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The recent death of Archbishop Desmond Tutu was mourned 
around the world. Five of his more famous quotes, which show 
why he was so especially honoured for his justice and reconcilia-
tion work in South Africa, are scattered through this magazine. 
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    LIFTING UP OUR EYES  
                       with Greg Smith  

Dear Friends 
 
I recently visited the Alexandra Theatre in Birmingham to watch 
Bat out of Hell, voted best musical in the 2017 Evening Standard 
Awards. Yes, it’s true, I was reliving my youth. The original album 
came out in 1977, when I was a teenager with long hair and a 
problem with authority. Loud rock music was my staple diet and 
therefore the show brought back many happy memories. Given the 
nature of some of the lyrics (“if I’ve gotta be damned, I’d rather be 
damned with you”), it’s possible that I was the only Vicar in the 
audience, but that didn’t stop me doing some theological reflection 
while I was clapping along. 
 
SPOILER ALERT if you’re planning to catch the show at some later 
point on its nationwide tour. The hero of the show, Strat, (short for 
Stratocaster I think) is thought to be killed at the end of Act One, 
but unsurprisingly returns in Act Two, having been hiding while he 
recovered from his wounds to the joy of the heroine of the story, 
Raven.  
 
I found myself reflecting on how this is such a common trope used 
in fiction. One of the most famous examples was Sherlock Holmes 
who plunged off a bridge to his death, only for Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle to receive so many requests for his return in his postbag 
that he fulfilled those wonderful words of Mark Twain, (“reports of 
my death have been much exaggerated”) and revived him. Simi-
larly, one of the Dallas’s most popular characters, Bobby Ewing 
died but returned to our screens a year later to advise us that his 
death had only been a dream. Most long running shows use this 
device at some point, playing with the audience’s emotions (not 
the dream, but he didn’t really die motif). 
 
My favourite example is that of Gandalf in Lord of the Rings, who 
also seemingly plunges to his death off a bridge only to return to 
the action later. In this instance, it was always part of Tolkein’s 
plan to reintroduce Gandalf into the story. I doubt if it is coinci-
dence that Tolkein was a committed Christian, familiar with anoth-
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er account of a man (not a wizard) unexpectedly returning from 
the dead. There is a difference, however, in the Christian account. 
In all these fictional encounters with death, it transpires that the 
victim doesn’t really die and that’s how he or she manages to re-
turn to life. In the Bible, the writers go to great lengths to under-
line the fact that Jesus really died. The centurion places a spear in 
his side to check. Pilate is surprised to find that Jesus has already 
died (crucifixion takes a long time) and double checks with the 
centurion; and on his return from death, Jesus shows his nail-
pierced hands and wounded side to his disciples and then Thomas. 
 
Moreover, the other Bible writers, St Paul chief among them, reit-
erate time and again that Christ died. This is strange when you 
reflect for a moment how common an experience death is! We all 
die, why is Jesus’ death so noteworthy? Well, there are a range of 
important answers to that question, and Easter will arrive before 
we know it, for us to explore others. The point I am making here 
is that Jesus’ death is important because it isn’t the end of his life. 
He died and yet there is more. This is the promise that he holds 
out to each one of us. We don’t need to avoid death, only trust 
that it is not the end of life. 
 

Every blessing 
Greg 

 God’s Valentine 
By Megan Carter 
 
For God so loved the world He sent His Son    
There was no other way to let us know, 
So Jesus came to us from heaven’s realm 
To bring God’s love to all of us below. 
 
He took on flesh, became like one of us, 
Taught and healed and loved wherever He went 
Showing the Father’s love for all to see 
He truly was a gift from heaven sent. 
 
The Bible is God’s precious Word of Life 
A living breathing word like no other, 
It is a heavenly letter of love to us 
Sent ‘From your God the Everlasting Father’. 
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Your PUZZLES for February 

Across 
1  ‘If you love those who love you, what — 
is that to you?’ (Luke 6:32) (6) 
4  ‘They threw the ship’s — overboard’ (Acts 
27:19) (6) 
7  The first murderer (Genesis 4:8) (4) 
8  He was the head Levite in charge of the 
singing when the ark of God was brought 
back to Jerusalem (1 Chronicles 15:22) (8) 
9  Samson was noted for this (Judges 16:6) 
(8) 
13 Solicit money or food from passers by 
(Acts 3:2) (3) 
16 What William Booth’s Christian Mission 
became in 1878 (9,4) 
17 Alliance of Religions and Conservation 
(1,1,1) 

19 ‘I will praise your name for ever and ever — — I will praise you’(Psalm 145:1–2) 
(5,3)        
24 Simon had (anag.) (8)   25 Desperate (Deuteronomy 28:48) (4) 
26 Elisha witnessed the boy he was seeking to resuscitate do this seven times before 
opening his eyes (2 Kings 4:35) (6) 
27 The belly and thighs of the statue in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream were made of this 
(Daniel 2:32) (6) 
 

Down 
1  ‘Before the — crows, you will disown me three times’ (Matthew 26:75) (4) 
2  Relating to the books of the Bible between Acts and Revelation (9) 
3  ‘They have — the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put 
him!’ (John 20:2) (5)                4  Belief (5) 
5  ‘Take the following fine spices: ... 250 shekels of fragrant — ’ (Exodus 30:23) (4) 
6  ‘Do not — Jerusalem, but wait for the gift’ (Acts 1:4) (5)       10 A seer (anag.) (5) 
11 ‘Even there your hand will — me’ (Psalm 139:10) (5) 
12 The wild variety was part of John the Baptist’s diet (Mark 1:6) (5) 
13 A non-Greek speaker who was looked down on by civilized people (Colossians 3:11) 
(9) 
14 Famous 1950s musical whose characters included members of 16 Across, — and 
Dolls (4) 
15 The province from which Paul wrote to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 16:19) (4) 
18 ‘He was standing in the gateway with a linen cord and a measuring — — his 
hand’ (Ezekiel 40:3) (3,2) 
20 ‘Today, if you hear his — , do not harden your hearts as you did in the rebel-
lion’ (Hebrews 3:15) (5) 
21 The Jericho prostitute who hid two Israelite spies on the roof of her house 
(Hebrews 11:31) (5) 
22 ‘And now these three remain: faith, — and love. But the greatest of these is 
love’  (1 Corinthians 13:13) (4) 
23 ‘God has numbered the days of your reign and brought it to an end’ (Daniel 5:26) 
(4) 
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Here are the Sunday Service details, and the readings  
which you may enjoy at home if you are unable  

to join a church service this month.  

Readings and Services for this MONTH 

Date Service Readings 

  
1st February  
Tuesday 
 

Tea Service 
2.30pm 

 

6th February 
4th Sunday before Lent 
 

Group Service  
at Minsterley 
10.30am  

Isaiah 6: 1-8 
1 Corinthians 15: 1-11 
Luke 5:1-11  

13th February 
3rd Sunday before Lent 
 

Holy Communion 
10.30am. 

(Jeremiah 17: 5 – 10) 
1 Corinthians 15: 12 – 20 
Luke 6: 17 - 26  

20th February 
2nd Sunday before 
Lent 
 

Holy Communion 
10.30am  

Genesis 2: 4b - 9, 15 – end 
(Revelation 4) 
Luke 8: 22 - 25  

27th February 
Sunday next before 
Lent 
 

Holy Communion 
10.30am 

(Exodus 34: 29 – end) 
2 Corinthians 3: 12 – 4:2 
Luke 9: 28 – 36  

Spotted on a church notice board: 
 

When you were born, your mother brought you here. 
When you were married, your partner brought you here. 

When you die, your family will bring you here. 
In the meantime, why not try coming on  

your own sometimes? 
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Looking at GOD 

Canon Paul Hardingham considers the nature of true love. 
 

God So Loved the World 
 
‘For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal 
life.’ (John 3:16) 
 
This month, as we mark St Valentines’ Day, we focus on the im-
portance of love. In understanding the way God loves us, this 
verse shows us how we should love others. God’s love is uncondi-
tional: God demonstrated His unconditional love for us by sending 
His Son into this world, to show us how we should love others, es-
pecially when it is undeserved! ‘There is nothing we can do to 
make God love us more. There is nothing we can do to make God 
love us less.’ (Philip Yancey). 
 
God’s love is sacrificial: God’s love is not selfish or self-seeking, 
but selfless and self-sacrificial, putting the needs of others first. 
This is demonstrated by the cross, which is the supreme demon-
stration of God’s love. He died for our sins to give us access to 
God’s love, which is made real in our lives by the Holy Spirit. 
 
God’s love is forgiving: According to the film Love Story, ‘Love 
means never having to say you’re sorry.’ Yet Jesus’ love for us en-
ables us to forgive others, as we find His forgiveness through the 
gift of eternal life, available to all who put their trust in Him.  
 
In this World Cup Year, we remember Bobby Moore describing the 
terror of receiving the World Cup from the Queen in 1966: “I no-
ticed that the Queen was wearing some beautiful white gloves. I 
looked down at my hands and they were completely covered with 
mud!” 
 
Although we approach God with dirty and spoilt lives, because of 
His love, we can shake hands with a holy God and share that love 
with others.  
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outer worlds in paint, music and drama can help to heal minds, 
what hope might there be for a participation in a gentle and con-
templative science in restoring a broken or misunderstood rela-
tionship with the physical world?”  
 
This story inspired me to run a number of hands-on science activi-
ties with adult audiences in churches. I have extracted DNA from 
strawberries with a midweek group for older people, organised 
hands-on exhibits to liven up lecture or discussion events, and 
even had groups extracting DNA from their own cheek cells. 
 
Every time I lead activities like these, I find that grown-ups are 
grateful for the opportunity to have a go at science themselves. I 
love helping church-based groups, in particular, to reconnect with 
science and celebrate what they find. Science is not just for chil-
dren and professionals – it is for everyone to enjoy and explore 
the world God made.  

You and Chris Witty 
 
Prof Chris Witty, England’s Chief Medical Of-
ficer, wants you to use the stairs more. 
 
At the recent Confederation of British Indus-

try’s annual conference, he told employers that they should tell 
their staff to take the stairs because it could mean the difference 
between entering old age ‘healthy or not’.   
 
He said: “in the medium to longer term, a lot of it is about trying 
to make sure people can be as active as possible. And in doing 
small things that help, for example, … take the stairs rather than 
the lift, can really help. It sounds trivial, but day in, day out over 
an entire work lifetime, it can be absolutely the difference between 
someone entering older age healthy or not healthy.” 

QUOTE: “Do your little bit of good where you are; it's 
those little bits of good put together that overwhelm the 

world.” - Desmond Tutu 
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God in the SCIENCES   

stages - at 21, at 35, at 53 - a total of 60 portraits covering the 
span of years.  
 
In this final painting the years have moved on as we see Simeon, 
mouthing ‘Nunc dimittis’ with his eyes half closed. Is the waiting 
over and the journey coming to an end, so that his eyes will fully 
close? Or will he open them to see that with the babe in his arms, 
God has more in store: the promise of a future as they step out 
together on a new journey? 

 

The Love of Wisdom of Natural Things  
 written by Dr Ruth M Bancewicz, who is Church Engagement Director    

at The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion in Cambridge.  
 
Some time ago a scientist was invited to speak at the Dewsbury 
Women’s Institute. He spoke about his research on polymers, hop-
ing that the women of this Yorkshire mill town would connect with 
his desire to develop new fibres. 
 
One person in particular, a woman called Betty who had worked in 
a mill since the age of 15, listened as if her life depended on it, and 
peppered him with questions afterwards. She had always been in-
terested in how things work, but until that day had not found any-
one to answer her questions. Whenever she had asked about the 
processes that they were using in the mill, she was just told to get 
on with her job. 
 
From the outside, science can seem a closed specialty, hemmed in 
by intimidating jargon. When McLeish described science as ‘the 
love of wisdom of natural things’, however, he realised he was 
opening a door. He was moved to see that Betty was not the only 
person who shed a tear when her questions were finally taken seri-
ously, confirming that her enquiring mind was indeed probing in 
the right direction – only fifty years too late. 
 
Hearing about people like Betty reminds me that science is a very 
natural activity for anyone to be involved in. McLeish is convinced 
that there is a future in ‘science therapy’. In his book Faith and 
Wisdom in Science, where this story appears, he asks the question 
“If a reintroduction to the activity of representing both inner and 

Christian Basics 
No 2 

‘How can a God of love allow suffering?’ Many people struggle with 
such questions, however the Bible helps us to understand how sin 
affects both our own lives and the world.  
 
Genesis provides us with a picture of how sin entered the world. In 
Genesis 2:16-17, God gave Adam and Eve both permission (‘You 
are free to eat from any tree in the garden’) and a prohibition (‘But 
you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil’), alongside warning them of the consequences of disobedience 
(‘For when you eat of it you will surely die’). 
 
In Genesis 3, they broke God’s law by eating fruit from the forbid-
den tree. As a result, their eyes were opened to the nature of sin 
(they knew shame) and their relationship with God was broken 
(they hid from Him). As a consequence, death entered their lives. 
This story reminds us that God gives us free will (an essential as-
pect of being human) to choose whether God will be at the centre 
of our lives or not.  
 
The Bible offers different ways of describing how sin:  
 
a spirit of independence: we don’t want God to interfere with our 
lives, preferring our own ideas, plans and ways of behaviour. 
 
ignoring the Maker’s instructions: if you ignore user instructions, 
you only have yourself to blame when things go wrong! God creat-
ed us to function with Him at the centre of our lives. 
 
missing the mark: we fail an exam even when we miss the pass 
mark by one mark: ‘All have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God’ (Romans 3:23).  
 
In a famous correspondence in The Times under the title ‘What’s 
wrong with the world?’ GK Chesterton’s letter simply said: ‘Dear 
Sir, I am.’ 

Paul Hardingham continues a year-long series 
on the very foundations of our Christian faith.  

 
What’s wrong with the world? 
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The Rev Dr Herbert McGonigle looks to Psalm 23 as the New Year 
begins.... 
 

The reality of faith in God 
 
As we enter this New Year of 2022 even the most devoted Chris-
tians can’t ignore the uncertainties we face. The whole world was 
caught up in the persistent spread of Coronavirus. It is shaking na-
tional economies and causing untold stress and harm. Many people 
fear that their lives and families will never be the same again. 
 
Almost daily the news has been gloomy and economic experts say 
the situation is the worst in living memory. How do we, as Chris-
tians, react to all this? What do we trust in? Has God something to 
say to us in these days? 
 
An answer may be found in a well-loved passage from the Bible – 
Psalm 23:  ‘The Lord is my shepherd …He restores my soul …he 
leads me …I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.’   
 
But in the middle of this lovely psalm there are three reminders 
that Christians are NOT exempt from the realities of life.  The 
psalmist speaks of ‘the paths of righteousness’, ‘the valley of the 
shadow’ and ‘the presence of my enemies.’   
 
The mention of ‘the paths of righteousness’ is a reminder that we 
are called to love the Lord and live our lives in righteousness. The 
wonderful promises in this psalm come with a condition; they are 
given to those who determine by God’s grace to live righteously.  
And that must be our first resolution for 2022.   
 
The ‘valley of the shadow’ may refer to death, but generally the 
reference here is wider.  It means all those occasions when fear 
and sorrow and heartbreak and loss come to even the best Chris-
tians.  
 
Then there are our ‘enemies.’ Originally that probably meant those 
wanting to kill the psalmist. For us it may be the seduction of old 
temptations, the fears that paralyse us and the memories of sins 
that still haunt us. 
 
The psalmist is a realist!  As Christians we live our lives in the real 
world! We are not floating on cloud nine; we are rooted in a fallen 
world and surrounded by temptations and sins and infirmities. Any 
day, pain, an incurable disease, even death itself, may come to us 
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God in the ARTS 

The Revd Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts with a 
famous masterpiece by Rembrandt.  This picture is reprinted here by kind 
permission of the National Museum, Stockholm.    
 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS 
 
Waiting is a common human experience. 
Our lives are made up of waiting that 
leads to encounter, and the waiting re-
quires patience and humility. Milton 
wrote in his blindness, ‘They also serve 
who only stand and wait’ as he won-
dered what he could do for God’s king-
dom now that his sight had gone. 
 
Simeon in this month’s painting of the 
‘Presentation of Christ’ had been wait-
ing. He belonged to a people who had 
been waiting for centuries. He was heir 

to the hopes and dreams of a nation waiting for a better world now 
that the holy city was in the hands of Roman invaders. With his 
people he clung to the hope that God would come to bring freedom 
and a new life. God’s chosen one, the Messiah, would bring this 
about. When it came, there was no fanfare, no warning, just an 
ordinary family from faraway Nazareth in the Temple, performing 
the religious duties for the firstborn son. But the waiting led to en-
counter, and the sight of the new-born child led to insight as Sime-
on recognised that light and salvation had at last come. 
 
Rembrandt has captured all this in his painting, ‘Simeon with the 
Christ Child in the Temple’: the faith and patience, the hope and 
humility of an old man, a priest, who takes the babe into his arms 
and blesses God. It was the artist’s last painting and left unfinished 
at his death in 1669. The figure of Mary by Simeon’s side may 
have been painted by another artist at a later stage. It is the aged 
priest and the new-born babe that impress us as we look: Simeon 
with his venerable beard and eyes half closed, and the tiny child 
cradled in his strong arms, looking up intently with his eyes open.  
 
As Rembrandt painted this canvas, was he saying something about 
his own life? He had not been afraid to paint his portrait at various 
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175 years ago, on 11th Feb 1847 that Thomas Edison, American in-
ventor and businessman was born.  Best known for inventing the first 
practical incandescent light bulb, phonograph, movie camera and pro-
jector, and many more. 
 

100 years ago, on 28th Feb 1922 that Egypt gained its independence 
from the UK. 
 

80 years ago, on 8th Feb 1942 that the Battle of Singapore took 
place. The Japanese then occupied Singapore until September 1945.  
This is regarded as the worst disaster in British military history, with 
about 80,000 British, Indian and Australian troops captured. 
 

75 years ago, on 7th Feb 1947 that the first of the Dead Sea Scrolls 
were found in caves in Khirbat Qumran (now in the West Bank, Pales-
tine). 
 

70 years ago, on 6thFeb 1952 that Princess Elizabeth ascended the 
throne following the death of her father, King George VI. She was in 
Kenya at the time and became the first Sovereign in over 200 years 
to accede while abroad. 
 

65 years ago, on 16th Feb 1957 that the Toddlers’ Truce was abol-
ished in Britain.  During the Truce, television admissions closed down 
for an hour so that young children could be put to bed.  Children’s 
programming ended at 6pm and adult programming began at 7pm. 
 

60 years ago, on 20th Feb 1962 that John Glenn became the first 
American astronaut to orbit the Earth.  He made three orbits in the 
space capsule Friendship 7. 
 

50 years ago, on 18th Feb 1972 that the House of Commons voted 
narrowly in favour (by eight votes) of joining the Common Market 
(now the European Union). 
 

30 years ago, on 20th Feb 1992 that the English Premier League was 
founded, superseding the first division of the Football League. 
 

25 years ago, on 22ndFeb 1997 that scientists at the Roslin Institute 
in Edinburgh announced that they had successfully cloned a mammal 
for the first time: a sheep named Dolly.   
 

20 years ago, on 4th Feb 2002 that Cancer Research UK was found-
ed.  It is the world’s largest independent cancer research and aware-
ness charity. 

Looking back … All in the MONTH of FEBRUARY 
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or to those we love. How do we face these realities?   
 
Psalm 23 has the answer. If we, by God’s grace, will walk in ‘the 
paths of righteousness,’ then all the promises are ours! The Lord 
will be our Shepherd. He will lead us by the still waters; He will re-
store our souls, prepare a table for us in the wilderness, protect 
and guide us with His rod and staff and, at the end, bring us into 
the house of the Lord forever. Let’s make Psalm 23 our charter of 
faith for 2022! 
 
Dr Herbert McGonigle is a former Senior Lecturer in Historical The-
ology, Church History and Wesley Studies in Nazarene Theological 
College, Manchester, England. 
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The Rev Dr Jo White continues her walk through the church year. 
 

Reflected Faith Series - Candlemas 
 
There are three reasons for this festival, which is held each year on 
the second of February. 
 

Firstly, it’s the halfway point between the shortest day and the 
Spring Equinox, so from that date on the daylight hours get longer. 
In pre-Christian times, this day was known as the 'Feast of Lights' 
and celebrated the increase strength of the life-giving sun as Win-
ter gave way to Spring. 
 

Secondly, it’s when we remember Mary and Joseph taking their ba-
by Jesus, to the Temple forty days after His birth. 
 

And the third reason? It’s directly linked to the name of the feast – 
Candlemas. It was so named because on that day each year all the 
candles for the coming year were brought into the church to be 
blessed at a ‘mass’. Remember that candles were important in 
those days, not only because there were no electric lights; people 
thought they gave protection against plague and illness and fam-
ine.  
 

In many churches on this feast there will be a procession of the 
whole congregation with lighted candles – often inside the whole 
building, going into every ‘dark’ corner. Everyone carries their own 
lighted candle, which they are encouraged to take home and light 
there also. 
 

One of the prayers that may be used is this: 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This month 
Christ is often called the ‘Light of the World’ who came to bring 
light, hope, and peace into our darkness. Have a think about those 
places that are dark for you and perhaps you do not like going 
there or will not go there.  Perhaps they are too painful or scary. 
Just pause for a short time with a lit candle and imagine Jesus go-
ing there for you or with you.  Lighting your way. Making it safe. 
He came to give us life – and life to the full – even in those dark 
places. 

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe. 
You make our darkness to be light. 

For with You is the well of life 
and in Your light shall we see light. 
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Solutions for the crossword puzzle on page 28 
ACROSS: 1, Credit. 4, Tackle. 7, Cain. 8, Kenaniah. 9, Strength. 13, Beg. 16, Salva-
tion Army. 17, ARC. 19, Every day. 24, Admonish. 25, Dire. 26, Sneeze. 27, Bronze. 
 
DOWN: 1, Cock. 2, Epistolic. 3, Taken. 4, Tenet. 5, Cane. 6, Leave. 10, Erase.     
11, Guide. 12, Honey. 13, Barbarian. 14, Guys. 15, Asia. 18, Rod in. 20, Voice.     
21, Rahab. 22, Hope. 23, Mene. 

Statistics for Mission 2020 

 
The Church of England’s Statistics for Mission 2020 report has  
recently been published. 
 
Figures published recently show that more than 9,000 churches 
offered ‘Church at Home’ worship, such as online or dial-in     
services, during the March-July 2020 lockdown.   
 
The full report also details in-person attendance figures for    
services which were, as expected, significantly lower than usual, 
amid legal restrictions on numbers because of the Covid-19   
pandemic. 
 
Most of the figures are based on an annual snapshot taken in  
October 2020, which fell just before the second full national  
lockdown in England, when adult average weekly attendance was 
57 per cent lower than 2019.  
 
Despite the restrictions, the figures were still collected by the 
Church of England Research and Statistics Unit to record and  
recognise those things that churches were able to do in such dif-
ficult circumstances, understand the impact of the pandemic on 
church life and give context to future figures. 

QUOTE: “If you are neutral in situations of injustice, 
you have chosen the side of the oppressor.                

If an elephant has its foot on the tail of a mouse, and 
you say that you are neutral, the mouse will not     

appreciate your neutrality.”  - Desmond Tutu 



22 

News 

Digital team wins series of awards for 

work during pandemic 

 
The Church of England’s Digital Team has been praised for 
‘incredible innovation and initiative’ as it won a series of awards 
for its output during the pandemic. 
 
A special Ash Wednesday Instagram filter, using Virtual Reality 
techniques, the popular Time to Pray app & podcast, and the 
2020 Advent and Christmas campaign 'Comfort and Joy' were 
among areas of work honoured at the annual 'Digital Impact 
Awards' in London.  
  
Competitors included household names such as Lloyds Banking 
Group, Fidelity, Centrica and Nestle.  
  
The judging panel said: “The Church of England has demonstrat-
ed incredible innovation and initiative in its adoption of digital 
tools to support the Christian community through the pandemic.  
  
“From online services to a multi-channels Christmas campaign to 
apps and virtual reality filters…The digital in-house team demon-
strated rigor and creativity as it built its various projects on a 
vast foundation of research, as they developed digital solutions 
to immediate problems.” 
  
The full list of awards is below: 
  

Digital Impact Awards 
•    In House Digital Team of the Year – Church of England. 
•    The Church of England has won three golds in the Digital  
 Impact Awards for: 
o    Best use of VR for the Ash Wednesday Instagram filter 
o    Best use of Audio for the Time to Pray app & podcast 
o    Best use of existing social media platforms for the 2020  
      Advent and Christmas campaign 
•    A further two silvers were awarded for: 
o    Best use of online video for the weekly online services  
o    Best digital employee communication for our Digital Labs 
 training programme 
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A Prayer at Candlemas 
By Daphne Kitching 
 
Dear Lord God, 
 
February can be a difficult, cold month, and this year there is much 
to be concerned about, with the pandemic still affecting our lives in 
so many ways. But thank you, Lord, that February can also be a 
month of wonderful signs of hope. 
Help us, when we look down, to see the snowdrops - sometimes 
known as Candlemas Bells - and other bulbs pushing through the 
dark earth, showing the promise of Spring and brighter days 
ahead.  
 
And then, help us to look up, to see the light of Jesus, Your revela-
tion to all the world, in that baby who grew and died and rose 
again to offer salvation, hope and life to all who put their trust in 
Him. 
 
Thank you, Father, for Jesus and that, because of Him, nothing – 
no pandemic, no circumstance - can ever separate us from You.  
 
Thank you for Your Holy Spirit, living in all who trust in You, giving 
us strength for each new day of this and every month. 
 
In Jesus name, 
Amen. 

QUOTE: “Differences are not intended to separate,   
to alienate. We are different precisely in order         

to realise our need of one another.”  - Desmond Tutu 
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The Rev Tony Horsfall, is a former missionary in East Malaysia, now a  
retreat leader based in West Yorkshire: here he considers the slow and 
steady type of Christian. 
 

Loved nonetheless 
 
Here is a thought on a verse of Scripture from the encounter of Je-
sus with a man described as a ‘rich, young ruler’.  
 
This man was keen to follow Jesus, but when told he must share 
his wealth with the poor decided it was too much to ask, and he 
went away sorrowful. In this context we read that, “Jesus, looking 
at him loved him (Mark 10:21).” 
 
This is a remarkable statement about Jesus, and the nature of di-
vine love, a love that doesn’t alter despite the ups and downs of 
our behaviour. It is constant and unchanging, truly without condi-
tion, and unshaken by the unpredictability of human response. 
We might have expected to hear Jesus say, ‘You foolish man’ or 
‘You stupid boy’, but there is no such rebuke, only love. Jesus 
might have been annoyed, disappointed, exasperated, alarmed, 
shocked . .  but all we feel is His love for someone who has missed 
a great opportunity. 
 
What a joy it is to know that Jesus loves us exactly as we are. 
When He looks at us, nothing is hidden from His gaze. He sees 
through all our pretence, all our subterfuge, all our attempts to put 
on a brave front. He knows who I am, completely. And yet He 
loves me unreservedly and without reservation. Amazing. 
 
Why walk away from a love like that? 

St Valentine’s Day  
 

Valentine was a priest during the reign of Emperor Claudius II 
who outlawed marriage for young men as he thought single men 
made better soldiers. Valentine defied the emperor and continued 
to marry couples in secret, but when found out he was sentenced 

to death and was executed on 14thFebruary 269 A.D.  
A story goes that while in prison he fell in love with the jailor’s 
daughter, and before his death wrote her a letter signed ‘From 

your Valentine.’ He was later made a Saint. 
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William Shakespeare came  

to get vaccinated  
 

 
Nurse: Which arm? 
Shakespeare: As you like it 
 
Nurse: Was that painful? 
Shakespeare: Much ado about nothing. 
 
Nurse: You will have to have a second 
jab. 
Shakespeare: Measure for measure? 
 
Nurse: So, how was the experience? 
Shakespeare: A midsummer night's dream! 
 
Nurse: So what do you think of the govt handling        
of Covid? 
Shakespeare: It's a Comedy of Errors. 
 
 

Shakespeare now asks the nurse: 
 

 
Shakespeare: When will my quarantine end? 
Nurse: On the Twelfth Night. 
 
Shakespeare: Who will foot my quarantine bill? 
Nurse: The Merchant of Venice. 
 
Shakespeare: Where will I be put up for my             
quarantine? 
Nurse: In a Hamlet. 
 
Shakespeare: Thank you for helping me! 
Nurse: All's Well That Ends Well. 
 
 
With thanks to Richard Elliott for passing on a smile received 
from his brother in Canada. 
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QUOTE: “Forgiving is not forgetting; it’s actually                      
remembering-remembering and not using your right 
to hit back. It’s a second chance for a new beginning.          
And the remembering part is particularly important.               

Especially if you don’t want to repeat                                
what happened.” - Desmond Tutu 
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Our Church COMMUNITY 

Hunt the Letterbox 
 

Easter eggs have been in the shops for some weeks, 
Christmas is a distant memory, so I’d almost forgotten 
some happy hours spent last December, playing a par-
ty game known as “Hunt the letterbox”. A small team 
had been recruited (press-ganged?) to deliver leaflets 
to the good residents of Pontesbury, informing them of 

what was happening at St. George’s over the Festive Break. The 
main aim was to get leaflets to as many households as possible be-
fore the events detailed within actually took place. Time was tight… 
 

We players had to shift: no time to admire the front garden, make 
friends with the dog, or even chat with the householder. Just find 
the letterbox, shove in the leaflet, retreat and go asap to the next 
one. Sometimes, I drew a bonus card, when I encountered one of 
those metal containers on or close to the gate, with little pitched 
roof and flap. No trudging down the path to find the front door and 
then the letterbox. So: time and effort saved. 
 

But sometimes, I drew a forfeit card. Here’s the house, but which 
is the front door: the one at the front or the one they really use - 
and which has the letterbox? If two letterboxes - which is the real 
one? If no letterbox – what now? Is there a convenient length of 
drainpipe. Or is that little metal container there all the time, by the 
gate – but just not that easy to spot in a hurry? Or maybe these 
people simply don’t want mail!....I can understand the merit of go-
ing “off-grid” to avoid bills and begging letters – but hey: I’m try-
ing to save your soul, not empty your wallet/purse! 
 

Then there are those houses with “home alone” canine inhabitants: 
the louder the dog, the more obvious that there’s no one else in. 
Burglars to note: have a piece of steak to hand and the place is all 
yours. At one such, I swear the dog ate the leaflet as I pushed it 
through the flap. Ah yes: the flap. How many of us actually try to 
post letters through our own letterbox and thus discover how easy 
it is - or not - to avoid crumpling the missive or losing a finger in 
the process? Thought not. 
 

Now, the game is over and Lent beckons….until we decide to do 
another mailshot. I give my undying respect to those who face all 
these challenges and more, for a living. Let’s hear it for the real 
Postmen (and Post-ladies): you win the prize!     

Allen Marsden 
   19 

 

We still prepare from week to week, adjusting as the current situ-
ation re Covid-19 dictates.  Our Under-Fives continue to enjoy the 
moment and it is good to share their joy.  ‘Big Dragons’ and Carers 
are working together to make the Dragon environment as safe as 
we possibly can – with masks at the ready, if considered appropri-
ate, and care for each other being at a premium.   
 
It is heart-warming to note the care and kindness shown all round. 
That is one of the few benefits of the pandemic, in that it has 
shown the kindness and care of one for another and we at St. 
George’s are so lucky to be surrounded by such care and kindness. 
We all hope and pray for life to become safer and more settled 
before too long. 
 
Note from our 3 intrepid Dragons:  They enjoyed their outing at 
the Christmas Tree Festival and, according to Idris, he was very 
well-behaved!  Hmm! 

 
From Val and from we three: 

QUOTE: “Don't raise your voice, improve your          
argument. Good sense does not always lie with the 

loudest shouters, nor can we say that a large, unruly 
crowd is always the best arbiter of what is right.”  - 

Desmond Tutu 
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also receive the gift of the Holy Spirit and we get to show our little 
bit of the world that we love Him and each other by how we are 
living our lives in front of them. I have never thought of Valen-
tine’s Day as a Holy Day before but it is probably a fantastic op-
portunity to show everyone in our little part of this world how 
much we love God and each other. 
 

Have a lovely and Holy, God-filled Valentine’s Day that will be a 
witness to all those around you of God’s love in and through you. 
 

Every Blessing,  From Mark Hackney 
 

Report from January’s PCC meeting. 
 

PCC Members met recently to address an extremely full Agenda.  
A Review of Christmas Services resulted in the general opinion 
that they had been very well-received, in particular the inter-
active crib service and the Candlelit Carol Service.  
 

A new Parish Christening Policy has been set up, to cover the 
whole of the Pontesbury/Stiperstones Group; and a Bereavement 
Group is in the process of being organised, supported by all the 
different denominations in both Pontesbury and Minsterley. 
 

Lots of Fund Raising activities are being arranged for the coming 
months – the first one being a Bingo, Bangers & Beer evening on 
12th February, and then the popular Beetle & Pancake Night,      
arranged for 1st March - both events are advertised elsewhere in 
this magazine.                                                                                      
                                            Val Butterworth. PCC Secretary 

Bits & pieces from Revd Greg 
 
Introducing Richard Lonsdale 
We are pleased to announce that Richard Lonsdale will be serving as cu-
rate in our group from next summer. Richard is married to Clare and has 
two children, Moray (aged 12) and Liv (aged 8). They will be living in the 
Vicarage at Minsterley from June, but Richard’s ministry will be across all 
parishes. There will be an opportunity to meet Richard and his family on 
Sunday Feb 6th when we will be hosting a group service at Minsterley at 
10.30, followed by a reception at Minsterley Village Hall after the service.  
 
Confirmation 
Anyone who thinks they might be interested in being confirmed should 
speak to Greg. 
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St. George’s Prayer Chain  is a small group of people who  be-
lieve that prayer can make a difference. Each person within the group 
offers daily prayer for anyone who asks for prayer.  
 

If you yourself or someone you know needs special prayer                   
for any reason, please contact                                                             

Revd. Shirley Small  01743 791885.  
 

All information given is given in confidence.  
A name is enough if that is all you wish to give. 

    St. George’s  PARISH VISITORS 
Would you, or someone you know, appreciate some help or a phone call? 
Maybe you’re feeling lonely,  isolated, in need of support and friendship?  

   We may not be able to visit you at the moment, but 
    St. George’s Church has a team of friendly people  who would love    

to phone you -  
  if we can help, we will !  

   

                         Call in confidence:  
                         Phone Marion Elliott  01743 792256 

This month’s Tea Service …  
 

… will be at 2.30pm in the WER on Tuesday 1st February. 

COMING SOON ... 

 

Beetle Drive & Pancakes 
St. George’s West End Room 

 

Tuesday, 1st March - 7.00 p.m. 

£5 per ticket 
 

Tickets available from  
Val: 790587    

Mary: 791069    
Heather: 790359 
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Bingo,  

Bangers  

& BYO Beer 
  
 

Saturday February 12th   

7pm  
St. George’s Church 

 

 

Enjoy some fun, super special hot, hot, hot, 
hotdogs, bring something from your special  

reserve to drink. 
 

Tickets £5 to include food, from  
Mary Worrall, Tel 01743 791069 

Bingo cards £1 each. 
Come and enjoy some fun in a safe environment.  
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Deanery of Pontesbury 

DEANERY NEWS 
Rural Dean: The Revd Bill Rowell 

telephone:  01938 552064   •   email:  wkrowell@btinternet.com 

Thought for the month from Mark Hackney  
                             Pontesbury Deanery Intergenerational Missioner 

In Matthew 22: 34 – 40 the Disciples ask what is the Greatest 
Commandment.  Jesus answers by not just telling them the great-
est, but He also gives them the second as well. When you break 
them down they are really short and to the point. They are, love 
God and love each other. 
 

As I am writing this in early January, my mind has been very firm-
ly focussed on finding a Lent course to hold on Zoom for those not 
wanting or feeling able to join in face to face. In my head I am 
thinking we are nearly at Easter. But, my head is screaming we 
have only just celebrated Christmas, surely not Easter already. 
But, there you go, we are now thinking Lent courses!   As my mind 
settles, it reassures me (at the time of writing), that we have over 
Five weeks before Ash Wednesday and I think that this is a good 
amount of time to focus on something else.  
 

I am now getting into schools, mentoring, doing clubs, Church, 
play groups, Messy Church and many other things. All of a sud-
den, my head is busy again, so I stop and think what can I focus 
on in February that feels good to me and makes others feel good 
as well. As I ponder, Valentine’s Day pops into my mind and I 
think yes, Valentine’s Day is about loving each other, spending 
time with each other and if you are lucky, a present and a nice 
meal out together. Showing our little bit of the world we are in 
love. 
 

It seems to me that we could look at Valentine’s Day and draw a 
comparison to being a Christian in a relationship with God.  We are 
in a loving relationship with the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We 
are spending time with them in prayer, reading the Bible and do-
ing good deeds and acts of kindness for others. We are hopefully 
trying to be the best that we can be.  
 
We know that this relationship is a FREE gift that comes with the 
promise of eternal life with God by Grace through Jesus Christ. We 
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promise of eternal life with God by Grace through Jesus Christ. We 
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also receive the gift of the Holy Spirit and we get to show our little 
bit of the world that we love Him and each other by how we are 
living our lives in front of them. I have never thought of Valen-
tine’s Day as a Holy Day before but it is probably a fantastic op-
portunity to show everyone in our little part of this world how 
much we love God and each other. 
 

Have a lovely and Holy, God-filled Valentine’s Day that will be a 
witness to all those around you of God’s love in and through you. 
 

Every Blessing,  From Mark Hackney 
 

Report from January’s PCC meeting. 
 

PCC Members met recently to address an extremely full Agenda.  
A Review of Christmas Services resulted in the general opinion 
that they had been very well-received, in particular the inter-
active crib service and the Candlelit Carol Service.  
 

A new Parish Christening Policy has been set up, to cover the 
whole of the Pontesbury/Stiperstones Group; and a Bereavement 
Group is in the process of being organised, supported by all the 
different denominations in both Pontesbury and Minsterley. 
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Anyone who thinks they might be interested in being confirmed should 
speak to Greg. 
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St. George’s Prayer Chain  is a small group of people who  be-
lieve that prayer can make a difference. Each person within the group 
offers daily prayer for anyone who asks for prayer.  
 

If you yourself or someone you know needs special prayer                   
for any reason, please contact                                                             

Revd. Shirley Small  01743 791885.  
 

All information given is given in confidence.  
A name is enough if that is all you wish to give. 

    St. George’s  PARISH VISITORS 
Would you, or someone you know, appreciate some help or a phone call? 
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    St. George’s Church has a team of friendly people  who would love    

to phone you -  
  if we can help, we will !  
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… will be at 2.30pm in the WER on Tuesday 1st February. 
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Tickets available from  
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Our Church COMMUNITY 

Hunt the Letterbox 
 

Easter eggs have been in the shops for some weeks, 
Christmas is a distant memory, so I’d almost forgotten 
some happy hours spent last December, playing a par-
ty game known as “Hunt the letterbox”. A small team 
had been recruited (press-ganged?) to deliver leaflets 
to the good residents of Pontesbury, informing them of 

what was happening at St. George’s over the Festive Break. The 
main aim was to get leaflets to as many households as possible be-
fore the events detailed within actually took place. Time was tight… 
 

We players had to shift: no time to admire the front garden, make 
friends with the dog, or even chat with the householder. Just find 
the letterbox, shove in the leaflet, retreat and go asap to the next 
one. Sometimes, I drew a bonus card, when I encountered one of 
those metal containers on or close to the gate, with little pitched 
roof and flap. No trudging down the path to find the front door and 
then the letterbox. So: time and effort saved. 
 

But sometimes, I drew a forfeit card. Here’s the house, but which 
is the front door: the one at the front or the one they really use - 
and which has the letterbox? If two letterboxes - which is the real 
one? If no letterbox – what now? Is there a convenient length of 
drainpipe. Or is that little metal container there all the time, by the 
gate – but just not that easy to spot in a hurry? Or maybe these 
people simply don’t want mail!....I can understand the merit of go-
ing “off-grid” to avoid bills and begging letters – but hey: I’m try-
ing to save your soul, not empty your wallet/purse! 
 

Then there are those houses with “home alone” canine inhabitants: 
the louder the dog, the more obvious that there’s no one else in. 
Burglars to note: have a piece of steak to hand and the place is all 
yours. At one such, I swear the dog ate the leaflet as I pushed it 
through the flap. Ah yes: the flap. How many of us actually try to 
post letters through our own letterbox and thus discover how easy 
it is - or not - to avoid crumpling the missive or losing a finger in 
the process? Thought not. 
 

Now, the game is over and Lent beckons….until we decide to do 
another mailshot. I give my undying respect to those who face all 
these challenges and more, for a living. Let’s hear it for the real 
Postmen (and Post-ladies): you win the prize!     

Allen Marsden 
   19 

 

We still prepare from week to week, adjusting as the current situ-
ation re Covid-19 dictates.  Our Under-Fives continue to enjoy the 
moment and it is good to share their joy.  ‘Big Dragons’ and Carers 
are working together to make the Dragon environment as safe as 
we possibly can – with masks at the ready, if considered appropri-
ate, and care for each other being at a premium.   
 
It is heart-warming to note the care and kindness shown all round. 
That is one of the few benefits of the pandemic, in that it has 
shown the kindness and care of one for another and we at St. 
George’s are so lucky to be surrounded by such care and kindness. 
We all hope and pray for life to become safer and more settled 
before too long. 
 
Note from our 3 intrepid Dragons:  They enjoyed their outing at 
the Christmas Tree Festival and, according to Idris, he was very 
well-behaved!  Hmm! 

 
From Val and from we three: 

QUOTE: “Don't raise your voice, improve your          
argument. Good sense does not always lie with the 

loudest shouters, nor can we say that a large, unruly 
crowd is always the best arbiter of what is right.”  - 

Desmond Tutu 
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QUOTE: “Forgiving is not forgetting; it’s actually                      
remembering-remembering and not using your right 
to hit back. It’s a second chance for a new beginning.          
And the remembering part is particularly important.               

Especially if you don’t want to repeat                                
what happened.” - Desmond Tutu 
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The Rev Tony Horsfall, is a former missionary in East Malaysia, now a  
retreat leader based in West Yorkshire: here he considers the slow and 
steady type of Christian. 
 

Loved nonetheless 
 
Here is a thought on a verse of Scripture from the encounter of Je-
sus with a man described as a ‘rich, young ruler’.  
 
This man was keen to follow Jesus, but when told he must share 
his wealth with the poor decided it was too much to ask, and he 
went away sorrowful. In this context we read that, “Jesus, looking 
at him loved him (Mark 10:21).” 
 
This is a remarkable statement about Jesus, and the nature of di-
vine love, a love that doesn’t alter despite the ups and downs of 
our behaviour. It is constant and unchanging, truly without condi-
tion, and unshaken by the unpredictability of human response. 
We might have expected to hear Jesus say, ‘You foolish man’ or 
‘You stupid boy’, but there is no such rebuke, only love. Jesus 
might have been annoyed, disappointed, exasperated, alarmed, 
shocked . .  but all we feel is His love for someone who has missed 
a great opportunity. 
 
What a joy it is to know that Jesus loves us exactly as we are. 
When He looks at us, nothing is hidden from His gaze. He sees 
through all our pretence, all our subterfuge, all our attempts to put 
on a brave front. He knows who I am, completely. And yet He 
loves me unreservedly and without reservation. Amazing. 
 
Why walk away from a love like that? 

St Valentine’s Day  
 

Valentine was a priest during the reign of Emperor Claudius II 
who outlawed marriage for young men as he thought single men 
made better soldiers. Valentine defied the emperor and continued 
to marry couples in secret, but when found out he was sentenced 

to death and was executed on 14thFebruary 269 A.D.  
A story goes that while in prison he fell in love with the jailor’s 
daughter, and before his death wrote her a letter signed ‘From 

your Valentine.’ He was later made a Saint. 
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William Shakespeare came  

to get vaccinated  
 

 
Nurse: Which arm? 
Shakespeare: As you like it 
 
Nurse: Was that painful? 
Shakespeare: Much ado about nothing. 
 
Nurse: You will have to have a second 
jab. 
Shakespeare: Measure for measure? 
 
Nurse: So, how was the experience? 
Shakespeare: A midsummer night's dream! 
 
Nurse: So what do you think of the govt handling        
of Covid? 
Shakespeare: It's a Comedy of Errors. 
 
 

Shakespeare now asks the nurse: 
 

 
Shakespeare: When will my quarantine end? 
Nurse: On the Twelfth Night. 
 
Shakespeare: Who will foot my quarantine bill? 
Nurse: The Merchant of Venice. 
 
Shakespeare: Where will I be put up for my             
quarantine? 
Nurse: In a Hamlet. 
 
Shakespeare: Thank you for helping me! 
Nurse: All's Well That Ends Well. 
 
 
With thanks to Richard Elliott for passing on a smile received 
from his brother in Canada. 
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News 

Digital team wins series of awards for 

work during pandemic 

 
The Church of England’s Digital Team has been praised for 
‘incredible innovation and initiative’ as it won a series of awards 
for its output during the pandemic. 
 
A special Ash Wednesday Instagram filter, using Virtual Reality 
techniques, the popular Time to Pray app & podcast, and the 
2020 Advent and Christmas campaign 'Comfort and Joy' were 
among areas of work honoured at the annual 'Digital Impact 
Awards' in London.  
  
Competitors included household names such as Lloyds Banking 
Group, Fidelity, Centrica and Nestle.  
  
The judging panel said: “The Church of England has demonstrat-
ed incredible innovation and initiative in its adoption of digital 
tools to support the Christian community through the pandemic.  
  
“From online services to a multi-channels Christmas campaign to 
apps and virtual reality filters…The digital in-house team demon-
strated rigor and creativity as it built its various projects on a 
vast foundation of research, as they developed digital solutions 
to immediate problems.” 
  
The full list of awards is below: 
  

Digital Impact Awards 
•    In House Digital Team of the Year – Church of England. 
•    The Church of England has won three golds in the Digital  
 Impact Awards for: 
o    Best use of VR for the Ash Wednesday Instagram filter 
o    Best use of Audio for the Time to Pray app & podcast 
o    Best use of existing social media platforms for the 2020  
      Advent and Christmas campaign 
•    A further two silvers were awarded for: 
o    Best use of online video for the weekly online services  
o    Best digital employee communication for our Digital Labs 
 training programme 
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A Prayer at Candlemas 
By Daphne Kitching 
 
Dear Lord God, 
 
February can be a difficult, cold month, and this year there is much 
to be concerned about, with the pandemic still affecting our lives in 
so many ways. But thank you, Lord, that February can also be a 
month of wonderful signs of hope. 
Help us, when we look down, to see the snowdrops - sometimes 
known as Candlemas Bells - and other bulbs pushing through the 
dark earth, showing the promise of Spring and brighter days 
ahead.  
 
And then, help us to look up, to see the light of Jesus, Your revela-
tion to all the world, in that baby who grew and died and rose 
again to offer salvation, hope and life to all who put their trust in 
Him. 
 
Thank you, Father, for Jesus and that, because of Him, nothing – 
no pandemic, no circumstance - can ever separate us from You.  
 
Thank you for Your Holy Spirit, living in all who trust in You, giving 
us strength for each new day of this and every month. 
 
In Jesus name, 
Amen. 

QUOTE: “Differences are not intended to separate,   
to alienate. We are different precisely in order         

to realise our need of one another.”  - Desmond Tutu 
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The Rev Dr Jo White continues her walk through the church year. 
 

Reflected Faith Series - Candlemas 
 
There are three reasons for this festival, which is held each year on 
the second of February. 
 

Firstly, it’s the halfway point between the shortest day and the 
Spring Equinox, so from that date on the daylight hours get longer. 
In pre-Christian times, this day was known as the 'Feast of Lights' 
and celebrated the increase strength of the life-giving sun as Win-
ter gave way to Spring. 
 

Secondly, it’s when we remember Mary and Joseph taking their ba-
by Jesus, to the Temple forty days after His birth. 
 

And the third reason? It’s directly linked to the name of the feast – 
Candlemas. It was so named because on that day each year all the 
candles for the coming year were brought into the church to be 
blessed at a ‘mass’. Remember that candles were important in 
those days, not only because there were no electric lights; people 
thought they gave protection against plague and illness and fam-
ine.  
 

In many churches on this feast there will be a procession of the 
whole congregation with lighted candles – often inside the whole 
building, going into every ‘dark’ corner. Everyone carries their own 
lighted candle, which they are encouraged to take home and light 
there also. 
 

One of the prayers that may be used is this: 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This month 
Christ is often called the ‘Light of the World’ who came to bring 
light, hope, and peace into our darkness. Have a think about those 
places that are dark for you and perhaps you do not like going 
there or will not go there.  Perhaps they are too painful or scary. 
Just pause for a short time with a lit candle and imagine Jesus go-
ing there for you or with you.  Lighting your way. Making it safe. 
He came to give us life – and life to the full – even in those dark 
places. 

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe. 
You make our darkness to be light. 

For with You is the well of life 
and in Your light shall we see light. 
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Solutions for the crossword puzzle on page 28 
ACROSS: 1, Credit. 4, Tackle. 7, Cain. 8, Kenaniah. 9, Strength. 13, Beg. 16, Salva-
tion Army. 17, ARC. 19, Every day. 24, Admonish. 25, Dire. 26, Sneeze. 27, Bronze. 
 
DOWN: 1, Cock. 2, Epistolic. 3, Taken. 4, Tenet. 5, Cane. 6, Leave. 10, Erase.     
11, Guide. 12, Honey. 13, Barbarian. 14, Guys. 15, Asia. 18, Rod in. 20, Voice.     
21, Rahab. 22, Hope. 23, Mene. 

Statistics for Mission 2020 

 
The Church of England’s Statistics for Mission 2020 report has  
recently been published. 
 
Figures published recently show that more than 9,000 churches 
offered ‘Church at Home’ worship, such as online or dial-in     
services, during the March-July 2020 lockdown.   
 
The full report also details in-person attendance figures for    
services which were, as expected, significantly lower than usual, 
amid legal restrictions on numbers because of the Covid-19   
pandemic. 
 
Most of the figures are based on an annual snapshot taken in  
October 2020, which fell just before the second full national  
lockdown in England, when adult average weekly attendance was 
57 per cent lower than 2019.  
 
Despite the restrictions, the figures were still collected by the 
Church of England Research and Statistics Unit to record and  
recognise those things that churches were able to do in such dif-
ficult circumstances, understand the impact of the pandemic on 
church life and give context to future figures. 

QUOTE: “If you are neutral in situations of injustice, 
you have chosen the side of the oppressor.                

If an elephant has its foot on the tail of a mouse, and 
you say that you are neutral, the mouse will not     

appreciate your neutrality.”  - Desmond Tutu 
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175 years ago, on 11th Feb 1847 that Thomas Edison, American in-
ventor and businessman was born.  Best known for inventing the first 
practical incandescent light bulb, phonograph, movie camera and pro-
jector, and many more. 
 

100 years ago, on 28th Feb 1922 that Egypt gained its independence 
from the UK. 
 

80 years ago, on 8th Feb 1942 that the Battle of Singapore took 
place. The Japanese then occupied Singapore until September 1945.  
This is regarded as the worst disaster in British military history, with 
about 80,000 British, Indian and Australian troops captured. 
 

75 years ago, on 7th Feb 1947 that the first of the Dead Sea Scrolls 
were found in caves in Khirbat Qumran (now in the West Bank, Pales-
tine). 
 

70 years ago, on 6thFeb 1952 that Princess Elizabeth ascended the 
throne following the death of her father, King George VI. She was in 
Kenya at the time and became the first Sovereign in over 200 years 
to accede while abroad. 
 

65 years ago, on 16th Feb 1957 that the Toddlers’ Truce was abol-
ished in Britain.  During the Truce, television admissions closed down 
for an hour so that young children could be put to bed.  Children’s 
programming ended at 6pm and adult programming began at 7pm. 
 

60 years ago, on 20th Feb 1962 that John Glenn became the first 
American astronaut to orbit the Earth.  He made three orbits in the 
space capsule Friendship 7. 
 

50 years ago, on 18th Feb 1972 that the House of Commons voted 
narrowly in favour (by eight votes) of joining the Common Market 
(now the European Union). 
 

30 years ago, on 20th Feb 1992 that the English Premier League was 
founded, superseding the first division of the Football League. 
 

25 years ago, on 22ndFeb 1997 that scientists at the Roslin Institute 
in Edinburgh announced that they had successfully cloned a mammal 
for the first time: a sheep named Dolly.   
 

20 years ago, on 4th Feb 2002 that Cancer Research UK was found-
ed.  It is the world’s largest independent cancer research and aware-
ness charity. 

Looking back … All in the MONTH of FEBRUARY 
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or to those we love. How do we face these realities?   
 
Psalm 23 has the answer. If we, by God’s grace, will walk in ‘the 
paths of righteousness,’ then all the promises are ours! The Lord 
will be our Shepherd. He will lead us by the still waters; He will re-
store our souls, prepare a table for us in the wilderness, protect 
and guide us with His rod and staff and, at the end, bring us into 
the house of the Lord forever. Let’s make Psalm 23 our charter of 
faith for 2022! 
 
Dr Herbert McGonigle is a former Senior Lecturer in Historical The-
ology, Church History and Wesley Studies in Nazarene Theological 
College, Manchester, England. 
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The Rev Dr Herbert McGonigle looks to Psalm 23 as the New Year 
begins.... 
 

The reality of faith in God 
 
As we enter this New Year of 2022 even the most devoted Chris-
tians can’t ignore the uncertainties we face. The whole world was 
caught up in the persistent spread of Coronavirus. It is shaking na-
tional economies and causing untold stress and harm. Many people 
fear that their lives and families will never be the same again. 
 
Almost daily the news has been gloomy and economic experts say 
the situation is the worst in living memory. How do we, as Chris-
tians, react to all this? What do we trust in? Has God something to 
say to us in these days? 
 
An answer may be found in a well-loved passage from the Bible – 
Psalm 23:  ‘The Lord is my shepherd …He restores my soul …he 
leads me …I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.’   
 
But in the middle of this lovely psalm there are three reminders 
that Christians are NOT exempt from the realities of life.  The 
psalmist speaks of ‘the paths of righteousness’, ‘the valley of the 
shadow’ and ‘the presence of my enemies.’   
 
The mention of ‘the paths of righteousness’ is a reminder that we 
are called to love the Lord and live our lives in righteousness. The 
wonderful promises in this psalm come with a condition; they are 
given to those who determine by God’s grace to live righteously.  
And that must be our first resolution for 2022.   
 
The ‘valley of the shadow’ may refer to death, but generally the 
reference here is wider.  It means all those occasions when fear 
and sorrow and heartbreak and loss come to even the best Chris-
tians.  
 
Then there are our ‘enemies.’ Originally that probably meant those 
wanting to kill the psalmist. For us it may be the seduction of old 
temptations, the fears that paralyse us and the memories of sins 
that still haunt us. 
 
The psalmist is a realist!  As Christians we live our lives in the real 
world! We are not floating on cloud nine; we are rooted in a fallen 
world and surrounded by temptations and sins and infirmities. Any 
day, pain, an incurable disease, even death itself, may come to us 
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God in the ARTS 

The Revd Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts with a 
famous masterpiece by Rembrandt.  This picture is reprinted here by kind 
permission of the National Museum, Stockholm.    
 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS 
 
Waiting is a common human experience. 
Our lives are made up of waiting that 
leads to encounter, and the waiting re-
quires patience and humility. Milton 
wrote in his blindness, ‘They also serve 
who only stand and wait’ as he won-
dered what he could do for God’s king-
dom now that his sight had gone. 
 
Simeon in this month’s painting of the 
‘Presentation of Christ’ had been wait-
ing. He belonged to a people who had 
been waiting for centuries. He was heir 

to the hopes and dreams of a nation waiting for a better world now 
that the holy city was in the hands of Roman invaders. With his 
people he clung to the hope that God would come to bring freedom 
and a new life. God’s chosen one, the Messiah, would bring this 
about. When it came, there was no fanfare, no warning, just an 
ordinary family from faraway Nazareth in the Temple, performing 
the religious duties for the firstborn son. But the waiting led to en-
counter, and the sight of the new-born child led to insight as Sime-
on recognised that light and salvation had at last come. 
 
Rembrandt has captured all this in his painting, ‘Simeon with the 
Christ Child in the Temple’: the faith and patience, the hope and 
humility of an old man, a priest, who takes the babe into his arms 
and blesses God. It was the artist’s last painting and left unfinished 
at his death in 1669. The figure of Mary by Simeon’s side may 
have been painted by another artist at a later stage. It is the aged 
priest and the new-born babe that impress us as we look: Simeon 
with his venerable beard and eyes half closed, and the tiny child 
cradled in his strong arms, looking up intently with his eyes open.  
 
As Rembrandt painted this canvas, was he saying something about 
his own life? He had not been afraid to paint his portrait at various 
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God in the SCIENCES   

stages - at 21, at 35, at 53 - a total of 60 portraits covering the 
span of years.  
 
In this final painting the years have moved on as we see Simeon, 
mouthing ‘Nunc dimittis’ with his eyes half closed. Is the waiting 
over and the journey coming to an end, so that his eyes will fully 
close? Or will he open them to see that with the babe in his arms, 
God has more in store: the promise of a future as they step out 
together on a new journey? 

 

The Love of Wisdom of Natural Things  
 written by Dr Ruth M Bancewicz, who is Church Engagement Director    

at The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion in Cambridge.  
 
Some time ago a scientist was invited to speak at the Dewsbury 
Women’s Institute. He spoke about his research on polymers, hop-
ing that the women of this Yorkshire mill town would connect with 
his desire to develop new fibres. 
 
One person in particular, a woman called Betty who had worked in 
a mill since the age of 15, listened as if her life depended on it, and 
peppered him with questions afterwards. She had always been in-
terested in how things work, but until that day had not found any-
one to answer her questions. Whenever she had asked about the 
processes that they were using in the mill, she was just told to get 
on with her job. 
 
From the outside, science can seem a closed specialty, hemmed in 
by intimidating jargon. When McLeish described science as ‘the 
love of wisdom of natural things’, however, he realised he was 
opening a door. He was moved to see that Betty was not the only 
person who shed a tear when her questions were finally taken seri-
ously, confirming that her enquiring mind was indeed probing in 
the right direction – only fifty years too late. 
 
Hearing about people like Betty reminds me that science is a very 
natural activity for anyone to be involved in. McLeish is convinced 
that there is a future in ‘science therapy’. In his book Faith and 
Wisdom in Science, where this story appears, he asks the question 
“If a reintroduction to the activity of representing both inner and 

Christian Basics 
No 2 

‘How can a God of love allow suffering?’ Many people struggle with 
such questions, however the Bible helps us to understand how sin 
affects both our own lives and the world.  
 
Genesis provides us with a picture of how sin entered the world. In 
Genesis 2:16-17, God gave Adam and Eve both permission (‘You 
are free to eat from any tree in the garden’) and a prohibition (‘But 
you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil’), alongside warning them of the consequences of disobedience 
(‘For when you eat of it you will surely die’). 
 
In Genesis 3, they broke God’s law by eating fruit from the forbid-
den tree. As a result, their eyes were opened to the nature of sin 
(they knew shame) and their relationship with God was broken 
(they hid from Him). As a consequence, death entered their lives. 
This story reminds us that God gives us free will (an essential as-
pect of being human) to choose whether God will be at the centre 
of our lives or not.  
 
The Bible offers different ways of describing how sin:  
 
a spirit of independence: we don’t want God to interfere with our 
lives, preferring our own ideas, plans and ways of behaviour. 
 
ignoring the Maker’s instructions: if you ignore user instructions, 
you only have yourself to blame when things go wrong! God creat-
ed us to function with Him at the centre of our lives. 
 
missing the mark: we fail an exam even when we miss the pass 
mark by one mark: ‘All have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God’ (Romans 3:23).  
 
In a famous correspondence in The Times under the title ‘What’s 
wrong with the world?’ GK Chesterton’s letter simply said: ‘Dear 
Sir, I am.’ 

Paul Hardingham continues a year-long series 
on the very foundations of our Christian faith.  

 
What’s wrong with the world? 
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Looking at GOD 

Canon Paul Hardingham considers the nature of true love. 
 

God So Loved the World 
 
‘For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal 
life.’ (John 3:16) 
 
This month, as we mark St Valentines’ Day, we focus on the im-
portance of love. In understanding the way God loves us, this 
verse shows us how we should love others. God’s love is uncondi-
tional: God demonstrated His unconditional love for us by sending 
His Son into this world, to show us how we should love others, es-
pecially when it is undeserved! ‘There is nothing we can do to 
make God love us more. There is nothing we can do to make God 
love us less.’ (Philip Yancey). 
 
God’s love is sacrificial: God’s love is not selfish or self-seeking, 
but selfless and self-sacrificial, putting the needs of others first. 
This is demonstrated by the cross, which is the supreme demon-
stration of God’s love. He died for our sins to give us access to 
God’s love, which is made real in our lives by the Holy Spirit. 
 
God’s love is forgiving: According to the film Love Story, ‘Love 
means never having to say you’re sorry.’ Yet Jesus’ love for us en-
ables us to forgive others, as we find His forgiveness through the 
gift of eternal life, available to all who put their trust in Him.  
 
In this World Cup Year, we remember Bobby Moore describing the 
terror of receiving the World Cup from the Queen in 1966: “I no-
ticed that the Queen was wearing some beautiful white gloves. I 
looked down at my hands and they were completely covered with 
mud!” 
 
Although we approach God with dirty and spoilt lives, because of 
His love, we can shake hands with a holy God and share that love 
with others.  
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outer worlds in paint, music and drama can help to heal minds, 
what hope might there be for a participation in a gentle and con-
templative science in restoring a broken or misunderstood rela-
tionship with the physical world?”  
 
This story inspired me to run a number of hands-on science activi-
ties with adult audiences in churches. I have extracted DNA from 
strawberries with a midweek group for older people, organised 
hands-on exhibits to liven up lecture or discussion events, and 
even had groups extracting DNA from their own cheek cells. 
 
Every time I lead activities like these, I find that grown-ups are 
grateful for the opportunity to have a go at science themselves. I 
love helping church-based groups, in particular, to reconnect with 
science and celebrate what they find. Science is not just for chil-
dren and professionals – it is for everyone to enjoy and explore 
the world God made.  

You and Chris Witty 
 
Prof Chris Witty, England’s Chief Medical Of-
ficer, wants you to use the stairs more. 
 
At the recent Confederation of British Indus-

try’s annual conference, he told employers that they should tell 
their staff to take the stairs because it could mean the difference 
between entering old age ‘healthy or not’.   
 
He said: “in the medium to longer term, a lot of it is about trying 
to make sure people can be as active as possible. And in doing 
small things that help, for example, … take the stairs rather than 
the lift, can really help. It sounds trivial, but day in, day out over 
an entire work lifetime, it can be absolutely the difference between 
someone entering older age healthy or not healthy.” 

QUOTE: “Do your little bit of good where you are; it's 
those little bits of good put together that overwhelm the 

world.” - Desmond Tutu 
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Your PUZZLES for February 

Across 
1  ‘If you love those who love you, what — 
is that to you?’ (Luke 6:32) (6) 
4  ‘They threw the ship’s — overboard’ (Acts 
27:19) (6) 
7  The first murderer (Genesis 4:8) (4) 
8  He was the head Levite in charge of the 
singing when the ark of God was brought 
back to Jerusalem (1 Chronicles 15:22) (8) 
9  Samson was noted for this (Judges 16:6) 
(8) 
13 Solicit money or food from passers by 
(Acts 3:2) (3) 
16 What William Booth’s Christian Mission 
became in 1878 (9,4) 
17 Alliance of Religions and Conservation 
(1,1,1) 

19 ‘I will praise your name for ever and ever — — I will praise you’(Psalm 145:1–2) 
(5,3)        
24 Simon had (anag.) (8)   25 Desperate (Deuteronomy 28:48) (4) 
26 Elisha witnessed the boy he was seeking to resuscitate do this seven times before 
opening his eyes (2 Kings 4:35) (6) 
27 The belly and thighs of the statue in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream were made of this 
(Daniel 2:32) (6) 
 

Down 
1  ‘Before the — crows, you will disown me three times’ (Matthew 26:75) (4) 
2  Relating to the books of the Bible between Acts and Revelation (9) 
3  ‘They have — the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put 
him!’ (John 20:2) (5)                4  Belief (5) 
5  ‘Take the following fine spices: ... 250 shekels of fragrant — ’ (Exodus 30:23) (4) 
6  ‘Do not — Jerusalem, but wait for the gift’ (Acts 1:4) (5)       10 A seer (anag.) (5) 
11 ‘Even there your hand will — me’ (Psalm 139:10) (5) 
12 The wild variety was part of John the Baptist’s diet (Mark 1:6) (5) 
13 A non-Greek speaker who was looked down on by civilized people (Colossians 3:11) 
(9) 
14 Famous 1950s musical whose characters included members of 16 Across, — and 
Dolls (4) 
15 The province from which Paul wrote to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 16:19) (4) 
18 ‘He was standing in the gateway with a linen cord and a measuring — — his 
hand’ (Ezekiel 40:3) (3,2) 
20 ‘Today, if you hear his — , do not harden your hearts as you did in the rebel-
lion’ (Hebrews 3:15) (5) 
21 The Jericho prostitute who hid two Israelite spies on the roof of her house 
(Hebrews 11:31) (5) 
22 ‘And now these three remain: faith, — and love. But the greatest of these is 
love’  (1 Corinthians 13:13) (4) 
23 ‘God has numbered the days of your reign and brought it to an end’ (Daniel 5:26) 
(4) 
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Here are the Sunday Service details, and the readings  
which you may enjoy at home if you are unable  

to join a church service this month.  

Readings and Services for this MONTH 

Date Service Readings 

  
1st February  
Tuesday 
 

Tea Service 
2.30pm 

 

6th February 
4th Sunday before Lent 
 

Group Service  
at Minsterley 
10.30am  

Isaiah 6: 1-8 
1 Corinthians 15: 1-11 
Luke 5:1-11  

13th February 
3rd Sunday before Lent 
 

Holy Communion 
10.30am. 

(Jeremiah 17: 5 – 10) 
1 Corinthians 15: 12 – 20 
Luke 6: 17 - 26  

20th February 
2nd Sunday before 
Lent 
 

Holy Communion 
10.30am  

Genesis 2: 4b - 9, 15 – end 
(Revelation 4) 
Luke 8: 22 - 25  

27th February 
Sunday next before 
Lent 
 

Holy Communion 
10.30am 

(Exodus 34: 29 – end) 
2 Corinthians 3: 12 – 4:2 
Luke 9: 28 – 36  

Spotted on a church notice board: 
 

When you were born, your mother brought you here. 
When you were married, your partner brought you here. 

When you die, your family will bring you here. 
In the meantime, why not try coming on  

your own sometimes? 
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er account of a man (not a wizard) unexpectedly returning from 
the dead. There is a difference, however, in the Christian account. 
In all these fictional encounters with death, it transpires that the 
victim doesn’t really die and that’s how he or she manages to re-
turn to life. In the Bible, the writers go to great lengths to under-
line the fact that Jesus really died. The centurion places a spear in 
his side to check. Pilate is surprised to find that Jesus has already 
died (crucifixion takes a long time) and double checks with the 
centurion; and on his return from death, Jesus shows his nail-
pierced hands and wounded side to his disciples and then Thomas. 
 
Moreover, the other Bible writers, St Paul chief among them, reit-
erate time and again that Christ died. This is strange when you 
reflect for a moment how common an experience death is! We all 
die, why is Jesus’ death so noteworthy? Well, there are a range of 
important answers to that question, and Easter will arrive before 
we know it, for us to explore others. The point I am making here 
is that Jesus’ death is important because it isn’t the end of his life. 
He died and yet there is more. This is the promise that he holds 
out to each one of us. We don’t need to avoid death, only trust 
that it is not the end of life. 
 

Every blessing 
Greg 

 God’s Valentine 
By Megan Carter 
 
For God so loved the world He sent His Son    
There was no other way to let us know, 
So Jesus came to us from heaven’s realm 
To bring God’s love to all of us below. 
 
He took on flesh, became like one of us, 
Taught and healed and loved wherever He went 
Showing the Father’s love for all to see 
He truly was a gift from heaven sent. 
 
The Bible is God’s precious Word of Life 
A living breathing word like no other, 
It is a heavenly letter of love to us 
Sent ‘From your God the Everlasting Father’. 
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To place an advertisement in this   

magazine, please email:                                        
stgsmagazine @googlemail.com             

or phone: Marion Elliott 01743 792256 
 

Disclaimer: each advert in this magazine 

has been devised by the advertiser          

in question.                                             

St. George’s church accepts no                 

responsibility for the standard or quality 

of goods and services provided.            

St. George’s church accepts no liability   

for any loss or damage arising from     

acceptance of any advertised trading. 

 
Pontesbury WI meets  on  

the second Monday of each 
month (except August),                      

at 2.00pm                                        
in Pontesbury Public Hall.     

 
New members 

are always   
welcome. 
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    LIFTING UP OUR EYES  
                       with Greg Smith  

Dear Friends 
 
I recently visited the Alexandra Theatre in Birmingham to watch 
Bat out of Hell, voted best musical in the 2017 Evening Standard 
Awards. Yes, it’s true, I was reliving my youth. The original album 
came out in 1977, when I was a teenager with long hair and a 
problem with authority. Loud rock music was my staple diet and 
therefore the show brought back many happy memories. Given the 
nature of some of the lyrics (“if I’ve gotta be damned, I’d rather be 
damned with you”), it’s possible that I was the only Vicar in the 
audience, but that didn’t stop me doing some theological reflection 
while I was clapping along. 
 
SPOILER ALERT if you’re planning to catch the show at some later 
point on its nationwide tour. The hero of the show, Strat, (short for 
Stratocaster I think) is thought to be killed at the end of Act One, 
but unsurprisingly returns in Act Two, having been hiding while he 
recovered from his wounds to the joy of the heroine of the story, 
Raven.  
 
I found myself reflecting on how this is such a common trope used 
in fiction. One of the most famous examples was Sherlock Holmes 
who plunged off a bridge to his death, only for Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle to receive so many requests for his return in his postbag 
that he fulfilled those wonderful words of Mark Twain, (“reports of 
my death have been much exaggerated”) and revived him. Simi-
larly, one of the Dallas’s most popular characters, Bobby Ewing 
died but returned to our screens a year later to advise us that his 
death had only been a dream. Most long running shows use this 
device at some point, playing with the audience’s emotions (not 
the dream, but he didn’t really die motif). 
 
My favourite example is that of Gandalf in Lord of the Rings, who 
also seemingly plunges to his death off a bridge only to return to 
the action later. In this instance, it was always part of Tolkein’s 
plan to reintroduce Gandalf into the story. I doubt if it is coinci-
dence that Tolkein was a committed Christian, familiar with anoth-
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Mrs Marion Elliott              792256 

Bell Tower Officers 
Captain: Mrs Sheila Bower 790294 

Website 
Mr Richard Elliott 792256 

    webmaster@st-george.org.uk 
Magazine Editor 

Mrs Sheila Bower 790294 
Advertisements 

Mrs Marion Elliott             792256   
Printing team 

Mrs Carolyn Lewis 860714  
stgsprinting@gmail.com  

The Parish of Pontesbury 
Contact details: 

Contributions for St. George’s Magazine should be in by  
the 15th of the previous month.  It may not be possible to include until                                

the following month contributions which are received after this date. 
 

Send e-mail & attachments to stgsmagazine@googlemail.com 
 

Please post handwritten articles to Ford Place, The Bank, Pontesbury Hill, SY5 0XX. 
 

Website: www.st-george.org.uk      
 

Items for inclusion in the Deanery News to be submitted by 10th of previous month to 
Alison Bebb - Keepers Cottage, Cruckmeole, Shrewsbury, SY5 8JN 

  Telephone: 01743 860158                         email: alisonbebb5@gmail.com 

The recent death of Archbishop Desmond Tutu was mourned 
around the world. Five of his more famous quotes, which show 
why he was so especially honoured for his justice and reconcilia-
tion work in South Africa, are scattered through this magazine. 
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PHIL GRIFFITHS 
Local Plumber 

 
Tap Replacement  

and Plumbing Repairs Undertaken. 
New Taps Supplied and Fitted. 

Full Range available. 
Established 35 years.  

 
Tel: 01743 790046 

Mobile : 07970 010148 



32 

 

 

HIGNETTS OF 
PONTESBURY LTD. 

Established 1919 
Butchers * Bakers 

Greengrocers * Flowers * Fish 
tel: 01743 790228 

SUZANNE 
CLASSIC HAIR 

 
Main Road, Pontesbury 

 
Tel: 01743 791186 

 

PONTESBURY  
PHARMACY 

 
Dispensing Chemist 

 
Your  

Local Community Chemist 
 

“ASK YOUR PHARMACIST” 
 

Your health is our concern 
Our aim is your satisfaction 

 
01734 790273 

   

February 2022 

St. George’s Pontesbury 
 

Magazine 50p 


