated into other languages.    
 

The theme of ‘battle’ is never far from this hymn, whether it was 
the battle of Judas Maccabeus, or the battle over sin which was 
won by Christ on the cross and in rising from the tomb. Easter, of 
course, marked the biggest victory over the biggest enemies of all 
time:  sin and death. 
 

What would Handel make of it, if he could know that his battle mu-
sic had become one of the world’s most popular and well-known 
Easter hymns?  He was a devout man, working for the poor, pray-
ing twice each day, and attending St Paul’s Cathedral. So, it seems 
pretty certain that he would be delighted. 

John Rutter’s works are much loved across the UK. This article includes a 
link so that you can listen to this latest work. 
 

War in Ukraine:   
John Rutter pens new work after Ukraine invasion  
 
John Rutter, the composer, has written a new choral work in    
response to the invasion of Ukraine.  
 
Funds raised from ‘A Prayer for Ukraine’, are going to the       
Disasters Emergency Committee’s Ukraine appeal. 
 
Rutter explained: “How can a composer respond to a global  
tragedy? I suppose by writing 
music: like everybody I have 
been shocked and dismayed by 
the events of recent days. 
 
“The first thing I wanted to do 
was write music that would re-
spond in my own way. I went to 
a late-night service in my old 
college chapel where they sang 

https://ourfiniteworld.com/2017/10/18/the-approaching-us-energy-economic-crisis/comment-page-28/
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Here’s one in our occasional series looking at the stories BEHIND some of 
our favourite hymns. 
 

The story behind: 

‘Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son’ 
 
Here is a hymn that is so well known and loved that it has simply 
burst the bounds of Easter, and gets sung regularly at other times 
of the year. It has two stories behind it.   

 

First, the music. The rousing music did not start 
out as a hymn, but instead was written by Handel 
for his opera ‘Judas Maccabeus’, first performed in 
1746. Originally the words ran ‘See the conquering 
hero comes’, for Handel’s opera tells the story 
(found in the Apocrypha) of the leader of the Jews, 
Judas Maccabeus, who led an army against the 
Syrians and restored worship at the Temple. With 

its triumphant refrain after each verse, the music is easy to learn 
and sing, and can be (and has been!) played to great effect either 
by the trumpets, on an organ in a large resonant church, or even 
on guitars (!). 
 

Secondly, the words. They were not written until 1884, which was 
138 years after the music.   We owe them to the Revd Raymond 
Budry, a Swiss pastor from Lausanne. Ordained in the Free Evan-
gelical Church in Vaud, he spent 35 years as the pastor of Vevey 
on Lake Geneva.  Budry wrote the hymn in French (‘A Toi La 

of those watching are over 50.  
 

With only about ten per cent of the population even irregular 
church-goers there is inevitably a lack of familiarity with hymns of 
any kind. Christmas carols are an exception, as is ‘Jerusalem’ and 
‘Amazing Grace’, because they are frequently heard outside 
church. 
 

Singing hymns is a wonderful experience at its best – just ask a 
Welsh rugby crowd singing ‘Bread of heaven’! It seems a pity to 
lose it. 
 

It’s not a bad idea to take ten minutes and think about what is 
your favourite hymn, and why – ancient or modern doesn’t matter. 
Then try singing it in the bath or under the shower – a very purify-
ing experience! 
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     THE DIOCESE OF HEREFORD                   May 2022 

From  the Very Revd Sarah Brown, Dean of Hereford  

There is a piece of engineering art in the Mercedes Benz Museum 
at Brooklands which shows a Formula One Car suspended in all its 
constituent parts. It is still obviously a car and each part, large or 
small clearly has a defined function and purpose although they are 
not connected in such a way as to enable it to move at all, still less 
win a race. 
 
It occurs to me that this is a metaphor for the Church; that we are 
in a time of uncertainty and waiting to find our way. The shock in 
2020 of first emptying our buildings and then closing our doors for 
worship and prayer, thus removing all our physical certainties, was 
like a slow-motion explosion into suspended animation and whilst 
a fair bit of former functionality is restored there is still a sense of 
struggling in no man’s land. All that we are and have been hanging 
breathlessly in the unanticipated gift of wait and see. 
 
I think we all know in our hearts, much as we want to rebel 
against the knowledge, that church will never be the same as it 
was and that in truth, Covid merely accelerated what was already 
happening. We are still Christ’s church, His body, but a bit like a 
string puppet, uncoordinated, unskilled, uncertain how to take the 
next step. Yet in faith, courage and the power of the Holy Spirit 
firing creativity, we might start to move towards re-imagining and 
re-engineering what will be. 
 
Even as we start to work out how to serve God’s people in what 
are distressing and terrible times for the world let us accept with 
perverse gratitude the chance to stop our perpetual motion; to 
pause and to seek God; to hang for a season moved only by His 
spirit and to watch and wait and discern His will. The Spiritual Cer-
tainties remain unchanged. How we arrange ourselves around 
them to serve the nation and our communities in Jesus’ name is 
the question for today. But this no reason to fear. 
 
God will build His Church and the gates of Hades, will not prevail 
against it. 
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Cranmer’s career is surrounded by controversy – for some histori-
ans, he is a victim of circumstance, caught in the maelstrom of po-
litical and religious change. For Catholic commentators, he is a po-
litical changeling who served his master Henry VIII far too willing-
ly. For many Anglicans however, he is a brave and pioneering 
theologian who faced imprisonment, trial and death with re-
markable stoicism. The marks on ‘Cranmer’s Pillar’ - left by 
the wooden platform where Cranmer stood during his final trial in 
St Mary’s Church, Oxford, are perhaps the closest thing Anglicans 
have to pilgrimage site or a saint’s relic!   
 
However, Cranmer left us a greater legacy than this. The Book of 
Common Prayer is not only a superbly crafted and deeply spiritual 
liturgical guide, but also a seminal work of English prose. Elegant 
and precise, it has influenced our language as well as our worship, 
and remains a much-loved national treasure, still used in Cathe-
drals for services of Choral Evensong, Matins and Eucharist. Could 
this explain in part the 30% increase in worshippers in English Ca-
thedrals since the Millenium? 
 

The hymns of the Wesleys 
24th May  

 

by Canon David Winter 
 

Later this month the Church calendar celebrates the lives of John 
and Charles Wesley.  John’s great gift to the Christian cause was 
the little matter of founding the world-wide movement known as 
Methodism. His brother Charles had an equally profound impact 
through his hymns. He actually wrote over 6,000, most of which 
aren’t sung nowadays, but among the ones we do still sing are all-
time favourites – ‘Love divine, all loves excelling’, ‘O for a thou-

sand tongues to sing’. ‘Jesu lover of 
my soul’, ‘Hark the herald angels sing’ 
– and scores more. 
 

40 years ago almost everybody knew 
quite a lot of hymns, but sadly that’s 
no longer true. Traditional hymns 
aren’t usually sung at school assem-
blies, not even in church schools, and 
while the audience for ‘Songs of 
Praise’ on BBC TV is substantial, most John & Charles 
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Paul Bracken, our Organist & Choirmaster, reminds us of a day which 
might have passed our notice... 

 

Cranmer Day   
21st March 

 

Church of England Lectionary 
invites us to remember     
Archbishop Thomas Cranmer 
(1489-1556) on the 21st 
March, the day when the       
author of the Book of Common 
Prayer and founding father of 
the Anglican Church was mar-
tyred. A Doctor of Theology 
and Fellow of Jesus College at 
the University of Cambridge, 

Cranmer served Henry VIII initially as a diplomat, and was a sur-
prise choice as Archbishop of Canterbury following the death of 
Archbishop Warham in 1532. Following the Act of Supremacy 
(1534) which gave Henry VIII authority over the church in Eng-
land, Cranmer worked tirelessly to advance reform, and his surviv-
ing letters reveal that he was corresponding secretly with reform-
ing theologians in Europe - including Philipp Melanchthon, Martin 
Bucer and Heinrich Bullinger. Nevertheless, Cranmer needed to 
tread carefully – despite his break with Rome, Henry VIII was by 
no means a committed religious reformer. His ’religious’ views 
changed alarmingly with the European political situation.  
 
In fact, major religious reform was only possible during the reign of 

Henry’s son Edward VI (1547-1553). Cranmer’s English Prayer 

Book (now known as the Book of Common Prayer) was only intro-
duced as a replacement for the traditional Latin liturgy in 1549. 
However, it was by no means universally popular even then - 
churches in remote parts of Wales, Norfolk and Lincolnshire contin-
ued to use the Latin rite. Furthermore, the accession of the ultra-
catholic Mary Tudor in 1553 destroyed Cranmer’s work and reputa-
tion, and after a show trial, he was burned at Oxford in 1556. 

CELEBRATING Church MUSIC 
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Deanery of Pontesbury 

DEANERY NEWS 
Rural Dean: The Revd Bill Rowell 

telephone:  01938 552064   •   email:  wkrowell@btinternet.com 

Thought for the month from Rev Pam Bickley,  
                                        Pontesbury and Stiperstones Benefice 

With the upcoming ordination of Richard, our soon to be curate at Pontes-
bury and Stiperstones, I’ve been thinking about being called by God.  
 

One of the joys of my own Ministry has been involvement in both local and 
national selection of Priests. Initially there was some naivety on my part. As 
we’re all created in God’s image, perhaps I believed initially that everyone 
would share my own perspective on Ministry; what being a Priest would be 
like and what it feels like to be called by God. Thank goodness I soon 
learned that would never work. Although in His image, we all bring our own 
personalities; qualities, strengths and weaknesses to our vocation.  
 

But I also soon realised that there is one quality that is essential for a lasting 
Ministry and it may be one that surprises you. 
 

If you think about Ministry, training can equip you with the theoretical back-
ground that you need. Curacy can show you how it’s done in practice. 
So, what is that one quality? Well, I think it’s one that not only does the 
Priest need it, but Church Officers and the laity would find it helpful too. 
It’s a sense of humour.  
 

Obviously, there are times of great seriousness in the Church and its work 
but there are also times when the ability to laugh has its benefits and in par-
ticular, to laugh at ourselves.  
 

Many years ago, Allan Toop led a course – I think it was for confirmation – 
and shared a glorious drawing of Jesus laughing. It’s not an image that we 
think of when we consider pictures of our Lord but how wonderful to imagine.  
Humour, in the right setting – even during a funeral – can bring a lightness of 
touch; a gentle relief.  And as long as we remember to laugh with people and 
not at, it can bring joy. 
 

Useful to remember Proverbs 17, 22 – A cheerful heart is a good        
medicine, but a downcast spirit dries up the bones!! 
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Our Church COMMUNITY 

Bits & pieces from Greg 
Repair Shop 
St George’s is looking to host a repair shop on Saturday mornings 
in July. If anyone has any repair skills to offer (clothes, machinery 
etc.) please contact Greg who will pass on your details to the Pon-
tesbury Climate Change Group who are organising this event. 

Foodbank 
The Rea Valley Foodbank has been formally constituted with      
representatives from 5 different churches (three denominations) in 
Pontesbury and Minsterley. There is still a lot of work for the    
management board to do to ensure the successful delivery of food 
to those in need in our villages, so please do pray for them over 
this next period. 

Covid Restrictions 
The Church Council decided this week to reinstitute the common 
cup (or shared chalice) at communion services where the presiding 
priest feels comfortable doing so. We will be also inviting the con-
gregation to kneel at the altar rail. We continue to be mindful of 
the very high Covid infection rate, so the priest will be masked 
when distributing the bread and wine and the congregation will be 
free to receive bread only (one thing we have learnt over the last 
two years is that this is still ‘proper’ communion). The congrega-
tion will not be allowed to dip wafers into the wine, although the 
priest may do so. As a general principle, we suggest that no one 
takes the cup who has a cold, stomach upset, cold sore etc. 

 CHRISTIAN AID Garden Party 

   Saturday 14th May 2022   2.00pm – 6.00pm at  

      THE PADDOCK, ANNSCROFT, SHREWSBURY SY5 8AN 
     (On the road from Annscroft to Plealey/Hanwood) 

 

Parking at THE FARRIERS INDUSTRIAL PARK, ANNSCROFT, SY5 8AN) 
Entertainment – stalls – raffles – Toddler’s Corner 

 

Offers of gifts and help to  
Graham & Sandra Earney - gandsearney@btinternet.com 

Ian Ross – mail@fiross.plus.com 
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The travellers 
 
They travelled together sad and forlorn 
With all of their dreams shattered and torn, 
It started so well, their hopes were high 
Never to guess that He would die. 
 

The Man joined the two as they walked along, 
He asked why their faces were sad and long, 
‘Have you not heard?’ disbelieving they cried 
‘How the One we followed was crucified?’ 
 

Opening the scriptures He began to unfold 
How the Christ should suffer as written of old, 
It was not a disaster, but all of God’s plan 
That one should come as Redeemer of man. 
 

They listened enraptured as slowly they saw 
The purpose of God revealed in the Law 
The Prophets and Psalms, it’s all about Him 
The One who should come and rescue from sin. 
 

O that eyes should be opened and scripture made plain, 
To see Christ in its pages again and again, 
That just like the travellers I too should see 
The Master, the Saviour dying for me. 
 

By Megan Carter 

 

There, but for the grace of God, go I 
 

This saying is attributed to John Bradford (1510-1555), who was one 
of the Protestant Reformers. When he saw criminals on their way to 
execution, Bradford would utter, “But for the grace of God, there 
goes John Bradford.” It was his way of acknowledging that he de-
pended every day on the mercy of God, despite his sins, which he 
considered were on a par with those of rogues.  
 

Sadly, Bradford’s freedom was to last only a short time, for he was 
convicted as a heretic, incarcerated, and finally burned at the stake, 
during the reign of Queen Mary. Renowned for his prayer life and 
preaching, Bradford had continued to proclaim the Gospel in pris-
on. One of his biographers wrote, “He lived a long life in a short 
space of time.” 

mailto:gandsearney@btinternet.com
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The Revd Dr Jo White continues her series on aspects of Christianity. 
 

Reflected Faith Series: The Meaning of Colours - part 1 
 
In March, April and May this year the coloured frontal of the altar 
will have been changed many times – as will the colour of the 
priest’s vestments. 
 
Each colour – and there can be as many as six in a church’s store – 
has a different meaning. They reflect the significance of that day or 
the season. 
 
In March was used as a symbol of penitence, as we were 
in Lent and trying to prepare ourselves for Christ’s final act of love 
for each of us. 
 
Holy Week – the time of Christ’s final journey – was denoted by 
the colour Red, the colour of blood, is used for feasts of mar-
tyrs as well as those for the Holy Spirit – when it more likely repre-
sents his flames of ‘fire’ which rested on those in the Upper Room. 
 
Maundy Thursday, we switched to            for any Communion ser-
vice, as this celebrates the remembrance of the first Communion 
with His apostles which He commanded us to continue. 
 
Good Friday, and we were back to  
 
Then on Easter Sunday, the day of the greatest Christian Celebra-
tion, we entered to an altar bedecked in  or the ‘whitest’ with 
the most elaborate decoration the church possesses. 
 
‘Plain’ White will be used for the Easter Season signifying purity 
and Christ’s triumph over death until Ascension Day on 26th May. 
This, being a special and more significant day in the life, death and 
resurrection of Christ, goes to again: then immediately back 
to for the next ten days. 
 
On the day of Pentecost itself, Whit Sunday, 5thJune, the colour 
will be? Yes, you got it, for flames of fire. 
 
This month: 
Watch out for the changing colours indicating the special meanings 
that day has in the life of the church. If you could choose a differ-
ent colour for a different or even one of the same meanings, what 
would you choose and why? In June it will all change again, so 
we’ll consider those changes next month. 
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Bruce and Barbara Norsworthy 
 invite you to come and have tea or coffee 

in their garden 
 

Saturday 28th May 

10.00 – 3.00pm  
 

at The Gables 

( corner of The Grove, Horsebridge Road SY50AG) 
Cake stall, plants and raffle 

 

All proceeds in aid of  

Holy Trinity Church,  

Minsterley 
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Looking at the wider COMMUNITY 

Remembering Bertrand Russell by Tim Lenton 
 
It was 150 years ago, on 18th May 1872, that Bertrand Russell, the 
Welsh philosopher, mathematician, historian, and writer, was 
born. He won the 1950 Nobel Prize in Literature for championing 
“humanitarian ideals and freedom of thought”. 
 
A member of a prominent aristocratic family, the 3rd Earl Russell 
was a very public figure who lived to an advanced age. He was a 
social critic and freethinker who took what were at times extreme 
positions which he attempted to justify through his academic ex-
pertise in logic.  
 
An enthusiast for world government, he was also a pacifist, up to 
a point. He went to prison for his devotion to pacifism during the 
First World War, but decided that the war against Nazi Germany 
was a necessary evil. He supported nuclear disarmament. 
 
His grandmother, the Countess Russell, came from a conservative 
Scottish Presbyterian family but held progressive views in many 
areas, including Darwinism. She was big influence on the young 
Russell, who was brought up in an atmosphere of frequent prayer 
and religious formality.  
 
This did have an effect, though probably not the one intended. In 
1927 Russell gave a lecture in London entitled ‘Why I am not a 
Christian’, which has since been widely circulated throughout the 
world. It contained logical objections to Christianity which were 
less than convincing to Christians but enjoyed much support from 
atheists.  
 
Russell’s conviction under the Defence of the Realm Act for his 
pacifist activities during the First World War cost him his position 
at Trinity College and a fine of £100 (equivalent to roughly £5,700 
today). He refused to pay in the hope of being sent to prison, but 
his books were sold to friends at auction to raise the money. He 
was later proud of his copy of the King James Bible stamped 
‘Confiscated by Cambridge Police’.  
 
 

Christian Basics 
No 5 

Paul Hardingham continues a year-long series 
on the very foundations of our Christian faith.  

Understanding the Bible  
 
The Bible is a popular book, with five billion 
copies sold worldwide every year, as well as a 
uniquely precious book. At her coronation the 
Queen was given a Bible, ‘the most precious 
thing this world affords’. 

The Bible isn’t simply one 
book, but a library of 66 
books, composed by some 
44 writers over a period of 
1500 years in a range of 
styles including history, po-
etry, prophecy, letters and 
apocalyptic (looking at the 
end times). Despite having 
a number of different writ-
ers, the Bible claims one au-
thor - God Himself!  
 
As the Word of God, it is the 
primary way by which God speaks to us. ‘All Scripture is God-
breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and train-
ing in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly 
equipped for every good work’ (2 Timothy 3:16). The Bible is in-
spired (‘the word of God in the words of men’) and is a manual for 
life, equipping us to live for God in every aspect of our lives. We 
also have the promise of the Holy Spirit, who helps us to apply its 
words to our lives: ‘But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will 
guide you into all truth’ John 16:13. 
 
The Bible can also be described as a love letter from God, as it 
deepens our relationship with Him. Jesus said: ‘You diligently study 
the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal 
life. These are the Scriptures that testify about Me, yet you refuse 
to come to Me to have life’ (John 5:39,40). Christians follow a per-
son not a book, and the Scriptures are intended to help us to know 
Jesus better. Like a signpost, the Bible points us to the person of 
Jesus. 
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Looking at GOD 

The Ven John Barton considers the Ascension, and what lies beyond…. 
 

Christ’s Legacy   
 

There was no mourning when Christ’s resurrection appearances 
came to an end. After the final occasion we are told the disciples 
‘worshipped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy’. 
 

They had already experienced the onset of grief caused by His 
death, intensified because of the dreadful manner of it and the 
consequent crushing of their hopes. Then, with feelings combining 
bewilderment with elation, they were confronted by Christ alive 
and had to rethink everything they had understood until then 
about the certainty of death.   
 

They became convinced that the Crucifixion and Resurrection sign-
posted a new beginning, not an ending, and that it gave fresh pur-
pose to humanity, past, present and future. 
 

Why was Christ’s final departure met by joy rather than 
gloom? Here are some reasons, which we might think of as His 
legacies. 
 

First, He had said that He was going to prepare a place for His fol-
lowers. It’s worth pondering John Chapter 14, to see why Jesus’ 
disciples were so confident after His Ascension. 
 

Second, He taught them His departure was, actually, for their ben-
efit. Only in this way would the ‘Advocate’ come. ‘Advocate’ is one 
translation of a word meaning ‘called alongside’ and is a descrip-
tion of the Holy Spirit’s work in and for humanity, then and now. 
 

Third, Christ continues to campaign for the human cause, though 
now out of sight. The writer of the letter to the Hebrews puts it 
bluntly: “He is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near 
to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for 
them.”  Paul writes something similar in his letter to the Ro-
mans. It means that Jesus prays for us nonstop, so when we pray 
it’s like treading on a moving walkway taking us in the right direc-
tion. 
 

Fourth, He came to show us what the unseen God is like. When 
one of His trainees asked, “Lord, show us the Father”, the reply 
was, “Have I been with you all this time and you still do not know 
Me? Whoever has seen Me has seen the Father”.  So, the more we 
contemplate Jesus, the closer we get to the unseen God. 
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Coventry Cathedral – 60 years on also by Tim Lenton 
 

Sixty years ago, on 25th May 1962, the new Coventry Cathedral 
was consecrated. The previous one had been destroyed by Ger-
man bombing during World War Two. The Queen had laid the 
foundation stone in 1956, and she was present for the consecra-
tion. 
 

On the night of 14th November 1940, the old Cathedral – together 
with much of the centre of Coventry – was devastated by incendi-
ary bombs, but the decision to rebuild it was taken the next morn-
ing. The Provost, Richard Howard, wanted to do so as a sign of 
faith, trust and hope, rather than as an act of defiance. 
 

This rejection of bitterness and hatred led to the Cathedral’s Minis-
try of Peace and Reconciliation, which continues to give spiritual 
and practical support in areas of conflict. It is symbolised now by 
the Cross of Nails, made from three nails found in the roof truss of 
the old cathedral and set in the centre of the altar cross. 
 

The place now called Coventry Cathedral, on the site of a Benedic-
tine monastery, is in fact two buildings – a joining of the old and 
the new. The older building, still hallowed ground, was originally a 
parish church, and then given cathedral status in 1918. Its 295ft 
(90m) spire, containing 181 stone steps, is the third highest in 
England, behind Salisbury and Norwich. 
 

The ‘new’ Cathedral was an inspiration to many celebrated artists, 
most of them yet to become famous. Among those commissioned 
by the architect, Sir Basil Spence, were Graham Sutherland (iconic 
Christ in Glory tapestry), John Piper (baptistry window), Ralph 
Beyer, John Hutton, Elisabeth Frink and Jacob Epstein, who creat-
ed the striking sculpture of St Michael defeating Lucifer. 
 

The famous Charred Cross was created when the cathedral stone-
mason, Jock Forbes, saw two wooden beams lying in the shape of 
a cross after the bombing and tied them together.  
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God in the ARTS   
The Revd Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts with a 
famous painting by Dirk Bouts. It is found in the church of St Peter in 
Louvain. 
 

A meal to remember! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When we gather with other Christians to celebrate the Eucharist 
and to make our communion, we are remembering that special 
meal Jesus shared with His disciples on the eve of His arrest and 
death. But do we always appreciate what we are doing? Some-
times the monotony of repetition and distractions will get in the 
way. We fail to recognise Christ’s gift at communion for what it 
truly is. 
 
In the 15th century the prosperous burghers of the Flemish town 
of Louvain commissioned the artist Dirk Bouts to paint a special 
altarpiece devoted to the Eucharist for the church of St Peter. Dirk 
Bouts, with his imagination, portrayed the Last Supper in a room 
looking out to his own town of Louvain. The faces of the servers in 
the room and the cooks looking through the hatch were modelled 
on the burghers who commissioned the work.  
 
Other faces are modelled on theologians at the new university who 
visited the artist. They wanted to ensure he kept his theological 
feet on the ground while his imagination took flight. And so around 
the scene of the Last Supper, Bouts has painted Old Testament 
scenes foreshadowing that holy communion: Melchizedek offering 
bread and wine in return for Abraham’s offering, the eating of the 

 9 

Open Gardens 2022 
 

Sunday 22nd May 2022      12.30 to 4.30pm 
 

Come and visit some lovely gardens in Pontesbury. 
 

We will again be opening gardens in Pontesbury      
in aid of St George’s Church                                               

and the Shropshire Historic Churches Trust.  
 

We are offering you the chance to visit some        
interesting local gardens. It is great fun and             

a chance to join in a worthwhile                                          
fund raising campaign.  

 
Entry £5, children free. 

 

Maps and tickets available from the church, 
SY5 0PS  

 
Refreshment and plants on sale. 

 
For further details contact Martyn Cribb  

07912627847. 
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. 
On Tuesday May 31st at 2pm St George’s 
Church hosts its second gathering of St 
George’s Explorers, aimed at families and all 
those who love the outdoors. Explorers plac-
es the emphasis on exploring God’s world and 
the Christian faith 
Our meeting will include an adventure in the 
church grounds, looking for things that make 
us go “WOW”, followed by songs, activities, 
story, and refreshments. We look forward to 
welcoming you then.  

Any enquiries to Greg Smith at rectorpontstip@gmail.com 
Half Term Fun for the whole family 

A poster seen in the porch of  
Nantgwyllt Church in the Elan Valley in Wales: 

 

CHURCH POSTER 
 

When you enter this Church it may be                  
possible that you hear ‘The Call of God’. 

 
However, it is unlikely that He will call you                          

on your mobile. 
 

Thank you for turning off your phone. 
 

If you want to talk to God, enter, choose                   
a quiet place and talk to Him. 

 
If you want to see Him, then                                    

text while driving. 
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God in the SCIENCES   

first Passover, the gathering of the manna in the wilderness, and 
Elijah wakened by the angel to eat and drink before setting out for 
Horeb. Signs of sacrifice, the Passover of the old covenant, daily 
food and food for the journey – all key aspects of the communion 
we celebrate and share in.  
 
Just as the theological faculty reminded Dirk Bouts of all these fac-
ets, so the artist is reminding us of the richness of the distinctive 
meal we have as Christians. When we see the bread and wine tak-
en up and offered, we remember not only the Last Supper, when 
Jesus fed His disciples with the sacrifice of His life, but those occa-
sions when God reached out to feed His people of old. We rejoice 
that the food our Lord gives us in the Eucharist feeds us now and 
enables us to make our journey through life to the eternal banquet 
offered in the heavenly kingdom. 
 
 

Dr Ruth M Bancewicz, who writes this series on the positive relationship 
between Science and Christian faith, is Church Engagement Director at 
The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion in Cambridge                                               
                                                                                   

                                       Humility 

 

 

 

 

 

A few years ago I visited the Smithsonian Museum’s Hall of Human 
Origins. Our guide, the curator of anthropology, was keen to help 
Christians understand his research. Whatever you make of the evi-
dence for human evolution, the fact remains that other species a 
bit like us were around before we came on the scene – or in the 
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case of Neanderthals, at the same time. 

Part of the exhibit included lifelike reconstructions of the face and 
hair of several different hominins, displayed on pillars at the right 
height for each species. So I could crouch down to ‘meet’ Homo 
floriensis or stand tall to look into the eyes of Homo heidelbergen-
sis. Most of these – beings? creatures? – were on other branches 
of the evolutionary tree to us, and we share a common ancestor 
much further back. I did, however, feel as if I was meeting my 
forebears. 

As I walked between the statues I asked myself, “Why us?” 
There’s evidence that Neanderthals used symbolism as we do, and 
alsoburied their dead. Did they have the potential to evolve to a 
point where they could do similar things to us? The curator ex-
plained how, as the ice ages came and went, human beings moved 
around but other species appear to have stayed put and suffered 
the consequences – they just weren’t ready yet for that big 
change. As I took in the displays about how we began to gather 
socially around a fire, make music or write, I felt humbled. We 
managed to adapt, but we could so easily have disappeared with 
the rest. 

In his book The Message of Creation, theologian David Wilkinson 
shares his view that being made in the image of God has nothing 
to do with our own cleverness or abilities, but is a gift. God creat-
ed us on purpose (I believe through the long slow process of evo-
lution) and chose to enter into a relationship with us, making us 
His representatives on earth.  
 
Thankfully I don’t have to figure out how to interact with other hu-
man-like hominins today. I do, however, have an equal share in 
humankind’s God-given commission to tend and keep creation. Am 
I ready to go further than ensuring my own species’ survival - not 
necessarily because we have evolved further than our ice-age an-
cestors, but because I have one of the ‘new hearts’ promised in 
Ezekiel 11:19? Can I work together, in a true spirit of humility, 
with people from all over the world to ensure the full diversity of 
life can flourish? 
 
*For resources on this question, try the Faraday Institute,                      
BioLogos, and Christians in Science. 
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St. George’s Prayer Chain  is a small group of people who believe 
that prayer can make a difference. Each person within the group offers 
daily prayer for anyone who asks for prayer.  
 

If you yourself or someone you know needs special prayer                   
for any reason, please contact                                                             

Revd. Shirley Small  01743 791885.  
 

All information given is given in confidence.  
A name is enough if that is all you wish to give. 

This month’s Tea Service …  
 

… will be at 2.30pm in the WER on Tuesday 3rd May. 

Our Local and Church COMMUNITY 

    St. George’s  PARISH VISITORS 
Would you, or someone you know, appreciate some help or a phone call? 
Maybe you’re feeling lonely,  isolated, in need of support and friendship?  
       St. George’s Church has a team of friendly people  who would love    

to phone or visit you - if we can help, we will !  
   

                         Call in confidence:  
                         Phone Marion Elliott  01743 792256 

OASIS 
The group is now meeting on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month      

at Minsterley Methodist Chapel from 12-1.30pm and is for anyone who has 
suffered recent bereavement. Oasis offers lunch and companionship           

to people going through difficult times. 
 

Heather Ryder is the contact and may be reached at  
ryder928@btinternet.com or 01743 790359 

 
 
 

… will be meeting in the WER in church  
on Tuesday 24th May at 2.30pm. 

https://www.faraday.cam.ac.uk/
https://biologos.org/
https://www.cis.org.uk/
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Job Vacancy 
St George’s Treasurer 

 
After 27 years as loyal Treasurer at St George’s Church, Gerald Worrall is 
retiring this Easter. Therefore, the church is looking for a replacement and is 
hoping that someone reading this might be interested.  
 
While the day-to-day responsibilities can be handled internally (counting and 
banking of monies), the record keeping requires someone with a basic 
knowledge of accounts, who may or may not be a member of the church. 
This can be done remotely but would entail providing quarterly reports to 
the church council.  
 
While ill health prevents Gerald from continuing in role, he has kindly of-
fered to provide a full induction and ongoing support during the first year. A 
small annuity is payable.  
 
If you would like more information about this, please get in touch with  
Greg Smith on 07902 794653  
or rectorpontstip@gmail.com 
or Gerald Worrall at worrallwaverley@hotmail.co.uk 

Alpha 
The Alpha course has become the nation’s most popular means of 
exploring the Christian faith. It is a ten-week course designed to 
lay out the faith in systematic order, covering subjects such as 
Who is Jesus; Why did Jesus die; How should I pray; Why and how 
should I read the Bible?  

The course is ideal for those wanting to explore whether the Chris-
tian faith is for them; as well as longstanding Christians who are 
not sure about how it all fits together.  

The course begins on Tuesday May 3rd and will be hosted at The 
Deanery in Pontesbury (opposite Hignett’s). Each session will begin 
with a full meal, followed by a talk, and then will allow for small 
group discussion. For further information or to secure a place, 
please contact Sue on atxst3@exmail.nottingham.ac.uk 
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Your PUZZLE for May 

Across 
1  Overpowered (Deuteronomy 11:4) 
(11) 
9  ‘The — are mantled with 
corn’ (Psalm 65:13) (7) 
10 ‘Each man—a sword to his 
side’(Exodus32:27)(5) 
11  On the death of Jesus the curtain 
in the temple was torn from— to 
bottom (Matthew 27:51) (3) 
13  Stagger (Isaiah 28:7)(4) 
16  ‘Anyone, then, who knows the 
good he ought——and doesn’t do it, 
sins’ (James 4:17) (2,2) 

17  Stir up or provoke(Acts13:50)(6)                                      18  Burden(Luke11:46)(4) 
20  ‘As far as the east is from the—,so far has he removed our transgressions from 
us’ (Psalm 103:12) (4)                                                                21  Sign (Luke23:38)(6) 
22  ‘After that, Jesus poured water into a basin and began to—his disciples’ 
feet’ (John 13:5) (4) 
23  The nature of the seven ears of corn which swallowed up the good ears in Phar-
aoh’s dream (Genesis 41:23) (4)                                              25  Has(anag.)(3) 
28  ‘This is the account of Shem Ham and Japheth,—sons’ (Genesis 10:1) (5) 
29  ‘I will...make them drunk, so that they...sleep for—and— awake’ (Jeremiah 
51:39) (4,3) 
30  Paul said of him,‘ he often refreshes me and is not ashamed of my chains’ (2 
Timothy 1:16) (11) 
 
Down 
2  Worth (Matthew 13:46) (5) 
3  ‘A bruised — he will not break’ (Matthew 12:20) (4) 
4  ‘Suddenly a great company of the heavenly — appeared with the angel’ (Luke 
2:13) (4)                                                                                          5  Slip (anag.) (4) 
6  ‘Take an awl and push it through his — — into the door, and he will become your 
servant for life’ (Deuteronomy 15:17) (3,4) 
7  Bountiful (2 Corinthians 8:2) (11) 
8  ‘Therefore, as we have — , let us do good to all people’ (Galatians 6:10) (11) 
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Clues down cont. ... 
 

12  Acquire(2Timothy2:10)(6)                           14  Container cover(Numbers19:15)(3) 
15  ‘He...became obedient to death, even death on——!’ (Philippians 2:8) (1,5) 
19  Refrain(1Peter2:11)(7) 
20  ‘She began to—his feet with her tears’(Luke7:38)(3) 
24  One who worships Brahma, Vishnu or Shiva(5) 
25  ‘Give to everyone who—you’(Luke6:30)(4) 
26  ‘I lift up my eyes to the hills; where does my—come from?’ (Psalm 121:1) (4) 
27  One of those whom the Lord said would be taken from Jerusalem and Judah as 
judgment on them (Isaiah 3:2) (4) 

 

Miscellaneous QUOTES:  
 

He who kneels before God can stand before anyone. - Anon 
 

Serenity is not freedom from the storm, but peace within it.- Anon 
 

We don't change God's message - His message changes us.- Anon 
 

Plan ahead - it wasn't raining when Noah built the ark.- Anon 
 

When God ordains, He sustains.- Anon 
 

Deciding not to choose Jesus is still making a choice.- Anon 
 

If God is your co-pilot - swap seats.- Anon 
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Here are the Sunday Service details, and the readings  
which you may enjoy at home if you are unable  

to join a church service this month.  

Readings and Services for this MONTH 

Date Service Readings 

1st May 
3rd Sunday  
of Easter 

Morning Worship 
10.30am 
  

Acts 9: 1-6 
(Revelation.5:11-end) 
John 21:1-19 

3rd May 
(Tuesday) 

Tea Service 
2pm 

  

8th May 
4th Sunday  
of Easter 

Holy Communion 
10:30 am 

Acts 9: 36-end 
(Psalm 23) 
John 10: 22-30 

15th May 
5th Sunday  
of Easter 

Holy Communion 
10.30am 

Acts 11:1-18 
(Revelation. 21: 1-6) 
John 13: 31-35 

22nd May 
6th Sunday  
of Easter 

Holy Communion 
10.30am 

Acts 16: 9-15 
(Revelation.21:10,22-22.5) 
John 14:23-29 

26th May 
(Thursday) 
Ascension Day 

Holy Communion 
7pm 

Ephesians 1:15-end 
Luke 24:44-end 

29th May 
7th Sunday   
of Easter 
(Sunday after  
Ascension Day) 

Morning Worship 
10.30am 

Acts 16:16-34 
(Revelation 22:12-14,16-
17,20-end) 
John 17:20-end 

 

QUOTE: Anxiety is an attempt to carry the burden  
of the future oneself; prayer is leaving it safely  

in the hands of God. - Anon 
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Dorothy Headland R.I.P. 
 
There will be many people who have 
more memories and knowledge of 
Dorothy’s time here in Pontesbury, 
and before that in Pulverbatch than I 
have, but I write as her next door 
neighbour for just 16 years.  In 
these years we had many conversa-
tions so I learned of her life, the 
overriding impression being that 
Dorothy’s life was one of committed 
faith and service in the work of the 
Lord, from being a great support as 

a Vicar’s wife to Jim during his ministry in London, Shropshire and 
Norfolk before returning to Shropshire for their retirement in   
Pontesbury. 
 
Born into a Jewish family, at the age of 18 felt she and heard the 
call to follow Jesus; and so it was that Dorothy became a Christian 
which changed her life. 
 
Dorothy was a member of St George’s but she, and Jim before he 
died, were just as happy attending the Baptist and Congregational  
Churches in Pontesbury. They also enjoyed fellowship and lunches 
at Holy Trinity Belle Vue, and so made many friends.  
 
For many years Dorothy was Reader and supported the clergy in 
the Deanery; she involved herself in parish visiting when needed. 
On retirement she was bestowed as Reader Emeritus. 
Prison Fellowship was another of Dorothy’s commitments visiting 
at Shrewsbury Prison and taking services there.  
Dorothy’s  membership of the Mothers’ Union spanned 63 years. 
She was always interested in the work that the MU was doing 
across the world, and although too frail to attend our meetings 
liked to be kept informed. 
 
Dorothy enjoyed reading and during lockdown revisited the clas-
sics in her bookcase as well as several autobiographies, one being 
Terry Waite’s, which she’d read several times over in the years  
prior to lockdown. She liked to write poetry (which I typed for 
her), and was pleased when occasionally her poems would be    
included in the church magazine.  
 
A long life well lived, we will miss her.                       Marion Elliott 
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    LIFTING UP OUR EYES  
                       with Greg Smith 

 I write at a time when we have been almost overwhelmed by 
death in Pontesbury. In the space of a few short weeks, we have lost 
Fiona Fields, Arthur Morris, Jean Rogers, Dorothy Headland, Brian Pe-
trie, Rose Roberts, and Tony Rogers (and doubtlessly others besides). 
While their combined age runs to several hundred, the grave sense of 
grief and loss that their deaths leave behind cannot be underestimat-
ed. When someone dear to us dies, we lose both what they have been 
(the memories, the jokes, the funny anecdotes, those things that 
made them peculiarly them) and also what they might have been. 
When someone is taken from us prematurely, there is less of what 
they were and much more of what might have been; while when 
someone lives a full and good life, there is plenty of what has been 
and rather less of what might have been. 
 The bucket list is a relatively new phenomenon — the things we 
want to do before we die - but unlike some modern innovations it has 
much to commend it. I am an inveterate traveller (although the post-
Covid hurdles have rather discouraged me from leaving the United 
Kingdom) and thoroughly enjoy seeing new places and have managed 
to tick a few things off the list in recent years – kissing the Blarney 
Stone, visiting the Giant’s Causeway, cruising the Fjords, trips to No 1 
court at Wimbledon, the Ryder Cup and visiting John O’Groats and 
Land’s End in the same year. There are a few trips that may now be 
beyond me. I don’t think I will ever be fit enough now to climb Ever-
est and a visit to St Petersburg isn’t one that many travel agents will 
be offering any time soon. The purpose of the bucket list is to reach 
one’s death bed with as few regrets as possible, while at the same 
time offering comfort to our loved ones. 
 However, we should not lose sight of the importance of relation-
ships: spending quality time with children and grandchildren rather 
than acceding to the demands of the job; repairing friendships that 
have gone wrong (sometimes all it takes is one phone call) and of 
course nurturing our relationship with the Almighty One, with whom 
we will spend all of eternity. 
 I am not a fan of “I did it my way”, often played at funerals, 
hoping I may be able to say at the end “I did it His way”, but I do like 
“regrets – I’ve had a few, but then again too few to mention”. May we 
all be able to say this at the end. 
 
Every blessing 
Greg 
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Rector  
    The Revd. Greg Smith  
   07902 794653       
    

Greg’s DAY OFF is FRIDAY 
 

Churchwardens 
 Mr Allen Marsden             791822 

Mrs Mary Worrall             791069 
Assistant Churchwardens 

Mrs Helen McCall 790296 
                 mobile 07985 312192 
Mrs Heather Ryder  790359 

Treasurer 
Position vacant  

PCC Secretary 
Mrs Valerie Butterworth 790587 

Organist & Choirmaster 
    Dr Paul Bracken    0795-167-4428 
West End Room Booking 

Contact Mrs Mary Worrall 791069 
 

 

Friday Club 
Mrs Mary Worrall 791069 

Little Dragons 
Mrs Valerie Butterworth 790587 

Mothers’ Union 
Mrs Marion Elliott 792256 

Prayer Chain Coordinator 
Revd. Shirley Small          791885 

Parish Visitors Team 
Mrs Marion Elliott              792256 

Bell Tower Officers 
Captain: Mrs Sheila Bower 790294 

Website 
Mr Richard Elliott 792256 

    webmaster@st-george.org.uk 
Magazine Editor 

Mrs Sheila Bower 790294 
Advertisements 

Mrs Marion Elliott             792256   
Printing team 

Mrs Carolyn Lewis 860714  
stgsprinting@gmail.com  

The Parish of Pontesbury 
Contact details: 

Contributions for St. George’s Magazine should be in by  
the 15th of the previous month.  It may not be possible to include until                                

the following month contributions which are received after this date. 
 

Send e-mail & attachments to stgsmagazine@googlemail.com 
 

Please post handwritten articles to Ford Place, The Bank, Pontesbury Hill, SY5 0XX. 
 

Website: www.st-george.org.uk      
 

Items for inclusion in the Deanery News to be submitted by 10th of previous month to 
Alison Bebb - Keepers Cottage, Cruckmeole, Shrewsbury, SY5 8JN 

  Telephone: 01743 860158                         email: alisonbebb5@gmail.com 

 

QUOTE: The way to do a great deal is to keep on doing a little. 
The way to do nothing at all is to be continually resolving that 

you will do everything. - C H Spurgeon 
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PHIL GRIFFITHS 
Local Plumber 

 
Tap Replacement  

and Plumbing Repairs Undertaken. 
New Taps Supplied and Fitted. 

Full Range available. 
Established 35 years.  

 
Tel: 01743 790046 

Mobile : 07970 010148 

 

HIGNETTS OF 
PONTESBURY LTD. 

Established 1919 
Butchers * Bakers 

Greengrocers * Flowers * Fish 
tel: 01743 790228 

SUZANNE 
CLASSIC HAIR 

 
Main Road, Pontesbury 

 
Tel: 01743 791186 

 

PONTESBURY  
PHARMACY 

 
Dispensing Chemist 

 
Your  

Local Community Chemist 
 

“ASK YOUR PHARMACIST” 
 

Your health is our concern 
Our aim is your satisfaction 

 
01734 790273 
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To place an advertisement in this   

magazine, please email:                                        
stgsmagazine @googlemail.com             

or phone: Marion Elliott 01743 792256 
 

Disclaimer: each advert in this magazine 

has been devised by the advertiser          

in question.                                             

St. George’s church accepts no                 

responsibility for the standard or quality 

of goods and services provided.            

St. George’s church accepts no liability   

for any loss or damage arising from     

acceptance of any advertised trading. 

 
Pontesbury WI meets  on  

the second Monday of each 
month (except August),                      

at 2.00pm                                        
in Pontesbury Public Hall.     

 
New members 

are always   
welcome. 

   

May 2022 

St. George’s Pontesbury 
 

Magazine 50p 


