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QUOTE:  
I can take my telescope and look millions of miles into space; but I 

can go away to my room and in prayer get nearer to God and heav-
en than I can when assisted by all the telescopes on earth.                              

- Isaac Newton 
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To place an advertisement in this   

magazine, please email:                                        
stgsmagazine @googlemail.com             

or phone: Marion Elliott 01743 792256 
 

Disclaimer: each advert in this magazine 

has been devised by the advertiser          

in question.                                             

St. George’s church accepts no                 

responsibility for the standard or quality 

of goods and services provided.            

St. George’s church accepts no liability   

for any loss or damage arising from     

acceptance of any advertised trading. 

 
Under normal  
circumstances 

Pontesbury WI 
meets  on  

the second Monday of each 
month (except August),                      

at 2.00pm                                        
in Pontesbury Public Hall.     

 
New members are always 

welcome. 

mailto:webmaster@st-george.org.uk
mailto:stgsprinting@gmail.com
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        LIFTING UP OUR EYES 

Dear Friends 
Second only to being able to hug our loved ones, the most painful 
and difficult thing to have been deprived of by the lockdown was 
surely communal singing. When lockdown rules were lifted over-
night last month, we weren’t quite sure how to respond. Allowing 
singing but with masks on for the congrega-
tion seemed a reasonable compromise, bal-
ancing the need for ongoing caution in light of 
the continued prevalence of the virus but tak-
ing account of the protections offered by a 
population that is largely vaccinated. 
 
I worried that perhaps we had forgotten how 
to sing or that the masks would make it too difficult to make a joy-
ful noise despite the good example our choirs have set us in recent 
weeks. All this in addition to confronting the inevitable challenge 
that any new Rector faces: that he doesn’t know all the hymns 
with which the congregation are familiar, and they don’t know the 
hymns that he has been singing from his youth. However, my anx-
ieties have proved ill-founded. The most recent Sunday was wit-
ness to some joyous, loud, and uplifting congregational singing, 
which really blessed my heart. 
 
We know that communal singing is not something that is prized by 
the church alone. Every pop concert has a singalong section where 
the performer encourages the crowd to sing their most well- 
known song. Sports crowds love a singsong (it has even extended 
to cricket) and the success of Last Night of the Proms is surely 
founded on the opportunity it presents to the audience to join in. 
 
Nevertheless, we should not neglect the Biblical witness which sug-
gests that communal singing has its origins in religious ritual. The 
Book of Psalms, beloved by so many Christians and Jews, is a 
hymn book that testifies to how prevalent religious singing was in 
Old Testament times and how it must have been used to strength-
en God’s people in the most difficult times and as an expression of 
rejoicing in the most joyous of times. There are also two moments 
in the New Testament that stand out. Jesus and his disciples sing 
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at the Last Supper before heading for the garden of Gethsemane. 
How much strength, one wonders, must the Lord have gained from 
singing at this poignant moment? In much the same way, Paul and 
Silas sing in chains in a Philippian dungeon. Their chains fall off, 
almost it seems, as a result of their singing. It’s true. Singing 
God’s praise really does change things. 
 

Greg Smith 
 

September Prayer  
 

Dear Lord, 
September – the month of new beginnings for many, as sum-

mer fades and school and college terms start.  
 

After such a strange time of restrictions, hopes of freedom, with 
warnings to be cautious, it is hard to know what to expect                         

this September.  
 

We can’t know what lies ahead, Lord, but we can trust you to 
see us through whatever it turns out to be.  

 
Thank you for your promise, I will never leave you or forsake 

you…(Hebrews 13:5) 
 

Help us to hold fast to that promise, to keep trusting you - and 
to be thankful for each September day. 

 
In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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Mobile : 07970 010148 
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Here are the Sunday Service details, and the readings  
which you may enjoy at home if you are unable  

to come into church this month.  

Readings and Services for this MONTH 

Date Service Readings 

5th September 
14th after Trinity  

Holy Communion 
led by our new 
Archdeacon 
10:30am   
 

Messy Church 
with tea at  
3:00pm  
 

Isaiah 35: 4 – 7a 
James 2: 1 – 10, 14 – 17 
Mark 7: 24 – end 

12th September 
15th after Trinity  

Lay-led Morning 
Worship 
10:30am  

Isaiah 50: 4 – 9a 
James 3: 1 – 12 
Mark 8: 27 – end 

19th September 
16th after Trinity  

Combined Service 
with Methodist & 
Congregational 
Churches 
10:30am 
 

Healing Service 
6:30pm  
 

Jeremiah 11: 18 – 20 
James 3:  13 – 4:3, 7 – 
8a 
Mark 9: 30 – 37 

26th September 
17th after Trinity 

Holy Communion 
10:30am 

Psalm 19: 7 – end 
James 5: 13 – end 
Mark 9: 38 – end 

Because in person worship is now being taken up by                          
nearly everyone, there is now very limited take up of our                  

online worship services.  
In light of this, but confirming our intention to provide something 
for anyone who misses church on a Sunday for whatever reason, 

we will record a sermon live from a Sunday morning service        
at one of our churches (audio not video) and post this                            

along with some notices. 
To access this on our church website look for ‘Rector’                                          

in the section labelled ‘Blogs’.   
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Looking at GOD 

 

The Ven John Barton considers God’s search for us. 
 

Let Jesus Christ find you 
 
Jesus said, ’Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, be-
lieve also in me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling-
places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare 
a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there 
you may be also.’ John 14:1-6 
 

We come to church regularly to meet God. But actually, God 
comes to meet us. He comes to us personally though His Word; 
and in Holy Communion, Jesus arrives under cover of bread and 
wine, saying ‘this is My body; this is My blood’. 
 

The whole Bible is the story of God searching for us, not the other 
way round. It begins with Adam and Eve running away and hiding, 
and that’s how it continues to this day. But it ends with a dramatic 
vision of reunion. 
 

In the meantime, humanity is invited to stop, turn round, and face 
God who is in pursuit. ‘Turning round’ is what ‘repentance’ means. 
 

Becoming a Christian is letting Christ find us; being a Christian is 
becoming an apprentice in His workforce.   
 

Not long before His crucifixion, Jesus taught His apprentices about 
His death - and theirs. “I’m going to prepare a place for you, and I 
will come again and take you to myself, so that where I am you 
may be also.” 
 

When we contemplate dying, it may seem like a journey into the 
dark. But we will not go alone. Never alone. As we reach out into 
the darkness, Christ is reaching out to us. Just as He has been 
reaching out to us throughout our lives, so He is there to grasp us 
as we breathe our last. “I will come again and will take you to my-
self, so that where I am, there you may be also.” 
 

For the disciple, death is a union - a reunion with Christ. It’s the 
most natural thing in the world. So, we pray that at our end, we 
may reach out into the darkness, to find we are grasped by the 
One who has already prepared a place for us. 

 37 

Your Puzzle for this month 

Crossword Clues 
 

Clues Across 
1 ‘Through [Christ] we have 
gained …. by faith into this 
grace’ (Romans 5:2) (6) 
4  Deprives of sight 
(Deuteronomy 16:19) (6) 
8  The words of a hymn do 
this (mostly) (5) 
9  Faithful allegiance (1 
Chronicles 12:33) (7) 
10 Belgium’s chief port (7) 
11 Where John was baptiz-
ing ‘because there was plenty 
of water’ (John 3:23) (5) 
12 Imposing height (Psalm 
48:2) (9) 
17 Jesus’ tempter in the wilderness (Mark 1:13) (5) 
19 Comes between Amos and Jonah (7) 
21 ‘Your will be done’ …   as it is in heaven’ (Matthew 6:10) (2,5) 
22 Gale (Matthew 8:24) (5) 
23 Axle, eh? (anag.) (6) 
24 ‘Out of the… I cry to you, O Lord’ (Psalm 130:1) (6) 
 

Clues Down 
1  Popular Christian author and humorist, Plass (6) 
2  Transparent ice-like mineral (Revelation 4:6) (7) 
3  Method of compelling surrender by surrounding target of attack(2 
Chronicles 32:1) (5) 
5  Expose (Isaiah 52:10) (3,4) 
6  Lonny (anag.) (5) 
7  Utterance (1 Timothy 1:15) (6) 
9  Husband of Deborah, the prophetess (Judges 4:4) (9) 
13 Burial service (Jeremiah 34:5) (7) 
14 What Christ threatened to do to the lukewarm church in Laodicea
(Revelation 3:16) (4,3) 
15 Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged the net(John 21:11) (6) 
16 His response to Jesus’ decision to return to Judea was ‘Let us also go, 
that we may die with him’ (John 11:16) (6) 
18 There will be weeping and gnashing of … (Matthew 8:12) (5) 
20 Walkway between rows of pews in a church (5) 
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tract from a recently released interview, he shares his experience 
of being a scientist and a Christian. 
 
“I think my most vivid experience of wonder took place in the 
1970's when I was on vacation in Iran. We were travelling on a bus 
in the middle of the night because it wasn't hot then, and the bus 
broke down. We found ourselves in the middle of this solemn black 
desert, and the night sky shone with a brilliance like I had never 
seen before. That just overwhelmed me, it made me think there is 
something really wonderful here.  
 
“Now, I was a Christian by that time and I knew how Christianity 
could answer that but it just struck me, that sense of wonder has 
two possible outcomes. One is science - this universe is wonderful, 
what's it all about? But of course, it is also about religion, the deep-
er levels of things that science can't really engage. I think one of 
the things I have discovered over time is that maybe this sense of 
wonder both opens the gateway to science and to faith, and that 
those two together are able to answer questions which on their 
own they simply couldn't.  
 
“I think science is wonderful at asking questions. Some of those 
questions can be answered, but very often when you do answer 
them, they simply open up yet more questions. But of course, 
there are some more fundamental questions I think science simply 
cannot answer - they transcend its capacities to answer, and you 
might think of non-empirical questions like, ‘Why am I here? What 
is the meaning of life? What is good and how do I live a good life?’ 
 
“These are real questions and they're good questions but they're 
not scientific questions. And the psychologists tell us that we really 
need answers to those questions if we are to lead a fulfilled human 
existence. You find some scientists who say, ‘Well because science 
can’t answer them there are no answers to be given’, but actually 
most realise that there are answers waiting to be discovered - it’s 
just that science can't deliver them.  
 
“Science fills in part of a big picture but there are 
parts of the picture you have to fill in from some-
where else. Science is part of the answer but only 
part, and faith supplements it, giving us a vision of 
life that is exciting and reliable, and also some-
thing that we can inhabit meaningfully.” 
 
Find more on wondersofthelivingworld.org  
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Canon Paul Hardingham considers how various people respond to God. 
 

The Parable of the Sower 
 
This month we are looking at the Parable of the Sower (Mark 4:1-
20). It’s the story of a farmer who sowed his seed in different type 
of soils. These represent the different responses of the heart to 
God’s Word (v15-20): 

 
1) The hard heart: ‘like seed along the path…as 

soon as they hear it, Satan comes and takes 
away the word that was sown in them.’ (15). 
Some people, when they hear the message,   

get distracted eg social media, work or               
relationships. Personal priorities prevent them 

from hearing God. 
 

2) The shallow heart: ‘like seed sown on rocky 
places…since they have no root, they last only   
a short time. When trouble or persecution 
comes because of the word, they quickly fall 
away.’  (16,17). These are the people whose 
heart isn’t open to the message. When things 
become uncomfortable or discouraging,         
they are ready to quit.  
 

3) The crowded heart: ‘like seed sown among 
thorns…but the worries of this life, the               

deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for     
other things come in and choke the word,    

making it unfruitful.’ (18,19). This soil is most 
relevant for us today. People crave status,   

comfort, security and personal desires      
alongside the things of God. It’s a heart that     

is worried about life getting out of control!  
 

4) The open heart: ‘like seed sown on good soil, 
hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop – 
some thirty, some sixty, some a hundred times 
what was sown.’ (20).   This represents the 
open heart that listens and accepts Jesus’s 
word, and is ready to follow Him however diffi-
cult things become.  
 

What kind of soil is our heart? Are we hard, shallow, crowded or 
open? Do we have a heart of faith to follow Jesus in every aspect 
of our lives? 
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This comes from a blog by Alistair Birkett,director of Rural Ministries for 
Scotland and Northern England.  You can read more at:  
https://www.ruralministries.org.uk/blog/anticipatingtheharvest  
 

Thanking God for our blessings 
 

Our winter barley ripened quickly this year, and soon the combine 
harvesters were rolling here on the Northumberland / Scottish Border. 
 

As the first trailer load of grain came into the shed, I ran my hands 
through the golden grains, offering a short prayer of thankfulness as I 
savoured the smell of fresh cut barley. It was a good harvest. 
 

I’ve often reflected on the Old Testament festival of the Firstfruits, 
where the Israelites offered the very first sheaf of the spring harvest 
to God (Leviticus 23:9-14). I think this act required great faith, as 
they trusted God for a fruitful harvest to come, something that was 
far from certain, given their utter dependence on the weather.  
 

I’m not sure about you, but I’m always up for giving thanks after the 
event. I’ll sing ‘Come ye thankful people come’ and rejoice that “all is 
safely gathered in”, but am I able to trust with anticipation for what is 
yet to come? 
 

The festival of the Firstfruits reminded God’s people that everything 
they had came from Him. I am reminded that I must learn (and re-
learn) to trust in God, who has proven His faithfulness to me, over 
and over again. 
 

Perhaps right now as a 
church community or 
an individual you’re 
waiting for a certain 
event, standing on the 
cusp of a new initiative, 
praying for a certain 
outcome or anticipating 
a long-held vision be-
coming reality. Let’s all 
keep trusting that whatever the challenge, however things turn out, 
irrespective of what we anticipate, God is going before us and has se-
cured the Firstfruits of an even greater harvest through Jesus, as He 
rose from the dead.  
 

Just as the grain offering to God in the Old Testament anticipated a 
harvest to come, Paul reminds us that Jesus’ victory anticipates an 
even greater bodily resurrection and eternal peace (1 Corinthians 
15:20-22). 
 

As we continue our journey with Jesus through the challenges of each 
day, let’s do so with a deepening faith and trust. In the meantime, 
bring on the harvest - I’ll see you on the other side! 
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God in the Sciences  by the Revd Michael Burgess  

their beauty we can glimpse their 
Creator; in the miracle of their life, 
we can see the bringer of life and 
eternal life. For scripture begins 
with trees: the tree of life and the 
tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil with the story of how human 
pride exchanges paradise for hard 
work and toil.  
 
But the final pages of the Bible de-
scribe that tree of life once again: 
this time arching over the river that 
runs through the heavenly city with 
leaves that bring healing and resto-
ration. And bridging that tree of 
Genesis and the tree of Revelation 
is the wood of the cross: ‘None in 
foliage, none in blossom, none in 
fruit thy peer may be.’ In that tree 
we can truly glory. 
 
Autumn will soon be with us, and 

the magnificence of the trees around will fade as their leaves fall 
and are swept away. After the death of winter, spring will come and 
bring the miracle of new life to their roots and branches, and once 
again we can behold their glory, like the traveller in the forest of 
Maxfield Parrish’s drawing – trees that remind us of ‘the one and 
only noble tree’: the Cross that is the sign of salvation for all sea-
sons and all lives. 

Faithful to Scripture, Faithful to Science: Alister McGrath on 

science and Christian faith 
 
Alister McGrath is well-known as a theologian, but he started out 
as a scientist. After becoming a Christian as a student, he wanted 
to learn about his new faith so he studied theology at the same 
time as completing his PhD in molecular biophysics. He has not 
lost touch with science, but has continued to write and speak 
about how science and Christian faith work together. In this ex-

https://www.ruralministries.org.uk/blog/anticipatingtheharvest
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God in the Arts by the Revd Michael Burgess  

The Revd Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts with ‘A 
Hill Prayer’ by Maxfield Parrish.  
 

‘How wonderful creation is’ 
 
There is a story that someone asked a Father of the early church, 
Tertullian, to prove the existence of God.   
 
He replied by showing the person a rose. But Tertullian took a risk, 
for while many appreciate the beauty and wonder of a rose, it is 
not everyone who sees that beauty pointing to God as its creator.  
 
In one of his hymns, Fr Faber wrote: ‘How wonderful creation is, 
The work which thou didst bless, And O! what then must Thou be 
like – Eternal loveliness.’ A rose can speak of beauty and speak of 
God to some; to others a rose is just another flower in the garden. 
William Blake wrote, ‘The tree which moves some to tears of joy is 
in the eyes of others only a green thing which stands in the way.’ 
We know that only too well when forests are cut down in the name 
of progress, and trees that have stood for centuries are hewn 
down in a moment. 
 
This month’s work of art is ‘A Hill Prayer’ by Maxfield Parrish: it 
shows a man standing in a forest of venerable and imposing trees, 
and the hills stretching out behind him. Maxfield Parrish was an 
American artist, who created paintings of brilliant colour and lumi-
nosity. The particular cobalt he used was known as ‘Parrish blue.’ 
Much of his work was for illustrations in books and magazines and 
in advertising. But here is an early drawing of 1897,based in a 
New England forest, that has a haunting quality about it. He drew 
it to accompany a poem of Marian Warner Wildman where the 
writer goes into the forest to escape the doubts and worries of the 
world and to find release and peace. It ends with the lines: 
 ‘I love thee with a beauty-broken heart 
 And worship thee, be whatever thou art.’ 
 
The drawing may evoke for us memories of forests and country-
side we have explored, with trees towering above us, reaching to 
the sky, their leaves rustling in the wind and letting shafts of sun-
light through. Like the artist, we may have wondered at their age 
and beauty and pondered the mystery of creation around us. In 
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Looking at CHURCH 

Reflected Faith Series:                                

the Bread we eat 
 

The majority of Sunday morning service 
in churches throughout the world are 
based on the Last Supper of Jesus. At 

the Passover meal, on the night before His death, Jesus took 
bread, gave thanks, broke it and gave it to His disciples saying, 
"This is My body given for you;"  (Luke 22:19a). He also took wine 
and passed it to each of them and said, "This is My blood, given 
for you." 
 

These two elements, the bread and the wine, continue to be the 
central focus for Christians: doing what Jesus asked us to do, ‘Do 
this in remembrance of me’.  (Luke 22:19b) 
 

What we call this service varies between denominations and even 
between churches within the same denomination.  
 

It is a way of giving ‘thanks’ as Jesus did (the word ‘Eucharist’ 
comes from the Greek by way of Latin, and it means 
‘thanksgiving’), reminding us not only of the tremendous sacrifice 
that Christ had made on our behalf, but also recalling the love and 
joy that Jesus brings to the community. 
 

The word ‘Communion’ comes from something done with others – 
the community. It's done with Christ. It's done with other worship-
pers. In sharing the meal, 'I' becomes 'us'. The word ‘Mass’ comes 
from the conclusion to the traditional service – which was in Latin: 
‘Ite, missa est.’ ‘Go. You are being sent.’  Today we use similar 
words, ‘Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord.’ 
 

At the moment many churches, especially the Church of England, 
are only giving bread to the congregation with the priest alone 
consuming the wine.  So the meaning underlying the taking / the 
giving of bread is more crucial than ever. In some denominations 
the bread is literally the ‘daily bread’, whilst in others it is a ‘wafer’ 
or yeast free bread – as was used at the original Passover. 
 

This month: Have a look at the bread that is placed into your 
hands the next time you ‘receive’.  How does it reflect receiving 
Christ into your life? 
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By the Revd Peter Crumpler, a Church of England priest in St Albans, 
Herts, and a former communications director for the C of E.  
 

Learning lessons from a graveyard 
 
If you’re looking for a quiet oasis away from the bustle and busy-
ness of everyday life, there’s a place where nature, heritage and 
the life histories of hundreds of local people are on peaceful dis-
play. 
 
Take a walk in your local cemetery.  
 
The chances are it’s a place where nature abounds, where socially-
distant peace can be found, and you can meditate on the deeper 
issues of life. 
 
It’s true that graveyards seldom feature in most people’s favourite 
places to visit. Many find them morbid, reminding them of their 
own mortality. 
 
Or they can prompt memories of loved ones no longer with us, 
and the sadness overcomes the happy memories of the life shared 
together. Others simply rush past cemeteries or graveyards, with-
out even noticing that they are there. 
 
But walk among the gravestones, read the inscriptions and you 
find the stories of people’s lives.  
 
Samuel Ryder, the Hertfordshire seed merchant who devised the 
United States v Europe Ryder Cup golf tournament, is buried in 
the cemetery opposite the church where I minister. When I visited 
recently, someone had left golf balls on his grave.  
 
In the same cemetery, there are more than 200 plain white graves 
of local and Commonwealth service people who died during the 
two world wars, and a memorial to the many local soldiers who 
died in the First World War. 
 
To wander around any cemetery or graveyard is to enter into the 
lives of generations of families. To see the grave of the still-born 
baby close to the child who died in infancy, both near to the 
grandmother who died in her nineties. The husband and wife who 
died within months of each other, are alongside the wife who out-
lived her spouse by decades.  
 
I’m always struck by how people are described. Most are defined 
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Children and tea-drinking 
 
Put the kettle on. Children should begin to drink tea from the age 
of four, in order to combat later stress, obesity and heart disease. 
 
So says the results of a recent study which appeared in the Nutri-
tion and Food Technology journal. It says that green tea and the 
more traditional black tea contain compounds which can aid con-
centration and cognitive function. 
 
As one doctor said, “Including three 
cups of black tea daily as apart of a 
healthy lifestyle could help to preserve 
physical and mental health in child-
hood… and into old age.” 
 
Parents could offer tea as a substitute 
for sweet and sugary drinks for children. 
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Looking at YOU 

 

  

In praise of motorway services  
 
What have you got in common with the Beatles, the Rolling Stones, 
and Eric Clapton?   
You have all visited the Watford Gap Services on your way up or 
down the M1. 
 
Back in the early 1960s, the M1 transformed the way that bands 
could travel, and visiting the service station was an integral part of 
their trip. In the 60 or so years since motorway services opened, 
they have also become part of life for tens of millions of us.   
 
Motorway services not only provide a much-needed break from the 
road, they are also a great place for people-watching. All sizes, 
shapes and varieties of people can be found in one. As one journal-
ist put it: “a motorway service station is the ultimate human zoo.” 
 
Not everyone used motorway services back in the 1960s.Many 
people just pulled over onto the hard shoulder and unpacked a pic-
nic. There was even the true story of the family who pulled their 
car onto the central reservation of the motorway to have lunch – 
and survived to tell the tale. 
 
Motorway services also confused people. One distraught couple, 
heading north, reported their car had been stolen. The police found 
they had crossed the pedestrian bridge, and then could not find 
their car in the south-bound carpark. 
 
Today there are 111 service stations in the UK. The law states that 
they must not be more than 
28 miles apart, or 30 minutes 
of travelling time. By law, they 
must provide two hours of free 
parking, free toilets, and a free 
play area for children. 
 
The first two motorway ser-
vices were Watford Gap and 
Newport Pagnell, both of which 
opened in early November 
1959, along with the M1. 
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by their family relationships – beloved grandfather, grandmother, 
father, mother, wife, husband, son or daughter. 
 
Others are described by their roles in life – actress, golf profes-
sional or for the war graves, by their ranks. How long, I wonder, 
had the young men and women been in uniform before meeting 
their deaths – and being remembered ever after as soldiers? In 
some cases, it may have been just a few months. 
 
What, I find myself asking, would I like to have written on my 
gravestone? How would each of us like to be remembered? How 
can long lives be summed up in the few words you can fit on a 
gravestone? 
 
And what is it that we are doing in life that will be of lasting value? 
Cemeteries are places that can make you consider your own life 
and think about what is important in it. 
 
Many Christian funerals begin with the words of Jesus Christ, 'I am 
the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even 
though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in 
me will never die.'   
 
It is a promise I hold to as I walk the paths around the graves.      

St. George’s, Pontesbury 
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Two thirds of churches in UK plan                                              

to keep streaming online, says survey 
 
Almost two thirds of UK churches plan to carry on streaming 
online, even after restrictions lift.  
 
According to a recent survey by the insurance group Ecclesiastical 
and The Bible Society, 93 per cent of churches have used new 
ways to keep in touch with their congregation and over two in five 
churches (43 per cent) saw an increase in attendance as a result.  
 
Live streaming has undoubtedly helped churches keep their ser-
vices going during the pandemic, but this research suggests most, 
62 per cent, would like the new habit to stay.  
 
In the survey, 93 per cent said that they had used the video plat-
form Zoom since March 2020, while others used Facebook (60 per 
cent), YouTube (5 per cent) and Microsoft Teams (1 per cent) to 
stream to their congregation. 
 
Over two in five of the churches who had used these new channels 
said that they had seen an increase in attendance against their 
usual numbers, leading most to say they will carry on stream-
ing after lockdown ends. 
 
As one vicar in Norfolk said, "At the height of the pandemic we 
were getting over a hundred visits to our Facebook page a day, ten 
times as many as beforehand.  
 
"By using social media we've been able to reach many more people 
than ever came through the actual church door each week, so it's 
definitely something we're looking to continue offering. There is 
certainly more hope now than there was this time last year and we 
look forward to the Lord leading us from this difficult time into 
freedom and new beginnings." 

 31 
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I am keeping my fingers crossed in the hope that we will be able to re-
commence our Little Dragon sessions on the 7th of this month, following the 
long break caused by the Covid-19 pandemic.  Hopefully, we will help to 
create a bright future for our young members as they enjoy time with us; 
playing, painting and crafting, listening to stories and singing.  
 
It has been a hard time for so many and, at times, it has seemed as if 
‘normal’ will never return.  However, always being optimistic, I am sure that 
brighter days are ahead 
 
Quite by chance I found the following quote.  I don’t know who the author 
is; nor do I have  knowledge of the source; but it states hopes for future 
days. 
 

Don’t cry over the past, it’s gone. 
Don’t stress about the future, it hasn’t arrived. 

Live in the present and make it beautiful. 
 

With the help of ‘Big Dragons’, with faith and hope in the future, that is 
what we will try to do.  
 
From Val and from we three,  
     George,  
          Uncle Sam  
                and Idris: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional Note:  
 

It is with sadness that I write of the death of Sheila Bebbington, a member 
of our church congregation but possibly best known to us as a 'Big Dragon'.  
 

Sheila attended Little Dragons with her grand-daughter, Eleni, from its in-
ception in 2006, then with Nathan, her grandson, eventually evolving into a 
'Big Dragon', always showing a kind, friendly welcome to those attending 
and being I/C snacks - we can't even guess how many apples, bananas, 
pears, strawberries, grapes and raisins she prepared for our small charges.  
 

We will miss her so much and will remember her with love.  
We hold her in our prayers and hearts. God Bless, you, Sheila. 
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Sheep’s Tale   by Daphne Kitching 

(Luke 15:1-7) 

 

I didn’t know I was lost, 

Just thought I’d try a new path, 

Walk a different way for a while. 

After all, the rest of the flock  

Seemed so comfortable, so sure of themselves. 

I’d sometimes felt alone 

Even with the ninety-nine all around me. 

Then there was my voice - always one bleat behind, 

And just because I sat behind that particular bush 

Where the ewes always congregate, 

I got pushed to the edge of the flock. 

So, yes, I’d strayed a bit, 

But I wouldn’t say I was lost exactly, 

Just wandering. 
 

That was until night fell, 

And I fell  

Deep into danger, 

Far from the flock, 

Lonely and yes, lost now  

And wanting so much to go home, 

Not knowing how, 

Needing help, 

And the night so dark. 
 

Then out of darkness 

His voice of light, 

Searching, 

His arms of rescue, 

Saving,  
 

His heart of love, 

Rejoicing 

Because He found me, 

My Shepherd. 
 

He came to look  

For me.  
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               THE DIOCESE OF HEREFORD          September 2021  

From Richard, the Bishop of Hereford 

“We are creatures of habit, especially in matters  
of faith and worship.” 

 
September is often the month when refreshed by our summer holi-
days, we hit the ground running. Given that most of us left full 
time education a while ago, it is slightly odd that September still 
feels like a sort of new year. These patterns can become en-
trenched.  We do things habitually, even though the reason we 
started doing them that way has long since passed.  The Mothers’ 
Union in my curacy church refused to meet at any time other than 
2:00 pm in the afternoon.  Given that most were over 80, and the 
reason that they had to leave at 3:00 pm was to pick the children 
up from school, it all seemed rather curious. 
 
We are creatures of habit, especially in matters of faith and wor-
ship.  That applies whether we love the Book of Common Prayer or 
singing modern worship songs.  We find what works for us and 
hold on to it tightly.   Words from the Old Testament Prophet Isai-
ah that God is “doing a new thing! Now it springs up, do you not 
perceive it,” can cut little ice.  
 
But God’s new thing is always rooted in his past dealings with 
us.  He doesn’t change, but our context and culture does.  If he 
encourages us to change, it is not for the sake of novelty, but to 
ensure that the timeless message of the Gospel can be heard 
afresh by each new generation.  
 
The glory of the church is that it looks very different according to 
the culture in which it is placed.  Our Tanzanian friends have dif-
ferent churches to ours, as do our friends in Nuremberg. Our chal-
lenge, as we look forward, is that our church (the Church of Eng-
land) is by and large perfectly designed to minister to a culture 
that no longer exists.  What we need to become to be the Church 
that fruitfully ministers to our contemporaries is something else, it 
is a journey we embark on together.  We seek to discern God’s 
guidance, but it is a road we must travel. 
 

+ Richard 

 29 
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He will come again in Glory 
 
He will come again in glory 
Judge of living and the dead. 
For we know the future story 
We can read what Jesus said: 

“None can know the date or hour 
               Man below nor angels high 
               Just the Father in his power 
              Knows when His Son will rend the sky.” 
 
Every eye that day will see Him 
Every tongue confess His name; 
Everyone shall bow the knee then 
Although some forgot his claim: 

“None can know the date or hour 
               Man below nor angels high 
               Just the Father in his power 
               Knows when His Son will rend the sky.” 
 
Like sheep and goats He will see them 
The holy standing to his right 
From ev’ry ill the Lord will free them 
For they’re righteous in His sight: 

“None can know the date or hour 
                Man below nor angels high 
                Just the Father in his power 
                Knows when His Son will rend the sky.” 
 
But for those who didn’t know him 
Those who didn’t own His name – 
All of these will have to go then 
Off to their eternal shame.  
               “None can know the date or hour 
                Man below nor angels high 
                Just the Father in his power 
                Knows when His Son will rend the sky.” 
 
From each day to day be ready 
For that day will sometime come; 
To your faith each day hold steady 
And you’ll welcome back the Son! 

“None can know the date or hour 
               Man below nor angels high 
               Just the Father in His power 
                Knows when His Son will rend the sky.” 
 

By Nigel Beeton 
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Our Church Community 

Revd. Christopher Cooke:  
stepping down on Sunday 15th August 2021  

 
Morning Worship at St. George’s on Sunday 15th August was a bit 
special. Revd. Christopher Cooke took the service – and what 
made it special was that this was his last service, here at St. 
George’s.  
 
As you may have seen in the papers recently, there’s been quite a 
bit about “stepping down”. In some professions, it seems that 
when one finishes doing the day-job, one does a spot of consultan-
cy and only then does one actually retire…to count one’s millions. 
This may apply to Prime Ministers but it’s very different for church 
ministers. For one thing, the financial rewards are a little more 
modest and for another, actual retirement for ladies and gentle-
men of the cloth may not actually happen for quite some years af-
ter leaving the day-job. 
 
We don’t think that Christopher quite knew what he was letting 
himself in for, when he, Jane and family first moved into Pontes-
bury. Revd. Margaret Jones was our Rector then, supported by our 
Curate Max Lambourne. Then Margaret retired, and after a while, 
Max moved to Australia to take up his first post. It then took over 
two years and three successive rounds of interviews before the va-
cancy of Rector was finally filled. Meanwhile, we lost key people 
from our Lay team – Sue Picken, David Ryder and Jack Cornall – 
all, before their time.  And when we did get our Rector, he came 
with a reorganisation of the Deanery which saw the shape and 
scope change drastically from what we had all become used to. 
 
We are all grateful that Christopher saw this challenge and met it 
for as long as he has done. Since Margaret and Max moved on, 
Christopher has spent his “retirement” taking dozens of Morning 
Services – just as he did on Sunday 15th August - as well as lead-
ing numerous Tea Services. When not here “up front”, Christopher 
has kept the work of St. George’s going by supporting our choir, 
by running a series of Bible-Study courses which I personally have 
found invaluable, and by writing many weekly Reflections and arti-
cles in our Magazine. And he has always been prepared to offer 
thoughts and advice to us Lay people. Without this support, I do 
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St. GeorGe’S Prayer Chain  is a small group of people who 
believe that prayer can make a difference. Each person within the 
group offers daily prayer for anyone who asks for prayer.  
 

If you yourself or someone you know needs special prayer                   
for any reason, please contact Revd. Shirley Small  

01743 791885.  
 

All information given is given in confidence.  
A name is enough if that is all you wish to give. 

not think we would have been able to offer regular Sunday ser-
vices – let alone all those other things that make St. George’s 
more than just a place we go to on Sunday mornings – during 
these last many, many long months of interregnum.  
 
And all the time, this has been in spite of Christopher’s chronic ill-
health. As some of us know, he has put up with a lot: even though 
he finds it difficult to stand at times, he has still taken morning 
worship on so many occasions. He has never made a fuss about it, 
but has just got on with the job. And on top of all this, and like the 
rest of us, Christopher has had to contend with Covid-19….but un-
like most of us, his underlying health issue has made the disrup-
tion to normal life all the greater.    
 
But as Covid slowly recedes, we now have our Rector (who is get-
ting into his new job), other vacancies on the Deanery have been 
filled, and we have the prospect of a Curate and a “House for Du-
ty” Minister. Christopher can at last step down, having left us in 
excellent shape for the future. We will miss his personal support to 
this building and all that goes on inside and out to bring us nearer 
to God – but we look forward to seeing him – and Jane - about in 
Pontesbury.  As you would expect, after Christopher’s last service, 
he and Jane were presented with gifts as tokens of our gratitude.  
 
Thank you, Christopher, for all you have done for us and St. 
George’s! 
 

From Allen Marsden, Churchwarden,                                                         
on behalf of all at St. George’s. 
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Harry Secombe – genius for buffoonery   by Tim Lenton 

 
One hundred years ago, on 8th September 1921, 
Sir Harry Secombe was born in Swansea. The     
comedian, actor, writer, singer and TV presenter 
was one of the stars of the anarchic 1950s radio 
series, The Goon Show. 
 
His family belonged to St Thomas Church, and his 
elder brother, Fred, became a Church of Wales 
priest. Later in life Sir Harry was a presenter of reli-
gious programmes, such as the BBC's Songs of Praise and ITV's 
Highway.  
 
He met Spike Milligan during the war in North Africa and later 
bumped into him again at the Windmill Theatre, where he was do-
ing comedy routines. There they also met Peter Sellers and Michael 
Bentine – forming the team that eventually produced The Goon 
Show. A natural clown with a “genius for buffoonery”, Harry was 
the focus, and he moved on to star in a series of films, including 
Oliver! 
 
He was also a talented and popular tenor. He was knighted in 
1981, referring to himself as Sir Cumference in reference to his 
size – he was later forced to diet for medical reasons, and died at 
the age of 79 of prostate cancer. His tombstone bears the inscrip-
tion “To know him is to love him”.  

Nigel Beeton, author of the poem on the next page, writes: “My 
Uncle Allan is a dear Christian man, now living in a residential 
home in Worthing. He’s 84 now but never forgets my birthday. 
This year he signed off my birthday card with ‘of course, all Chris-
tians long for the day when the Lord will return’..!” 
  
That made me think. ‘Of course’ we do? If you’re like me, you’re 
too busy with day-to-day busyness to give the Second Coming a 
second thought! And yet Jesus Himself warned us against that 
very failing! 
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The Ven. John Barton looks back on a day which changed US history. 
 

20th anniversary of 9/11 – looking back on the horror 
 
The TV pictures looked like some macabre video game, with toy 
aircraft crashing into matchbox towers. Then incredulity turned in-
to utter dismay. This was real: the most powerful nation in the 
world had been invaded by 19 airborne Islamic terrorists, with 
devastating effect. Nearly 3,000 people died.   
 
The US government announced a war on terror. Futile invasions of 
Iraq and Afghanistan followed, with more loss of life.   
 
9/11 was 20 years ago this month. Five years later, coordinated 
suicide attacks on London’s transport system were carried out, al-
so by Islamists. 52 people of 18 different nationalities were killed 
and more than 700 were injured. In 2017, 23 people died and 
1,017 were injured in the Manchester Arena bombing. There have 
been other terrorist murders; at least three plots have been foiled 
during the coronavirus pandemic. 
 
Today, the MI5 estimate of the threat of a terrorist attack in the 
UK hovers between substantial and severe. 
 
The world isn’t as secure as we had once hoped. In addition to the 
menace of unconstrained violence, our planet is silently protesting 
against centuries of abuse, and we’re only just waking up to our 
accountability as stewards. At the same time, we must come to 
terms with the knowledge that Covid-19 and its variations are per-
manent additions to the list of deadly diseases to be held at bay 
by immunisation. There will be more to come.   
 
Our forebears, who lived in even riskier times, drew strength from 
Psalm 91:  
 
You who live in the shelter of the Most High,  
who abide in the shadow of the Almighty, 
will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress; 
my God, in whom I trust.” 
For He will deliver you from the snare of the fowler  
and from the deadly pestilence … 
 
The Psalm is no panacea, or divine guarantee of earthly immunity, 
but the assurance that God holds the whole world in His hands and 
His ultimate purposes will not be thwarted.  

 17 

    St. George’s  PARISH VISITORS 
 

Would you, or someone you know, appreciate some help or a 
phone call? Maybe you’re feeling lonely,  isolated, in need of     

support and friendship?  
   We may not be able to visit you at this time, but 

    St. George’s Church has a team of friendly people                   
w   who would love to phone you -  

  if we can help, we will !  
   

                  Call in confidence:  
                       Phone Marion Elliott  01743 792256 

Our Church Community: what’s on 

Saturday 4th September 
 

Memorial Service 
 

Catherine Trimby 
 

2 pm, Saturday 4
th
 September  

St. George’s Church, Pontesbury 

  Sunday 5th September 
 

An Invitation to 

 Messy Church 
3pm 

                Fun with Mr and Mrs Noah 

Craft, stories, songs and of course  

FOOD 

… a real family party for all ages. 

Do come and enjoy this 

Happy Messy event.  
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Tuesday 7th September 

Little Dragons 
Group for Under Fives & their Carers 

 
Following the enforced shutdown due to the pandemic  

we intend to re-commence sessions on                                                  
Tuesdays during term time between 10.00 am and 11.30 a.m. 

 
There is no charge for attending but  

Voluntary Contributions are always welcome. 
 

Saturday 11th September 
 

Sale on a Table 
What can you sell on a table? 

 

Bring a table and help create a busy market area                                 
 

9-11.30 am 
 

Cost is £10 per space 
 

Coffee stall, cakes, plants , crafts, second hand goods,                     
and much, much more.  

 

To book a space Telephone 01743791069 
Email  worrallwaverley@hotmail.co.uk 
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Looking at the wider COMMUNITY 

So, freedom is something that we all want, and many work hard to 
earn freedom for others and themselves. There are countless chari-
ties that work for freedom in many forms. One Christian charity 
that comes to mind is Hope for justice (https://
hopeforjustice.org/), they help to identify modern-day slaves (yes, 
you did read that correctly) and work (with the police and others) 
to set them free. 
 
Freedom is so important to us all, but freedom is especially im-
portant to Christian thinking and belief. In Christ, we have a free-
dom that cannot be worked for or bought at any price. That free-
dom is the freedom from sin. 

Dead Sea Scrolls – brought to light 30 years ago 
 
Thirty years ago, on 22nd September 1991, photographs and tran-
scripts of the Dead Sea Scrolls were made available to scholars 
generally for the first time. 
 

The Scrolls – ancient, mostly Hebrew or Aramaic manuscripts of 
leather, papyrus, and copper – were first found in 1947 near the 
shore of the Dead Sea. They come from various sites and date 
from the third century BC to the second century AD.  
 

The decision by the Huntington Library, which is in San Marino, 
California, to make the Scrolls public was hailed by its director, Dr 
William A Moffett, as a bold move “equivalent to breaking down 
the Berlin Wall”. Up to that time access to the scrolls had been re-
stricted to a fairly small group of ‘authorised’ scholars.  
 

The Huntington photograph collection was created by philanthro-
pist Elizabeth Hay Bechtel in 1980, with Robert Schlosser taking 
the actual pictures. After her death in 1987 they became the prop-
erty of the library, with no agreed restrictions on their use – unlike 
the official collections, which certain experts reserved for their own 
use “to ensure scholarly accuracy”.  
 

Last year the Museum of the Bible, in Washington DC, confirmed 
that all 16 of the fragments it owns are modern forgeries.  

mailto:worrallwaverley@hotmail.co.uk
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Deanery of Pontesbury 

DEANERY NEWS 

Rural Dean: The Revd Bill Rowell 
telephone:  01938 552064   •   email:  wkrowell@btinternet.com 

Thought for the Month from Ian Williams, a reader in the 

Westbury, Worthe, Yockleton Benefice. 

As I sit here to write this, the long awaited ‘Freedom Day’ has been 
and gone a few days ago. I know that for some this has been a 
long time coming and has been welcomed by many. For others, 
those who still have their concerns about it all, it has been less 
welcomed. All through this time of lockdown, from the very begin-
ning last year, our Clergy, Lay Readers and others have been 
working hard to enable worship to go ahead. We understood that 
not only was our worship important to us all, but so was our fellow-
ship. Nearly all of have that basic human need to communicate 
with others. To see them and to be seen. At first, we had to use 
Zoom (video) which was all rather new to most of us! As things 
moved on and we were able to gather in small numbers with our 
masks on but no singing and no talking! With Zoom at least we 
could see each other and sing. As of July, the 19th most of the re-
strictions have been lifted, and in many ways life and worship is 
starting to feel a bit more normal. 
 
I would like to point out that there is still provision online for those 
who still need to shield or just don’t feel safe to attend in person 
right now, and that’s fine, we totally understand and respect that. 
Several of the churches in the Deanery now have the internet and 
are live streaming services. If you don’t know how to access online 
services, please contact your local vicar and they will point you in 
the right direction.  (For St. George’s see comment on page 5).  
 
The expression ‘Freedom Day ’and its meanings in a wider context 
has got me thinking over the last few weeks. Freedom is a very 
basic human desire; we want to be free. Free from all manner of 
things. We want to be free to vote, free from pain, hunger debt, we 
could add to the list endlessly. Of course, in other countries they 
would love to have the freedom of worship that we are used to en-
joying, that we ever so slightly had curtailed for a bit. It certainly 
has helped me to not take for granted my causal stroll or drive to 
church on a Sunday. 
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Tuesday 21st September 
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Saturday 11th September 
 

Duck Race  
 11am outside the church.  

£2 per duck 
 

Come and support local crafts and goods 
and your local church. 

Saturday 18th September 
 
 
 

 
Sponsored Walk 
 

On Saturday Sept 18th, Greg will be leading a party of walkers 
around the six churches of the group, taking in Shepherd’s rock 
along the way, raising funds for local churches as well as the 
Shropshire Historic Churches Trust. The walk will begin and end in 
Pontesbury and will follow a clockwise route around the benefices. 
Fellow walkers are welcome to join us and leave us at any point 
along the route. The projected timetable is as follows: 
 

8 am   St George’s Pontesbury    
9 am   St Mary’s Habberley    
10.15 am  St Luke’s Snailbeach                  
11.45 am  Shepherd’s Rock    
12.30 pm  All Saints Shelve    
1.45 pm  Holy Trinity Hope    
3.45 pm  Holy Trinity Minsterley    
4.30 pm  Return to Pontesbury 
    

Please feel free to join us at any point along the route. We have 
volunteers to transport you back to your point of origin, so you 
are free to keep walking until you need to stop.  Sponsor forms 
are available from Stephen Winwood. 
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Decorate an 

UMBRELLA 
to celebrate Harvest 2021 

 

Classes for children under 12,                                  
for young people 12-16  

and for adults. 
 

Register your interest with Mary Worrall 
by 24th September 

worrallwaverley@hotmail.co.uk  or 01743 791069  
 

Bring your UMBRELLA to church  

10am Saturday  
2nd October 
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Saturday 2nd October 
 

Harvest Celebrations 
2021 

  10am. Decorated ‘brolli’ competition 
   
  6pm. Harvest Supper in WER. 
  followed by a Promise Auction.  
   
  10.30am Sunday Morning Worship                                      

w                                       wwith Holy Communion 
            
  Join us to celebrate and give thanks for our blessings.  

Looking back … to July 18th Sunday 2021 
 

This Sunday was a very, very hot day. How often 
we are cross because weather ruins plans. Well this 
time we were worried about too much heat!  Under 
the trees, socially distanced tables were set out, 
pretty  tablecloths, flowers and the lots of lovely 
people to grace them. 

 
The afternoon teas fundraising event started—firstly lots of tea, 
then the special plates of food. A small team of people kitted out 
with masks, visors and rubber gloves happily served the teas 
which had already been laid out. We lost count of the number of 
cups of tea, cakes and sandwiches that we served.  
Thankfully we had invested in some special small boxes and quite 
a few people took home enough food for supper. 
 
What a lovely afternoon. It was very special, and even though we 
had to remain socially distanced we were able to talk to people  
and just enjoy the weather and the food.  
Thank you to everyone who attended, and special thanks to those 
who had very tired legs by the evening! 
Thank you all—the event raised £300.  
Mary W   

 

 21 

Wednesday 22nd September 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
It is once again that time of year when we will be meeting up for a 
coffee morning at The New Bungalow on Pontesbury Hill, on 
Wednesday 22nd September at 10.30 a.m. 
 

There will be no need for box holders to bring along their boxes, as 
they have been recently opened. Non box holders would also be 
welcome to join us. 
 

I look forward to seeing you all on the 22nd September. 
 

Irene Parker 
 

For information about the work done by the Children’s Society go 
to    https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/ 

Sudoku—one is easy, the other a little harder—print out this page 
… and have a go ! 
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Come and support local crafts and goods 
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to celebrate Harvest 2021 
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Bring your UMBRELLA to church  

10am Saturday  
2nd October 

mailto:worrallwaverley@hotmail.co.uk
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Deanery of Pontesbury 

DEANERY NEWS 

Rural Dean: The Revd Bill Rowell 
telephone:  01938 552064   •   email:  wkrowell@btinternet.com 

Thought for the Month from Ian Williams, a reader in the 

Westbury, Worthe, Yockleton Benefice. 

As I sit here to write this, the long awaited ‘Freedom Day’ has been 
and gone a few days ago. I know that for some this has been a 
long time coming and has been welcomed by many. For others, 
those who still have their concerns about it all, it has been less 
welcomed. All through this time of lockdown, from the very begin-
ning last year, our Clergy, Lay Readers and others have been 
working hard to enable worship to go ahead. We understood that 
not only was our worship important to us all, but so was our fellow-
ship. Nearly all of have that basic human need to communicate 
with others. To see them and to be seen. At first, we had to use 
Zoom (video) which was all rather new to most of us! As things 
moved on and we were able to gather in small numbers with our 
masks on but no singing and no talking! With Zoom at least we 
could see each other and sing. As of July, the 19th most of the re-
strictions have been lifted, and in many ways life and worship is 
starting to feel a bit more normal. 
 
I would like to point out that there is still provision online for those 
who still need to shield or just don’t feel safe to attend in person 
right now, and that’s fine, we totally understand and respect that. 
Several of the churches in the Deanery now have the internet and 
are live streaming services. If you don’t know how to access online 
services, please contact your local vicar and they will point you in 
the right direction.  (For St. George’s see comment on page 5).  
 
The expression ‘Freedom Day ’and its meanings in a wider context 
has got me thinking over the last few weeks. Freedom is a very 
basic human desire; we want to be free. Free from all manner of 
things. We want to be free to vote, free from pain, hunger debt, we 
could add to the list endlessly. Of course, in other countries they 
would love to have the freedom of worship that we are used to en-
joying, that we ever so slightly had curtailed for a bit. It certainly 
has helped me to not take for granted my causal stroll or drive to 
church on a Sunday. 
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Tuesday 21st September 
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Tuesday 7th September 

Little Dragons 
Group for Under Fives & their Carers 

 
Following the enforced shutdown due to the pandemic  

we intend to re-commence sessions on                                                  
Tuesdays during term time between 10.00 am and 11.30 a.m. 

 
There is no charge for attending but  

Voluntary Contributions are always welcome. 
 

Saturday 11th September 
 

Sale on a Table 
What can you sell on a table? 

 

Bring a table and help create a busy market area                                 
 

9-11.30 am 
 

Cost is £10 per space 
 

Coffee stall, cakes, plants , crafts, second hand goods,                     
and much, much more.  

 

To book a space Telephone 01743791069 
Email  worrallwaverley@hotmail.co.uk 
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Looking at the wider COMMUNITY 

So, freedom is something that we all want, and many work hard to 
earn freedom for others and themselves. There are countless chari-
ties that work for freedom in many forms. One Christian charity 
that comes to mind is Hope for justice (https://
hopeforjustice.org/), they help to identify modern-day slaves (yes, 
you did read that correctly) and work (with the police and others) 
to set them free. 
 
Freedom is so important to us all, but freedom is especially im-
portant to Christian thinking and belief. In Christ, we have a free-
dom that cannot be worked for or bought at any price. That free-
dom is the freedom from sin. 

Dead Sea Scrolls – brought to light 30 years ago 
 
Thirty years ago, on 22nd September 1991, photographs and tran-
scripts of the Dead Sea Scrolls were made available to scholars 
generally for the first time. 
 

The Scrolls – ancient, mostly Hebrew or Aramaic manuscripts of 
leather, papyrus, and copper – were first found in 1947 near the 
shore of the Dead Sea. They come from various sites and date 
from the third century BC to the second century AD.  
 

The decision by the Huntington Library, which is in San Marino, 
California, to make the Scrolls public was hailed by its director, Dr 
William A Moffett, as a bold move “equivalent to breaking down 
the Berlin Wall”. Up to that time access to the scrolls had been re-
stricted to a fairly small group of ‘authorised’ scholars.  
 

The Huntington photograph collection was created by philanthro-
pist Elizabeth Hay Bechtel in 1980, with Robert Schlosser taking 
the actual pictures. After her death in 1987 they became the prop-
erty of the library, with no agreed restrictions on their use – unlike 
the official collections, which certain experts reserved for their own 
use “to ensure scholarly accuracy”.  
 

Last year the Museum of the Bible, in Washington DC, confirmed 
that all 16 of the fragments it owns are modern forgeries.  

https://hopeforjustice.org/
https://hopeforjustice.org/
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The Ven. John Barton looks back on a day which changed US history. 
 

20th anniversary of 9/11 – looking back on the horror 
 
The TV pictures looked like some macabre video game, with toy 
aircraft crashing into matchbox towers. Then incredulity turned in-
to utter dismay. This was real: the most powerful nation in the 
world had been invaded by 19 airborne Islamic terrorists, with 
devastating effect. Nearly 3,000 people died.   
 
The US government announced a war on terror. Futile invasions of 
Iraq and Afghanistan followed, with more loss of life.   
 
9/11 was 20 years ago this month. Five years later, coordinated 
suicide attacks on London’s transport system were carried out, al-
so by Islamists. 52 people of 18 different nationalities were killed 
and more than 700 were injured. In 2017, 23 people died and 
1,017 were injured in the Manchester Arena bombing. There have 
been other terrorist murders; at least three plots have been foiled 
during the coronavirus pandemic. 
 
Today, the MI5 estimate of the threat of a terrorist attack in the 
UK hovers between substantial and severe. 
 
The world isn’t as secure as we had once hoped. In addition to the 
menace of unconstrained violence, our planet is silently protesting 
against centuries of abuse, and we’re only just waking up to our 
accountability as stewards. At the same time, we must come to 
terms with the knowledge that Covid-19 and its variations are per-
manent additions to the list of deadly diseases to be held at bay 
by immunisation. There will be more to come.   
 
Our forebears, who lived in even riskier times, drew strength from 
Psalm 91:  
 
You who live in the shelter of the Most High,  
who abide in the shadow of the Almighty, 
will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress; 
my God, in whom I trust.” 
For He will deliver you from the snare of the fowler  
and from the deadly pestilence … 
 
The Psalm is no panacea, or divine guarantee of earthly immunity, 
but the assurance that God holds the whole world in His hands and 
His ultimate purposes will not be thwarted.  

 17 

    St. George’s  PARISH VISITORS 
 

Would you, or someone you know, appreciate some help or a 
phone call? Maybe you’re feeling lonely,  isolated, in need of     

support and friendship?  
   We may not be able to visit you at this time, but 

    St. George’s Church has a team of friendly people                   
w   who would love to phone you -  

  if we can help, we will !  
   

                  Call in confidence:  
                       Phone Marion Elliott  01743 792256 

Our Church Community: what’s on 

Saturday 4th September 
 

Memorial Service 
 

Catherine Trimby 
 

2 pm, Saturday 4
th
 September  

St. George’s Church, Pontesbury 

  Sunday 5th September 
 

An Invitation to 

 Messy Church 
3pm 

                Fun with Mr and Mrs Noah 

Craft, stories, songs and of course  

FOOD 

… a real family party for all ages. 

Do come and enjoy this 

Happy Messy event.  
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St. GeorGe’S Prayer Chain  is a small group of people who 
believe that prayer can make a difference. Each person within the 
group offers daily prayer for anyone who asks for prayer.  
 

If you yourself or someone you know needs special prayer                   
for any reason, please contact Revd. Shirley Small  

01743 791885.  
 

All information given is given in confidence.  
A name is enough if that is all you wish to give. 

not think we would have been able to offer regular Sunday ser-
vices – let alone all those other things that make St. George’s 
more than just a place we go to on Sunday mornings – during 
these last many, many long months of interregnum.  
 
And all the time, this has been in spite of Christopher’s chronic ill-
health. As some of us know, he has put up with a lot: even though 
he finds it difficult to stand at times, he has still taken morning 
worship on so many occasions. He has never made a fuss about it, 
but has just got on with the job. And on top of all this, and like the 
rest of us, Christopher has had to contend with Covid-19….but un-
like most of us, his underlying health issue has made the disrup-
tion to normal life all the greater.    
 
But as Covid slowly recedes, we now have our Rector (who is get-
ting into his new job), other vacancies on the Deanery have been 
filled, and we have the prospect of a Curate and a “House for Du-
ty” Minister. Christopher can at last step down, having left us in 
excellent shape for the future. We will miss his personal support to 
this building and all that goes on inside and out to bring us nearer 
to God – but we look forward to seeing him – and Jane - about in 
Pontesbury.  As you would expect, after Christopher’s last service, 
he and Jane were presented with gifts as tokens of our gratitude.  
 
Thank you, Christopher, for all you have done for us and St. 
George’s! 
 

From Allen Marsden, Churchwarden,                                                         
on behalf of all at St. George’s. 
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Harry Secombe – genius for buffoonery   by Tim Lenton 

 
One hundred years ago, on 8th September 1921, 
Sir Harry Secombe was born in Swansea. The     
comedian, actor, writer, singer and TV presenter 
was one of the stars of the anarchic 1950s radio 
series, The Goon Show. 
 
His family belonged to St Thomas Church, and his 
elder brother, Fred, became a Church of Wales 
priest. Later in life Sir Harry was a presenter of reli-
gious programmes, such as the BBC's Songs of Praise and ITV's 
Highway.  
 
He met Spike Milligan during the war in North Africa and later 
bumped into him again at the Windmill Theatre, where he was do-
ing comedy routines. There they also met Peter Sellers and Michael 
Bentine – forming the team that eventually produced The Goon 
Show. A natural clown with a “genius for buffoonery”, Harry was 
the focus, and he moved on to star in a series of films, including 
Oliver! 
 
He was also a talented and popular tenor. He was knighted in 
1981, referring to himself as Sir Cumference in reference to his 
size – he was later forced to diet for medical reasons, and died at 
the age of 79 of prostate cancer. His tombstone bears the inscrip-
tion “To know him is to love him”.  

Nigel Beeton, author of the poem on the next page, writes: “My 
Uncle Allan is a dear Christian man, now living in a residential 
home in Worthing. He’s 84 now but never forgets my birthday. 
This year he signed off my birthday card with ‘of course, all Chris-
tians long for the day when the Lord will return’..!” 
  
That made me think. ‘Of course’ we do? If you’re like me, you’re 
too busy with day-to-day busyness to give the Second Coming a 
second thought! And yet Jesus Himself warned us against that 
very failing! 
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He will come again in Glory 
 
He will come again in glory 
Judge of living and the dead. 
For we know the future story 
We can read what Jesus said: 

“None can know the date or hour 
               Man below nor angels high 
               Just the Father in his power 
              Knows when His Son will rend the sky.” 
 
Every eye that day will see Him 
Every tongue confess His name; 
Everyone shall bow the knee then 
Although some forgot his claim: 

“None can know the date or hour 
               Man below nor angels high 
               Just the Father in his power 
               Knows when His Son will rend the sky.” 
 
Like sheep and goats He will see them 
The holy standing to his right 
From ev’ry ill the Lord will free them 
For they’re righteous in His sight: 

“None can know the date or hour 
                Man below nor angels high 
                Just the Father in his power 
                Knows when His Son will rend the sky.” 
 
But for those who didn’t know him 
Those who didn’t own His name – 
All of these will have to go then 
Off to their eternal shame.  
               “None can know the date or hour 
                Man below nor angels high 
                Just the Father in his power 
                Knows when His Son will rend the sky.” 
 
From each day to day be ready 
For that day will sometime come; 
To your faith each day hold steady 
And you’ll welcome back the Son! 

“None can know the date or hour 
               Man below nor angels high 
               Just the Father in His power 
                Knows when His Son will rend the sky.” 
 

By Nigel Beeton 
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Our Church Community 

Revd. Christopher Cooke:  
stepping down on Sunday 15th August 2021  

 
Morning Worship at St. George’s on Sunday 15th August was a bit 
special. Revd. Christopher Cooke took the service – and what 
made it special was that this was his last service, here at St. 
George’s.  
 
As you may have seen in the papers recently, there’s been quite a 
bit about “stepping down”. In some professions, it seems that 
when one finishes doing the day-job, one does a spot of consultan-
cy and only then does one actually retire…to count one’s millions. 
This may apply to Prime Ministers but it’s very different for church 
ministers. For one thing, the financial rewards are a little more 
modest and for another, actual retirement for ladies and gentle-
men of the cloth may not actually happen for quite some years af-
ter leaving the day-job. 
 
We don’t think that Christopher quite knew what he was letting 
himself in for, when he, Jane and family first moved into Pontes-
bury. Revd. Margaret Jones was our Rector then, supported by our 
Curate Max Lambourne. Then Margaret retired, and after a while, 
Max moved to Australia to take up his first post. It then took over 
two years and three successive rounds of interviews before the va-
cancy of Rector was finally filled. Meanwhile, we lost key people 
from our Lay team – Sue Picken, David Ryder and Jack Cornall – 
all, before their time.  And when we did get our Rector, he came 
with a reorganisation of the Deanery which saw the shape and 
scope change drastically from what we had all become used to. 
 
We are all grateful that Christopher saw this challenge and met it 
for as long as he has done. Since Margaret and Max moved on, 
Christopher has spent his “retirement” taking dozens of Morning 
Services – just as he did on Sunday 15th August - as well as lead-
ing numerous Tea Services. When not here “up front”, Christopher 
has kept the work of St. George’s going by supporting our choir, 
by running a series of Bible-Study courses which I personally have 
found invaluable, and by writing many weekly Reflections and arti-
cles in our Magazine. And he has always been prepared to offer 
thoughts and advice to us Lay people. Without this support, I do 
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               THE DIOCESE OF HEREFORD          September 2021  

From Richard, the Bishop of Hereford 

“We are creatures of habit, especially in matters  
of faith and worship.” 

 
September is often the month when refreshed by our summer holi-
days, we hit the ground running. Given that most of us left full 
time education a while ago, it is slightly odd that September still 
feels like a sort of new year. These patterns can become en-
trenched.  We do things habitually, even though the reason we 
started doing them that way has long since passed.  The Mothers’ 
Union in my curacy church refused to meet at any time other than 
2:00 pm in the afternoon.  Given that most were over 80, and the 
reason that they had to leave at 3:00 pm was to pick the children 
up from school, it all seemed rather curious. 
 
We are creatures of habit, especially in matters of faith and wor-
ship.  That applies whether we love the Book of Common Prayer or 
singing modern worship songs.  We find what works for us and 
hold on to it tightly.   Words from the Old Testament Prophet Isai-
ah that God is “doing a new thing! Now it springs up, do you not 
perceive it,” can cut little ice.  
 
But God’s new thing is always rooted in his past dealings with 
us.  He doesn’t change, but our context and culture does.  If he 
encourages us to change, it is not for the sake of novelty, but to 
ensure that the timeless message of the Gospel can be heard 
afresh by each new generation.  
 
The glory of the church is that it looks very different according to 
the culture in which it is placed.  Our Tanzanian friends have dif-
ferent churches to ours, as do our friends in Nuremberg. Our chal-
lenge, as we look forward, is that our church (the Church of Eng-
land) is by and large perfectly designed to minister to a culture 
that no longer exists.  What we need to become to be the Church 
that fruitfully ministers to our contemporaries is something else, it 
is a journey we embark on together.  We seek to discern God’s 
guidance, but it is a road we must travel. 
 

+ Richard 
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I am keeping my fingers crossed in the hope that we will be able to re-
commence our Little Dragon sessions on the 7th of this month, following the 
long break caused by the Covid-19 pandemic.  Hopefully, we will help to 
create a bright future for our young members as they enjoy time with us; 
playing, painting and crafting, listening to stories and singing.  
 
It has been a hard time for so many and, at times, it has seemed as if 
‘normal’ will never return.  However, always being optimistic, I am sure that 
brighter days are ahead 
 
Quite by chance I found the following quote.  I don’t know who the author 
is; nor do I have  knowledge of the source; but it states hopes for future 
days. 
 

Don’t cry over the past, it’s gone. 
Don’t stress about the future, it hasn’t arrived. 

Live in the present and make it beautiful. 
 

With the help of ‘Big Dragons’, with faith and hope in the future, that is 
what we will try to do.  
 
From Val and from we three,  
     George,  
          Uncle Sam  
                and Idris: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional Note:  
 

It is with sadness that I write of the death of Sheila Bebbington, a member 
of our church congregation but possibly best known to us as a 'Big Dragon'.  
 

Sheila attended Little Dragons with her grand-daughter, Eleni, from its in-
ception in 2006, then with Nathan, her grandson, eventually evolving into a 
'Big Dragon', always showing a kind, friendly welcome to those attending 
and being I/C snacks - we can't even guess how many apples, bananas, 
pears, strawberries, grapes and raisins she prepared for our small charges.  
 

We will miss her so much and will remember her with love.  
We hold her in our prayers and hearts. God Bless, you, Sheila. 
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Sheep’s Tale   by Daphne Kitching 

(Luke 15:1-7) 

 

I didn’t know I was lost, 

Just thought I’d try a new path, 

Walk a different way for a while. 

After all, the rest of the flock  

Seemed so comfortable, so sure of themselves. 

I’d sometimes felt alone 

Even with the ninety-nine all around me. 

Then there was my voice - always one bleat behind, 

And just because I sat behind that particular bush 

Where the ewes always congregate, 

I got pushed to the edge of the flock. 

So, yes, I’d strayed a bit, 

But I wouldn’t say I was lost exactly, 

Just wandering. 
 

That was until night fell, 

And I fell  

Deep into danger, 

Far from the flock, 

Lonely and yes, lost now  

And wanting so much to go home, 

Not knowing how, 

Needing help, 

And the night so dark. 
 

Then out of darkness 

His voice of light, 

Searching, 

His arms of rescue, 

Saving,  
 

His heart of love, 

Rejoicing 

Because He found me, 

My Shepherd. 
 

He came to look  

For me.  
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Two thirds of churches in UK plan                                              

to keep streaming online, says survey 
 
Almost two thirds of UK churches plan to carry on streaming 
online, even after restrictions lift.  
 
According to a recent survey by the insurance group Ecclesiastical 
and The Bible Society, 93 per cent of churches have used new 
ways to keep in touch with their congregation and over two in five 
churches (43 per cent) saw an increase in attendance as a result.  
 
Live streaming has undoubtedly helped churches keep their ser-
vices going during the pandemic, but this research suggests most, 
62 per cent, would like the new habit to stay.  
 
In the survey, 93 per cent said that they had used the video plat-
form Zoom since March 2020, while others used Facebook (60 per 
cent), YouTube (5 per cent) and Microsoft Teams (1 per cent) to 
stream to their congregation. 
 
Over two in five of the churches who had used these new channels 
said that they had seen an increase in attendance against their 
usual numbers, leading most to say they will carry on stream-
ing after lockdown ends. 
 
As one vicar in Norfolk said, "At the height of the pandemic we 
were getting over a hundred visits to our Facebook page a day, ten 
times as many as beforehand.  
 
"By using social media we've been able to reach many more people 
than ever came through the actual church door each week, so it's 
definitely something we're looking to continue offering. There is 
certainly more hope now than there was this time last year and we 
look forward to the Lord leading us from this difficult time into 
freedom and new beginnings." 
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Looking at YOU 

 

  

In praise of motorway services  
 
What have you got in common with the Beatles, the Rolling Stones, 
and Eric Clapton?   
You have all visited the Watford Gap Services on your way up or 
down the M1. 
 
Back in the early 1960s, the M1 transformed the way that bands 
could travel, and visiting the service station was an integral part of 
their trip. In the 60 or so years since motorway services opened, 
they have also become part of life for tens of millions of us.   
 
Motorway services not only provide a much-needed break from the 
road, they are also a great place for people-watching. All sizes, 
shapes and varieties of people can be found in one. As one journal-
ist put it: “a motorway service station is the ultimate human zoo.” 
 
Not everyone used motorway services back in the 1960s.Many 
people just pulled over onto the hard shoulder and unpacked a pic-
nic. There was even the true story of the family who pulled their 
car onto the central reservation of the motorway to have lunch – 
and survived to tell the tale. 
 
Motorway services also confused people. One distraught couple, 
heading north, reported their car had been stolen. The police found 
they had crossed the pedestrian bridge, and then could not find 
their car in the south-bound carpark. 
 
Today there are 111 service stations in the UK. The law states that 
they must not be more than 
28 miles apart, or 30 minutes 
of travelling time. By law, they 
must provide two hours of free 
parking, free toilets, and a free 
play area for children. 
 
The first two motorway ser-
vices were Watford Gap and 
Newport Pagnell, both of which 
opened in early November 
1959, along with the M1. 
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by their family relationships – beloved grandfather, grandmother, 
father, mother, wife, husband, son or daughter. 
 
Others are described by their roles in life – actress, golf profes-
sional or for the war graves, by their ranks. How long, I wonder, 
had the young men and women been in uniform before meeting 
their deaths – and being remembered ever after as soldiers? In 
some cases, it may have been just a few months. 
 
What, I find myself asking, would I like to have written on my 
gravestone? How would each of us like to be remembered? How 
can long lives be summed up in the few words you can fit on a 
gravestone? 
 
And what is it that we are doing in life that will be of lasting value? 
Cemeteries are places that can make you consider your own life 
and think about what is important in it. 
 
Many Christian funerals begin with the words of Jesus Christ, 'I am 
the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even 
though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in 
me will never die.'   
 
It is a promise I hold to as I walk the paths around the graves.      

St. George’s, Pontesbury 
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By the Revd Peter Crumpler, a Church of England priest in St Albans, 
Herts, and a former communications director for the C of E.  
 

Learning lessons from a graveyard 
 
If you’re looking for a quiet oasis away from the bustle and busy-
ness of everyday life, there’s a place where nature, heritage and 
the life histories of hundreds of local people are on peaceful dis-
play. 
 
Take a walk in your local cemetery.  
 
The chances are it’s a place where nature abounds, where socially-
distant peace can be found, and you can meditate on the deeper 
issues of life. 
 
It’s true that graveyards seldom feature in most people’s favourite 
places to visit. Many find them morbid, reminding them of their 
own mortality. 
 
Or they can prompt memories of loved ones no longer with us, 
and the sadness overcomes the happy memories of the life shared 
together. Others simply rush past cemeteries or graveyards, with-
out even noticing that they are there. 
 
But walk among the gravestones, read the inscriptions and you 
find the stories of people’s lives.  
 
Samuel Ryder, the Hertfordshire seed merchant who devised the 
United States v Europe Ryder Cup golf tournament, is buried in 
the cemetery opposite the church where I minister. When I visited 
recently, someone had left golf balls on his grave.  
 
In the same cemetery, there are more than 200 plain white graves 
of local and Commonwealth service people who died during the 
two world wars, and a memorial to the many local soldiers who 
died in the First World War. 
 
To wander around any cemetery or graveyard is to enter into the 
lives of generations of families. To see the grave of the still-born 
baby close to the child who died in infancy, both near to the 
grandmother who died in her nineties. The husband and wife who 
died within months of each other, are alongside the wife who out-
lived her spouse by decades.  
 
I’m always struck by how people are described. Most are defined 
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Children and tea-drinking 
 
Put the kettle on. Children should begin to drink tea from the age 
of four, in order to combat later stress, obesity and heart disease. 
 
So says the results of a recent study which appeared in the Nutri-
tion and Food Technology journal. It says that green tea and the 
more traditional black tea contain compounds which can aid con-
centration and cognitive function. 
 
As one doctor said, “Including three 
cups of black tea daily as apart of a 
healthy lifestyle could help to preserve 
physical and mental health in child-
hood… and into old age.” 
 
Parents could offer tea as a substitute 
for sweet and sugary drinks for children. 
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God in the Arts by the Revd Michael Burgess  

The Revd Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts with ‘A 
Hill Prayer’ by Maxfield Parrish.  
 

‘How wonderful creation is’ 
 
There is a story that someone asked a Father of the early church, 
Tertullian, to prove the existence of God.   
 
He replied by showing the person a rose. But Tertullian took a risk, 
for while many appreciate the beauty and wonder of a rose, it is 
not everyone who sees that beauty pointing to God as its creator.  
 
In one of his hymns, Fr Faber wrote: ‘How wonderful creation is, 
The work which thou didst bless, And O! what then must Thou be 
like – Eternal loveliness.’ A rose can speak of beauty and speak of 
God to some; to others a rose is just another flower in the garden. 
William Blake wrote, ‘The tree which moves some to tears of joy is 
in the eyes of others only a green thing which stands in the way.’ 
We know that only too well when forests are cut down in the name 
of progress, and trees that have stood for centuries are hewn 
down in a moment. 
 
This month’s work of art is ‘A Hill Prayer’ by Maxfield Parrish: it 
shows a man standing in a forest of venerable and imposing trees, 
and the hills stretching out behind him. Maxfield Parrish was an 
American artist, who created paintings of brilliant colour and lumi-
nosity. The particular cobalt he used was known as ‘Parrish blue.’ 
Much of his work was for illustrations in books and magazines and 
in advertising. But here is an early drawing of 1897,based in a 
New England forest, that has a haunting quality about it. He drew 
it to accompany a poem of Marian Warner Wildman where the 
writer goes into the forest to escape the doubts and worries of the 
world and to find release and peace. It ends with the lines: 
 ‘I love thee with a beauty-broken heart 
 And worship thee, be whatever thou art.’ 
 
The drawing may evoke for us memories of forests and country-
side we have explored, with trees towering above us, reaching to 
the sky, their leaves rustling in the wind and letting shafts of sun-
light through. Like the artist, we may have wondered at their age 
and beauty and pondered the mystery of creation around us. In 
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Looking at CHURCH 

Reflected Faith Series:                                

the Bread we eat 
 

The majority of Sunday morning service 
in churches throughout the world are 
based on the Last Supper of Jesus. At 

the Passover meal, on the night before His death, Jesus took 
bread, gave thanks, broke it and gave it to His disciples saying, 
"This is My body given for you;"  (Luke 22:19a). He also took wine 
and passed it to each of them and said, "This is My blood, given 
for you." 
 

These two elements, the bread and the wine, continue to be the 
central focus for Christians: doing what Jesus asked us to do, ‘Do 
this in remembrance of me’.  (Luke 22:19b) 
 

What we call this service varies between denominations and even 
between churches within the same denomination.  
 

It is a way of giving ‘thanks’ as Jesus did (the word ‘Eucharist’ 
comes from the Greek by way of Latin, and it means 
‘thanksgiving’), reminding us not only of the tremendous sacrifice 
that Christ had made on our behalf, but also recalling the love and 
joy that Jesus brings to the community. 
 

The word ‘Communion’ comes from something done with others – 
the community. It's done with Christ. It's done with other worship-
pers. In sharing the meal, 'I' becomes 'us'. The word ‘Mass’ comes 
from the conclusion to the traditional service – which was in Latin: 
‘Ite, missa est.’ ‘Go. You are being sent.’  Today we use similar 
words, ‘Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord.’ 
 

At the moment many churches, especially the Church of England, 
are only giving bread to the congregation with the priest alone 
consuming the wine.  So the meaning underlying the taking / the 
giving of bread is more crucial than ever. In some denominations 
the bread is literally the ‘daily bread’, whilst in others it is a ‘wafer’ 
or yeast free bread – as was used at the original Passover. 
 

This month: Have a look at the bread that is placed into your 
hands the next time you ‘receive’.  How does it reflect receiving 
Christ into your life? 
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This comes from a blog by Alistair Birkett,director of Rural Ministries for 
Scotland and Northern England.  You can read more at:  
https://www.ruralministries.org.uk/blog/anticipatingtheharvest  
 

Thanking God for our blessings 
 

Our winter barley ripened quickly this year, and soon the combine 
harvesters were rolling here on the Northumberland / Scottish Border. 
 

As the first trailer load of grain came into the shed, I ran my hands 
through the golden grains, offering a short prayer of thankfulness as I 
savoured the smell of fresh cut barley. It was a good harvest. 
 

I’ve often reflected on the Old Testament festival of the Firstfruits, 
where the Israelites offered the very first sheaf of the spring harvest 
to God (Leviticus 23:9-14). I think this act required great faith, as 
they trusted God for a fruitful harvest to come, something that was 
far from certain, given their utter dependence on the weather.  
 

I’m not sure about you, but I’m always up for giving thanks after the 
event. I’ll sing ‘Come ye thankful people come’ and rejoice that “all is 
safely gathered in”, but am I able to trust with anticipation for what is 
yet to come? 
 

The festival of the Firstfruits reminded God’s people that everything 
they had came from Him. I am reminded that I must learn (and re-
learn) to trust in God, who has proven His faithfulness to me, over 
and over again. 
 

Perhaps right now as a 
church community or 
an individual you’re 
waiting for a certain 
event, standing on the 
cusp of a new initiative, 
praying for a certain 
outcome or anticipating 
a long-held vision be-
coming reality. Let’s all 
keep trusting that whatever the challenge, however things turn out, 
irrespective of what we anticipate, God is going before us and has se-
cured the Firstfruits of an even greater harvest through Jesus, as He 
rose from the dead.  
 

Just as the grain offering to God in the Old Testament anticipated a 
harvest to come, Paul reminds us that Jesus’ victory anticipates an 
even greater bodily resurrection and eternal peace (1 Corinthians 
15:20-22). 
 

As we continue our journey with Jesus through the challenges of each 
day, let’s do so with a deepening faith and trust. In the meantime, 
bring on the harvest - I’ll see you on the other side! 
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God in the Sciences  by the Revd Michael Burgess  

their beauty we can glimpse their 
Creator; in the miracle of their life, 
we can see the bringer of life and 
eternal life. For scripture begins 
with trees: the tree of life and the 
tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil with the story of how human 
pride exchanges paradise for hard 
work and toil.  
 
But the final pages of the Bible de-
scribe that tree of life once again: 
this time arching over the river that 
runs through the heavenly city with 
leaves that bring healing and resto-
ration. And bridging that tree of 
Genesis and the tree of Revelation 
is the wood of the cross: ‘None in 
foliage, none in blossom, none in 
fruit thy peer may be.’ In that tree 
we can truly glory. 
 
Autumn will soon be with us, and 

the magnificence of the trees around will fade as their leaves fall 
and are swept away. After the death of winter, spring will come and 
bring the miracle of new life to their roots and branches, and once 
again we can behold their glory, like the traveller in the forest of 
Maxfield Parrish’s drawing – trees that remind us of ‘the one and 
only noble tree’: the Cross that is the sign of salvation for all sea-
sons and all lives. 

Faithful to Scripture, Faithful to Science: Alister McGrath on 

science and Christian faith 
 
Alister McGrath is well-known as a theologian, but he started out 
as a scientist. After becoming a Christian as a student, he wanted 
to learn about his new faith so he studied theology at the same 
time as completing his PhD in molecular biophysics. He has not 
lost touch with science, but has continued to write and speak 
about how science and Christian faith work together. In this ex-
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tract from a recently released interview, he shares his experience 
of being a scientist and a Christian. 
 
“I think my most vivid experience of wonder took place in the 
1970's when I was on vacation in Iran. We were travelling on a bus 
in the middle of the night because it wasn't hot then, and the bus 
broke down. We found ourselves in the middle of this solemn black 
desert, and the night sky shone with a brilliance like I had never 
seen before. That just overwhelmed me, it made me think there is 
something really wonderful here.  
 
“Now, I was a Christian by that time and I knew how Christianity 
could answer that but it just struck me, that sense of wonder has 
two possible outcomes. One is science - this universe is wonderful, 
what's it all about? But of course, it is also about religion, the deep-
er levels of things that science can't really engage. I think one of 
the things I have discovered over time is that maybe this sense of 
wonder both opens the gateway to science and to faith, and that 
those two together are able to answer questions which on their 
own they simply couldn't.  
 
“I think science is wonderful at asking questions. Some of those 
questions can be answered, but very often when you do answer 
them, they simply open up yet more questions. But of course, 
there are some more fundamental questions I think science simply 
cannot answer - they transcend its capacities to answer, and you 
might think of non-empirical questions like, ‘Why am I here? What 
is the meaning of life? What is good and how do I live a good life?’ 
 
“These are real questions and they're good questions but they're 
not scientific questions. And the psychologists tell us that we really 
need answers to those questions if we are to lead a fulfilled human 
existence. You find some scientists who say, ‘Well because science 
can’t answer them there are no answers to be given’, but actually 
most realise that there are answers waiting to be discovered - it’s 
just that science can't deliver them.  
 
“Science fills in part of a big picture but there are 
parts of the picture you have to fill in from some-
where else. Science is part of the answer but only 
part, and faith supplements it, giving us a vision of 
life that is exciting and reliable, and also some-
thing that we can inhabit meaningfully.” 
 
Find more on wondersofthelivingworld.org  
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Canon Paul Hardingham considers how various people respond to God. 
 

The Parable of the Sower 
 
This month we are looking at the Parable of the Sower (Mark 4:1-
20). It’s the story of a farmer who sowed his seed in different type 
of soils. These represent the different responses of the heart to 
God’s Word (v15-20): 

 
1) The hard heart: ‘like seed along the path…as 

soon as they hear it, Satan comes and takes 
away the word that was sown in them.’ (15). 
Some people, when they hear the message,   

get distracted eg social media, work or               
relationships. Personal priorities prevent them 

from hearing God. 
 

2) The shallow heart: ‘like seed sown on rocky 
places…since they have no root, they last only   
a short time. When trouble or persecution 
comes because of the word, they quickly fall 
away.’  (16,17). These are the people whose 
heart isn’t open to the message. When things 
become uncomfortable or discouraging,         
they are ready to quit.  
 

3) The crowded heart: ‘like seed sown among 
thorns…but the worries of this life, the               

deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for     
other things come in and choke the word,    

making it unfruitful.’ (18,19). This soil is most 
relevant for us today. People crave status,   

comfort, security and personal desires      
alongside the things of God. It’s a heart that     

is worried about life getting out of control!  
 

4) The open heart: ‘like seed sown on good soil, 
hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop – 
some thirty, some sixty, some a hundred times 
what was sown.’ (20).   This represents the 
open heart that listens and accepts Jesus’s 
word, and is ready to follow Him however diffi-
cult things become.  
 

What kind of soil is our heart? Are we hard, shallow, crowded or 
open? Do we have a heart of faith to follow Jesus in every aspect 
of our lives? 
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Looking at GOD 

 

The Ven John Barton considers God’s search for us. 
 

Let Jesus Christ find you 
 
Jesus said, ’Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, be-
lieve also in me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling-
places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare 
a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there 
you may be also.’ John 14:1-6 
 

We come to church regularly to meet God. But actually, God 
comes to meet us. He comes to us personally though His Word; 
and in Holy Communion, Jesus arrives under cover of bread and 
wine, saying ‘this is My body; this is My blood’. 
 

The whole Bible is the story of God searching for us, not the other 
way round. It begins with Adam and Eve running away and hiding, 
and that’s how it continues to this day. But it ends with a dramatic 
vision of reunion. 
 

In the meantime, humanity is invited to stop, turn round, and face 
God who is in pursuit. ‘Turning round’ is what ‘repentance’ means. 
 

Becoming a Christian is letting Christ find us; being a Christian is 
becoming an apprentice in His workforce.   
 

Not long before His crucifixion, Jesus taught His apprentices about 
His death - and theirs. “I’m going to prepare a place for you, and I 
will come again and take you to myself, so that where I am you 
may be also.” 
 

When we contemplate dying, it may seem like a journey into the 
dark. But we will not go alone. Never alone. As we reach out into 
the darkness, Christ is reaching out to us. Just as He has been 
reaching out to us throughout our lives, so He is there to grasp us 
as we breathe our last. “I will come again and will take you to my-
self, so that where I am, there you may be also.” 
 

For the disciple, death is a union - a reunion with Christ. It’s the 
most natural thing in the world. So, we pray that at our end, we 
may reach out into the darkness, to find we are grasped by the 
One who has already prepared a place for us. 
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Your Puzzle for this month 

Crossword Clues 
 

Clues Across 
1 ‘Through [Christ] we have 
gained …. by faith into this 
grace’ (Romans 5:2) (6) 
4  Deprives of sight 
(Deuteronomy 16:19) (6) 
8  The words of a hymn do 
this (mostly) (5) 
9  Faithful allegiance (1 
Chronicles 12:33) (7) 
10 Belgium’s chief port (7) 
11 Where John was baptiz-
ing ‘because there was plenty 
of water’ (John 3:23) (5) 
12 Imposing height (Psalm 
48:2) (9) 
17 Jesus’ tempter in the wilderness (Mark 1:13) (5) 
19 Comes between Amos and Jonah (7) 
21 ‘Your will be done’ …   as it is in heaven’ (Matthew 6:10) (2,5) 
22 Gale (Matthew 8:24) (5) 
23 Axle, eh? (anag.) (6) 
24 ‘Out of the… I cry to you, O Lord’ (Psalm 130:1) (6) 
 

Clues Down 
1  Popular Christian author and humorist, Plass (6) 
2  Transparent ice-like mineral (Revelation 4:6) (7) 
3  Method of compelling surrender by surrounding target of attack(2 
Chronicles 32:1) (5) 
5  Expose (Isaiah 52:10) (3,4) 
6  Lonny (anag.) (5) 
7  Utterance (1 Timothy 1:15) (6) 
9  Husband of Deborah, the prophetess (Judges 4:4) (9) 
13 Burial service (Jeremiah 34:5) (7) 
14 What Christ threatened to do to the lukewarm church in Laodicea
(Revelation 3:16) (4,3) 
15 Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged the net(John 21:11) (6) 
16 His response to Jesus’ decision to return to Judea was ‘Let us also go, 
that we may die with him’ (John 11:16) (6) 
18 There will be weeping and gnashing of … (Matthew 8:12) (5) 
20 Walkway between rows of pews in a church (5) 
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Here are the Sunday Service details, and the readings  
which you may enjoy at home if you are unable  

to come into church this month.  

Readings and Services for this MONTH 

Date Service Readings 

5th September 
14th after Trinity  

Holy Communion 
led by our new 
Archdeacon 
10:30am   
 

Messy Church 
with tea at  
3:00pm  
 

Isaiah 35: 4 – 7a 
James 2: 1 – 10, 14 – 17 
Mark 7: 24 – end 

12th September 
15th after Trinity  

Lay-led Morning 
Worship 
10:30am  

Isaiah 50: 4 – 9a 
James 3: 1 – 12 
Mark 8: 27 – end 

19th September 
16th after Trinity  

Combined Service 
with Methodist & 
Congregational 
Churches 
10:30am 
 

Healing Service 
6:30pm  
 

Jeremiah 11: 18 – 20 
James 3:  13 – 4:3, 7 – 
8a 
Mark 9: 30 – 37 

26th September 
17th after Trinity 

Holy Communion 
10:30am 

Psalm 19: 7 – end 
James 5: 13 – end 
Mark 9: 38 – end 

Because in person worship is now being taken up by                          
nearly everyone, there is now very limited take up of our                  

online worship services.  
In light of this, but confirming our intention to provide something 
for anyone who misses church on a Sunday for whatever reason, 

we will record a sermon live from a Sunday morning service        
at one of our churches (audio not video) and post this                            

along with some notices. 
To access this on our church website look for ‘Rector’                                          

in the section labelled ‘Blogs’.   
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at the Last Supper before heading for the garden of Gethsemane. 
How much strength, one wonders, must the Lord have gained from 
singing at this poignant moment? In much the same way, Paul and 
Silas sing in chains in a Philippian dungeon. Their chains fall off, 
almost it seems, as a result of their singing. It’s true. Singing 
God’s praise really does change things. 
 

Greg Smith 
 

September Prayer  
 

Dear Lord, 
September – the month of new beginnings for many, as sum-

mer fades and school and college terms start.  
 

After such a strange time of restrictions, hopes of freedom, with 
warnings to be cautious, it is hard to know what to expect                         

this September.  
 

We can’t know what lies ahead, Lord, but we can trust you to 
see us through whatever it turns out to be.  

 
Thank you for your promise, I will never leave you or forsake 

you…(Hebrews 13:5) 
 

Help us to hold fast to that promise, to keep trusting you - and 
to be thankful for each September day. 

 
In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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PHIL GRIFFITHS 
Local Plumber 

 
Tap Replacement  

and Plumbing Repairs Undertaken. 
New Taps Supplied and Fitted. 

Full Range available. 
Established 35 years.  

 
Tel: 01743 790046 

Mobile : 07970 010148 
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HIGNETTS OF 
PONTESBURY LTD. 

Established 1919 
Butchers * Bakers 

Greengrocers * Flowers * Fish 
tel: 01743 790228 

SUZANNE 
CLASSIC HAIR 

 
Main Road, Pontesbury 

 
Tel: 01743 791186 

 

PONTESBURY  
PHARMACY 

 
Dispensing Chemist 

 
Your  

Local Community Chemist 
 

“ASK YOUR PHARMACIST” 
 

Your health is our concern 
Our aim is your satisfaction 

 
01734 790273 
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        LIFTING UP OUR EYES 

Dear Friends 
Second only to being able to hug our loved ones, the most painful 
and difficult thing to have been deprived of by the lockdown was 
surely communal singing. When lockdown rules were lifted over-
night last month, we weren’t quite sure how to respond. Allowing 
singing but with masks on for the congrega-
tion seemed a reasonable compromise, bal-
ancing the need for ongoing caution in light of 
the continued prevalence of the virus but tak-
ing account of the protections offered by a 
population that is largely vaccinated. 
 
I worried that perhaps we had forgotten how 
to sing or that the masks would make it too difficult to make a joy-
ful noise despite the good example our choirs have set us in recent 
weeks. All this in addition to confronting the inevitable challenge 
that any new Rector faces: that he doesn’t know all the hymns 
with which the congregation are familiar, and they don’t know the 
hymns that he has been singing from his youth. However, my anx-
ieties have proved ill-founded. The most recent Sunday was wit-
ness to some joyous, loud, and uplifting congregational singing, 
which really blessed my heart. 
 
We know that communal singing is not something that is prized by 
the church alone. Every pop concert has a singalong section where 
the performer encourages the crowd to sing their most well- 
known song. Sports crowds love a singsong (it has even extended 
to cricket) and the success of Last Night of the Proms is surely 
founded on the opportunity it presents to the audience to join in. 
 
Nevertheless, we should not neglect the Biblical witness which sug-
gests that communal singing has its origins in religious ritual. The 
Book of Psalms, beloved by so many Christians and Jews, is a 
hymn book that testifies to how prevalent religious singing was in 
Old Testament times and how it must have been used to strength-
en God’s people in the most difficult times and as an expression of 
rejoicing in the most joyous of times. There are also two moments 
in the New Testament that stand out. Jesus and his disciples sing 
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The Parish of Pontesbury 

Contact details: 

Contributions for St. George’s Magazine should be in by  
the 15th of the previous month.  It may not be possible to include                        

contributions received after this date until the following month. 
 

Send e-mail & attachments to stgsmagazine@googlemail.com 
Please post handwritten articles to Ford Place, The Bank, Pontesbury Hill, SY5 0XX. 

 
Website: www.st-george.org.uk 

 

Items for inclusion in the Deanery News to be submitted by 10th of previous month to 
Alison Bebb - Keepers Cottage, Cruckmeole, Shrewsbury, SY5 8JN 

  Telephone: 01743 860158                         email: alisonbebb5@gmail.com 

QUOTE:  
I can take my telescope and look millions of miles into space; but I 

can go away to my room and in prayer get nearer to God and heav-
en than I can when assisted by all the telescopes on earth.                              

- Isaac Newton 
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To place an advertisement in this   

magazine, please email:                                        
stgsmagazine @googlemail.com             

or phone: Marion Elliott 01743 792256 
 

Disclaimer: each advert in this magazine 

has been devised by the advertiser          

in question.                                             

St. George’s church accepts no                 

responsibility for the standard or quality 

of goods and services provided.            

St. George’s church accepts no liability   

for any loss or damage arising from     

acceptance of any advertised trading. 

 
Under normal  
circumstances 

Pontesbury WI 
meets  on  

the second Monday of each 
month (except August),                      

at 2.00pm                                        
in Pontesbury Public Hall.     

 
New members are always 

welcome. 
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