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LIFTING UP OUR EYES
I recall a fevered debate at theological college about the opening verse of Psalm 121 from which the title of this piece is drawn.
There were many fevered debates at theological college, but not
many that I recall a quarter of a century later. However, this one
struck me as quite profound at the time, which perhaps explains
why its essence still remains with me.
You may well be familiar with the verse. “I lift up mine eyes to
the hills. Where does my help come from?” The traditional understanding of this scripture is that we lift our eyes to seek help from
the Lord and when we look up, behold, there are the hills where
the Lord may be found. This interpretation is bolstered by Biblical
accounts of encounters with God on Mount Sinai, Mount Horeb and
the like. As I write this, I have the great joy and privilege of being
able to look through my study window at Earls Hill; and I don’t
have to travel far before I can see many other of the Shropshire
hills for which this area is rightly famed. I can therefore readily endorse an interpretation that expects to find God in the mountains.
But I still vividly remember the lone dissenting voice of a trainee Congregationalist minister (the only one in a group that also
contained Rev Margaret Jones). He told us that he had spent many
years living in the middle east where the church was forced underground and lived with constant fear of being discovered and punished (how blessed we are to know nothing of such persecution).
He said that whenever people looked to the hills in that land, it
wasn’t for deliverance but with fear. This is where the robbers and
bandits were holed up, ready to pounce at any opportunity. Do you
recall the story of the Good Samaritan? People looked to the hills
in trepidation, prompting the cry: where does my help come from?
Over the last twelve months (and a bit more now) many of us
have found cause for fear and anxiety as we have watched the daily news; and once more many of us will be watching carefully to
see whether the reopening of schools will significantly affect infection rates. Whatever one’s preferred interpretation, ultimately, the
bottom line remains the same. Whether we look to the hills in fear
or wonder, when we need help it is the Maker of Heaven and Earth
who provides for us.
Every blessing
Greg
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Readings for this MONTH
Here are the Sunday readings which you
may enjoy at home in April.

Date

Time

Service

Readings

1st April
Maundy
Thursday

6:30 pm

Holy
Communion,
Night Watch

1 Corinthians 11: 23 – 26
John 13: 1 – 17, 31b - 35

2nd April
Good Friday

2.00 pm

Service at the
Cross

Matt 27: 50-56
Mark 15: 25-36
Luke 23: 32-34, 39-43
John 19: 25-30

7:30 pm
10:30 am

Tenebrae
Holy
Communion

TBA
Isaiah 25: 6 – 9
1 Corinthians 15: 1 – 11
Mark 16: 1 - 8

11th April

10:30 am

Holy
Communion

18th April

10:30 am

Holy
Communion

Exodus 14:10 – 31; 15:20 –
21
Acts 4: 32 – 35
John 20: 19 - 31
Zephaniah 3: 14 – 20
Acts 3: 12 – 19
Luke 24: 36b - 48

25th April

10:30 am

Holy
Communion

4th April
Easter Day
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Acts 4: 5 – 12
Psalm 23
John 10: 11 - 18

A packed Easter programme at St George’s includes:
Wednesday March 31st at 6.30 p.m.
A dramatic rendering of St Mark’s Gospel.
Robert Currie, a local thespian who has learnt the whole of Mark’s Gospel
off by heart, will entertain and challenge us with a vivid retelling of the
greatest story ever told. There will be three short comfort breaks, but if you
want a drink or snack, please bring your own.
Thursday April 1st at 7 p.m.
Maundy Thursday Foot washing, Holy Communion and vigil
Friday April 2nd
Sadly, we have decided that it will not be safe to offer children’s activities
this year.
There will be an hour at the Cross from 2 to 3 p.m. with meditations provided by Greg and music by our new organist Paul Bracken.
There will be a Tenebrae Service at 7.30 p.m. – again an opportunity for
quiet reflection on this most solemn of days.
Sunday April 4th
We will be celebrating Easter Sunday and the resurrection at 10.30 with a
service of Holy Communion, presided over by the Revd Pam Bickley.

Easter Prayer by Daphne Kitching
Dear generous, loving Father,
How can we thank you for the precious gift of your Son Jesus,
for His life of obedience and servanthood, for His choosing to die
that agonising death on a cruel cross, so that we can be forgiven,
and most of all for His death-defeating resurrection on
the first Easter morning and the gift of His Spirit to those
who put their trust in Him?
We can’t possibly thank you adequately Lord, but we want to try!
Thank you, thank you Father, that Jesus, our Servant-King is alive,
Lord of heaven and earth - and yet still serving us, so that
we too can live and serve.
Help us to be your Easter people and live lives of faithful witness
to the living Lord, empowered by your Holy Spirit, building in all
that we think, say or do for your kingdom to come. Hallelujah!
Amen.
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Organist and Choirmaster
We are delighted to announce the appointment of Paul Bracken as
our new Organist and Choirmaster.
Paul, with his wife Sue, are new to the area, having moved recently into Pontesbury. Paul is a professional musician who comes
to us from St Giles, West Bridgford in Nottingham. He has a
wealth of talent and experience and we feel very blessed to have
acquired his services. The choir is not yet able to sing, but they
too in time will no doubt benefit from his leadership.

APCM 2021
The APCM (Annual Parochial Church Meeting) this year will
be held on Sunday, 18th April.
Due to current restrictions the Meeting will be held via
Zoom at 12:00 noon.
The details you need to join this zoom are:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83941035260?
pwd=U1loOU1QdVo4ZUl0RmsraXVPZHhVZz09
Meeting ID: 839 4103 5260
Passcode: 259009
All members of the Electoral Roll are invited to attend the APCM,
when we appoint Church Wardens, Assistant Wardens, Sidespeople and PCC Members.
We hope you will be able to join us.
The APCM Report will be posted on the website –
www.st-george.org.uk
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Looking at GOD
Canon Paul Hardingham considers the eternal promise of Easter.

Easter Hope
“So many people right across the country are anxious about employment, anxious about food, isolated from loved ones and feel
that the future looks dark.” These are words from the Archbishop
of Canterbury’s sermon on Easter Day 2020. Who would have
thought that we are experiencing the same uncertainties this Easter!
Yet the Easter story remains one of hope overcoming darkness and
despair. The women arrived at the tomb on Easter morning with
mixed emotions, as they came to anoint Jesus’ body. ‘But when
they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had
been rolled away.’ (Mark 16:4). They were confused, as they tried
to make sense of Jesus’ death. Their hopes were dashed with an
uncertain future. In the current pandemic, we too are left asking:
Where is God in all this?
The young man at the tomb reminds
them that God is still in control:
“Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are
looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who
was crucified. He has risen! He is not
here. See the place where they laid
him.” (Mark 16:6).
The women had forgotten Jesus’
promise to the disciples that He would
die and rise from the dead. Jesus’ resurrection is also the sure
foundation of hope for us in the present crisis. He turns our confusion and fear into joy and wonder!
We can trust Jesus’ plan for the future of our world and lives, despite the fact that things can’t return to the way they were: “There
needs to be a resurrection of our common life, a new normal,
something that links to the old, but is different and more beautiful.
We must dream it, build it, make it, grasp it, because it is the gift
of God and the call of God.” (Justin Welby).
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The Upper Room by Megan Carter
They meet together in the upper room
Gathering together in one accord,
He fetches a towel and washes their feet
And Judas slips out to betray His Lord.
The bread and wine are there on the table,
He takes up the bread and breaks it in two,
The cup is passed round, each drinking from it,
‘These symbols,’ He says, ‘are given for you’.
‘This bread is my body I freely give
This cup is my blood which soon will be shed’,
They eat and they drink not really knowing
Or understanding of what lies ahead.
A new covenant that night has been made
Where God Himself gives His life for us all,
The Life divine in exchange is given
To free mankind from the curse of the fall.
Two thousand years on we come to partake
Of His life poured out to cover our sin
We eat and we drink the bread and the wine
With thankful hearts in remembrance of Him.
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The Ven John Barton reflects on God’s mercy and judgement.

The coming Judgement Day
As the Nicene Creed puts it, “He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.” This
phrase echoes numerous passages in the Bible. Here’s one: “I saw
the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books
were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life.
The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books.” We get one go at this.
In the British legal system, there is an unusual provision for the
Court itself to appoint a Counsel to represent a defendant who
doesn’t have one and is facing serious charges.
Something like that is implied in some of the biblical descriptions of
Christ’s intervention on behalf of humanity: Jesus Himself is described as our Advocate: “But if anybody does sin, we have an advocate with the Father - Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.”
The late Lord Hailsham, a distinguished lawyer who became Lord
Chancellor, was asked how he would face God when he died. “I will
throw myself on the mercy of the Court,” he said.
On Good Friday, the most sacred day of the year, when God’s justice and mercy are intertwined, I take heart for myself and the
whole human race by meditating on this text: “There is one God
and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom for all people”. [1 Timothy 2]
On Easter Day when (normally) church bells ring out to celebrate
the Resurrection of Jesus Christ from death, we do not forget the
immense cost of God’s perseverance with us, for Christ’s body continues to bear the scars of Crucifixion. Nor is this the end of the
matter.

A True story
Several years ago, a notice appeared on the vestry noticeboard of a
church in Hampshire, after a Holy Week performance
of Stainer’s ‘Crucifixion’.
The choirmaster wrote “The Crucifixion – well done, everyone!’
Later that day, someone had added, ‘The Resurrection – well done, God!’
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David Pickup, a solicitor, considers the legal details of Jesus’ arrest and
trials—a very brief introduction to a complex subject.

Was the trial of Jesus legal?
We have high expectations of the legal system. In criminal cases
we want criminals punished and innocent people protected. I have
been involved in many court hearings and all clients want a just
result. Some disagree with the decisions, but few actually question
the basic fairness of the legal system.
As a lawyer, I have thought about the legal trial Jesus faced. I find
the biblical accounts of what happened on Good Friday challenging
to read, not because the gospels differ a lot, because they are remarkably consistent; not only because the subject matter is harrowing. They are difficult because the subject matter is complicated.
The legal system was very different to ours. For a start, Jesus was
in the centre of three different legal jurisdictions: the Jewish legal
system with its council, the law of the occupying Romans and also
that of King Herod, who ruled Galilee, where Jesus came from.
There was not one trial, but several. One writer has counted six.
There were at least two hearings before the Temple council, two
procedures with Pontius Pilate and a hearing of sort with King Herod. These were interspersed with beatings and abuse.
Jesus faced two separate sets of legal accusations: one for blasphemy before the religious council and one of rebellion before Pilate. The Romans would not have been interested in the Jewish religion, but sedition meant trouble.
Very few of the participants come out of the story well. Many of
them could have stopped at the different states, but they did not.
The whole procedure was a setup, the illegal murder of an innocent man.
So, what was illegal about it? Here are some points:
There was an unholy and unfair rush to accuse, convict and kill Jesus before Passover.
The judges had conspired to arrest and charge Jesus, the procedure was muddled, and they tried to fit the charge to suit the evidence. The judges were prejudiced and determined to kill Jesus. It
is not the judge’s role to find witnesses, but to be impartial.
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It was illegal to try capital cases at night. By doing so the Sanhedrin broke the law. When a person's life was at stake, the trial could
only be held during the day and they should have delayed judgment until the next day. It was illegal to try someone on the day
before the Sabbath or before some holy day.
Jesus was forced to incriminate Himself, which was not allowed
and not acceptable evidence. Jesus had no-one to support Him or
given time to defend Himself.
The trial should not have taken place in anyone’s home.
The whole thing was a travesty of justice. Jesus was illegally murdered.

A Prayer before the Cross
(Thoughts on the Passion of Christ)
Dear Lord, my sin is mine and mine alone:
That folly of my humanness which I must own
As having moved against the best-self
You, Lord, worked within my heart,
‘til now my worst-self forms the greater part
Of what I see, and you must judge.
My Lord, it is no more than I deserve
For I indeed do let old Adam hide
Within the New Man you would forge.
So, Lord, my sin, in each and every part
Betrays that loyalty displayed upon the cross
Before which I, in penitence, now plead.
Dear Lord, forgive my fall from grace
And as I look into your eyes
Restore to me the robe of love you gave
That I may walk, full face, along your way
Towards our Father’s house
Wherein a joyful welcoming will say ‘My child, now you are home at last.’
By Sam Doubtfire
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With Holy Week and Easter in mind….
The following quote forms the entire text of a miniature book,
which was hand-set and printed in 1963 by a Doris V Welsh,
a former staff member of the Newberry Library in Chicago.
No information about the book can be found in the essays and
sermons of a James Allan Francis, to whom it is often attributed.
As an anonymous work, “One Solitary Life” was published in The
Irish Echo, 27thDecember1969; in the Congressional
Record, 23rdDecember 1969, vol. 115; and on a variety of
Christmas greeting cards in the 1970s and 1980s.

One Solitary Life
Here is a man who was born in an obscure village, the child of a
peasant woman. He grew up in another obscure village, where He
worked in a carpenter shop until He was 30, and then for three
years He was an itinerant preacher.
He never wrote a book. He never held an office. He never owned a
home. He never had a family. He never went to college. He never
put His foot inside a big city. He never travelled two hundred miles
from the place where He was born. He never did one of the things
that usually accompany greatness. He had no credentials but Himself. He had nothing to do with this world except the power of His
divine manhood.
While still a young man, the tide of public opinion turned against
Him. His friends ran away. One of them denied Him. He was turned
over to His enemies. He went through the mockery of a trial. He
was nailed to a cross between two thieves. His executioners gambled for the only piece of property He had on earth while He was
dying—and that was his coat.
When He was dead, He was taken down and laid in a borrowed
grave through the pity of a friend. 19 wide centuries have come
and gone and today He is the centre-piece of the human race …
All the armies that ever marched, and all the navies that ever were
built, and all the parliaments that ever sat, all the kings that ever
reigned, put together have not affected the life of man upon this
earth as powerfully as has that One Solitary Life.
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The Revd Dr Jo White continues her Reflected Faith series with what it
can really mean to ‘wait.’

Reflected Faith: with all your soul, strength and mind
This month I’m thinking about what we are all ‘doing’ in times of
‘waiting’. It’s very easy to just sit quietly and let the time pass by or just
fill it in. Not exactly wasting time, but not using it for any useful purpose
either.
But as Christians we live in expectation all the time, don’t we? We live in
the hope and promise of Christ’s return – even though we don’t know the
‘when’ or the ‘where’.
Of course, there’s waiting and there’s waiting. I won’t say I’m the most
patient person I know! If the internet goes down or something mechanical takes a few seconds too long to process, you can often hear me chuntering. But there are other times when the waiting itself is precious. I’m
thinking this month of when we receive the bread and wine at the distribution of Holy Communion.
Perhaps you have avoided church since the original lockdown in March, or
been going but not receiving communion, or indeed you have been participating with an online service with your own equivalents at
home.Whichever it is for you, cast your mind back to when you were last
in that position – or indeed look forward to when we are all able to gather
together again and we ‘queue’ to approach the altar.
Actually, we don’t ‘queue’. We ‘process’ to the altar. We join the procession – a line of like-minded people with a similar intention to receive
Christ.A time of physical movement and spiritual anticipation for holding
those elements of Christ Himself: God being placed into our hands. How
amazing is that!
This month: What do you think about when you are
processing and waiting for Holy Communion?
Are you conscious of those around you or immersed in
the moment?
Do you pray quietly to yourself, join in with the singing
or let your mind focus on the moment?

QUOTE:
The stone at the tomb of Jesus was a pebble to the Rock of Ages
inside. - Fred Beck
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John Barton considers the Government’s policy on Covid-19.

Covid-19: should we have sacrificed the economy, or us?
Suppose the Government had chosen an entirely different policy for
dealing with coronavirus. Instead of building temporary hospitals and
instructing us to wash our hands, observe social distancing, and then
locking us down, they had let the pandemic run its course? Hundreds
of thousands of people would have died: mainly those who were old,
as well as some younger people with pre-existent health deficiencies.
As these potential casualties were already costing the National Health
Service much more per head than anyone else, their (slightly) premature deaths would have saved the Exchequer billions and freed up resources to improve the health and standard of living for the rest of
the more vigorous population. Only the fittest would have survived. Isn’t that the law of nature?
Instead, the policy was deliberately to sacrifice the economy. At all
costs, human beings were to be saved, whatever their longer-term
prospects. Consequently, many businesses have gone under, unemployment has shot up and may get worse when the dust clears. Family relationships have been curbed, children may have lost a year’s
schooling, and leisure, hospitality and travel have been hampered.
Why? Why choose this policy and not that?
The answer is a religious one. Perhaps without realising why, policymakers chose to act as though each human being has a value which
can’t be measured by their state of health or wealth or status. That’s
not what ‘nature’ intends. It’s what the Christian faith demands. Everyone, everyone without exception, is unique and marked
with God’s image. Everyone has the potential for adoption as a child
of God. Christ died for each one. You can’t put a price on that.
Some countries have this faith ingrained in their national character. Some do not. In some, life is cheap, disposable and valued only
by its usefulness for production or warfare. The fittest survive. Even
then some are sacrificed as warriors, like suicide bombers paying the
price of an ideology.
Christianity doesn’t happen by accident. It is the outcome of missionary activity and the conversion of one-time unbelievers. They then
saw other people in a new light: equally worth saving, whatever the
cost.
Dreadful as it is, Covid-19 will eventually be controlled. In its wake
will be a history of survival, not of the fittest, but of the God-given
value of every human being.
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Looking at CHURCH
The Ven John Barton considers a beloved, national institution….

100 years of the PCC
It’s a hundred years since parish churches gained the power to run
their own affairs, separately from what we now regard as local
government.
The religious affairs of a parish, as well as its secular business had
been controlled by a single committee, which met in the church
and was known as the ‘Vestry’. Then, in 1894, Parish Councils
were formed to deal with secular matters; the Vestry continued to
oversee church affairs until 1921, when Parochial Church Councils
(PCC) were established. People still get confused by the two.
Churchwardens have been around since the 13th Century and legally ‘own’ the movable contents of the church. They are meant to
maintain order in the church and churchyard, with the assistance
of their staves, if necessary. In the event of serious disorder today, a mobile phone might be a safer instrument, with staves reserved for ceremonial occasions! Churchwardens are now chosen
by parishioners, though the Incumbent (ie Vicar or Rector) has a
limited right of veto.
Today, anyone on the Electoral Roll of the church (sorry, this is
another confusion, for the secular Electoral Roll is entirely separate) can attend the Annual Parochial Church Meeting, which
elects the PCC. The Incumbent is an ex officio member, as are
other licensed clergy and Churchwardens, members of the Deanery Synod, plus any member of the Diocesan Synod and General
Synod who lives in the parish or is on the Roll. The Incumbent
chairs the PCC, which elects a Vice-Chair and appoints a Standing
Committee to transact business between meetings.
The purpose of a PCC, which must meet at least four times a year,
is to consult together with the Incumbent “on matters of general
concern and importance to the parish”, and that includes the
“whole mission of the Church”. Did you know that changes to the
forms of service, or the vesture or the minister, can only happen
after consultation?
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Inevitably, money and building maintenance take up a lot of room
on the Agenda, though we all know they are less important than
mission. It’s a real challenge for every PCC member to pray for
non-churchgoing parishioners and to find imaginative ways of introducing them to Christ and His Church.
If you’ve got this far and are a member of your PCC - congratulations - you are a hundred years old this year!

Coronavirus reopening roadmap: comment from the
Bishop of London
The Bishop of London, Sarah Mullally, who chairs the Church of
England’s Coronavirus Recovery Group, has recently responded
to the Prime Minister’s roadmap for reopening the country, saying
that “we will refine our own advice for local churches in the
weeks ahead.
“When the first lockdown was introduced last year, we were – as
we are now – in the midst of Lent, a time of preparation and self
-reflection for Christians as we look forward with hope to Easter.
“This has been an incredibly testing time for the whole world.
But we have also seen remarkable signs of hope. The rapid development and distribution of vaccines has been a phenomenal
achievement and the way in which people have reached out to
others has been inspirational.
"Our churches have loved and served their neighbours perhaps
like never before and found ways to meet and worship God together we would not have imagined just a year ago.
“As we look ahead to the prospect of easing of restrictions, we
know it is still a long road. Yet Easter reminds us we always have
hope.”
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St George’s Day
The film How to Train your Dragon is
set in a Viking village under attack by
dragons, who steal livestock and burn
down houses. Hiccup, the village
Chief’s son, invents a machine to
capture them. However, when he
catches the most dangerous one,
Night Fury, he cannot kill it. This is
because when he looks into the dragon’s eyes, he sees that he is just as
frightened as himself. Through their friendship, the people and dragons
eventually come to live in harmony.
It’s appropriate to think about dragons this
month, when we remember St. George,
England’s patron saint, famed for slaying a
dragon. Whether he actually killed a dragon is
open to question! We do know that the original
George was a Roman soldier at the time of
Emperor Diocletian. He refused to renounce his
faith, as commanded by the Emperor, resulting
in his death on 23 April 303 AD.
So, we have here St George who slayed a dragon, while Hiccup refused
to kill one. They seem like opposites: one a brave soldier and the other a
weak boy! However, both acted according to their conscience, going
against what people expected and not worrying about the cost to themselves. St George was martyred for standing up for his faith in Jesus,
while Hiccup risked rejection by his father and village because of his compassion.
Today, we are still called to stand for Christ against wrongs and injustice
in a daily life, despite the personal cost. We need to look into the eyes of
apparent enemies and meet their hostility with love and compassion. And
for all of us the most important place where we need to slay evil is in our
own hearts. Don’t forget that we have the power of the Resurrection at
our disposal!

QUOTE:
The best prayers have often more groans than words.
- John Bunyan
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April, the time of year when hope springs anew; when the buds on
the trees are preparing to burst open and amaze us with their
blossoms.
I was driving into town the other day – an essential journey, I assure you – when I suddenly noticed a wonderful green haze in the
distance and I realised that the trees are beginning to show the
wonderful shade of green that heralds spring. Some people prefer
the reds and golds of autumn, but, for me, the green of spring
awakens hopes and dreams for the future.
After so many months of worry; dark forebodings of illness; hopes
and fears associated with vaccination or possible infection; possibly
thoughts that we will not survive to enjoy a future; the signs of
spring coupled with the somewhat improving situation, fill me full
of hope for a return to the days of normality, whatever that means
to each one of us.
“When can we come to Little Dragons?” is something I am regularly asked, usually via technology. “Who can tell?” is my response.
“Before too long!” is my hope.
Hope is a big word! According to the Cambridge English Dictionary
it means: to want something to happen or to be true, and usually
have a good reason to think that it might.
So, here’s hoping – that we can all return to our favourite pursuits
and past-times; that we will soon all be able to meet up with those
who are dear to us – and even to those who aren’t.
I hope we may soon reach the time when George, Uncle Sam and
Idris spend a little time on the washing line, in preparation for,
once again, living life to the full.
Best wishes, Val
And best wishes from we three
still sleeping (most of the time),
George, Uncle Sam & Idris.
18
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Easter Story Biscuits for young children
Prep. Time: 20 minutes
Ingredients:

Total Time: 1 day
110 grams of pecan nuts
5 grams vinegar
3 egg whites
1 pinch salt
200 grams sugar
large plastic bag
wooden spoon
tape
Bible

Instructions:
Preheat oven to 150C
Place pecans in the plastic bag and let the children beat them
with the wooden spoon to break into small pieces. Explain that
after Jesus was arrested, He was beaten by the Roman soldiers.
Read John 19:1-3.
Let each child smell the vinegar. Put vinegar into mixing bowl.
Explain that when Jesus was thirsty on the cross He was given vinegar to drink. Read John 19:28-30.
Add egg whites to vinegar. Eggs represent life. Explain that Jesus gave His life to give us life. Read John 10:10-11.
Sprinkle a little salt into each child's hand. Let them taste it
and brush the rest into the bowl. Explain that this represents
the salty tears shed by Jesus' followers, and the bitterness of
our own sin. Read Luke 23:27.
So far the ingredients are not very appetising...
Add sugar. Explain that the sweetest part of the story is that
Jesus died because He loves us. He wants us to know and belong to
Him. Read Ps. 34:8 and John 3:16.
Beat with a mixer on high speed until stiff peaks are formed.
Explain that the colour white represents the purity in God's eyes
of those whose sins have been cleansed by Jesus. Read Isaiah 1:18
and John 3:1-3.
Fold in broken nuts. Drop by teaspoons onto non-stick baking
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parchment-covered baking sheet. Explain that each mound represents the rocky tomb where Jesus' body was laid. Read Matthew
27:57-60.
Put the baking sheet in the oven, close the door and turn the
oven OFF. Give each child a piece of tape and seal the oven door.
Explain that Jesus' tomb was sealed. Read Matthew 27:65-66.
GO TO BED! Explain that they may feel sad to leave them in the
oven overnight. Jesus' followers felt despair when the tomb was
sealed. Read John 16:20 and 22.
On Easter morning, open the oven and give everyone a cookie.
Notice the cracked surface and take a bite. The cookies are
hollow! On the first Easter Jesus' followers were amazed to find
the tomb open and empty. Read Matthew 28:1-9.

Looking at Your COMMUNITY
Walking and talking

by the Revd Tony Horsfall

During the pandemic, I have enjoyed walking. In many ways, getting out daily for a good walk has not only helped me physically,
but also bolstered my mental well-being. Often, I have arranged to
walk with a friend, and we have enjoyed good conversation and
fellowship.
Today I was walking alone, and I noticed it seemed further and to
take longer. When you are walking and talking, you hardly notice
the distance or the time. I am not usually able to think much when
I am walking alone, but today the reminder came into my head of
a saying: ‘If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go far,
go together.'
It made me thankful for all the friends who have encouraged me
this year and helped me to keep going. We can walk alone, and
sometimes that's a good thing; but it is easier to be able to walk
through life with others.
Who has walked with you this year? Do they know that you appreciate their companionship on the journey?
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St. George’s PARISH VISITORS
Would you, or someone you know, appreciate some help or a
phone call? Maybe you’re feeling lonely, isolated, in need of
support and friendship?
We may not be able to visit you at this time, but
St. George’s Church has a team of friendly people
w who would love to phone you if we can help, we will!
Call in confidence:
Phone Marion Elliott 01743 792256

St. GeorGe’S Prayer Chain

is a small group of people who
believe that prayer can make a difference. Each person within the
group offers daily prayer for anyone who asks for prayer.
If you yourself or someone you know needs special prayer for any
reason, please contact Mary Worrall 01743 791069.
All information given is given in confidence.
A name is enough if that is all you wish to give.

UNICEF Twin my Vaccine
Since the start of the coronavirus pandemic, UNICEF has been
working closely with governments and the World Health Organization (WHO) to limit the spread of the virus and reduce the impact
on children and families, especially in countries with weaker health
systems. Covid-19 is the biggest global crisis since World War 2,
and children won’t be safe until everyone they rely on is safe.
We here are so fortunate to have started to receive our free vaccines; UNICEF is asking us to consider a donation to this cause —
to donate the money we might have paid for our vaccine so that
someone in one of the poorer countries can also get a free vaccination—helping to deliver 2 billion Covid-19 vaccines for health
workers and the most high risk people on our planet.
To read more, and if you could consider making a donation
visit https://www.unicef.org.uk/donate/coronavirus/
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Do you shop online?
Raise donations for St. George’s Church Pontesbury
whenever you shop online.

Register with easyfundraising.org.uk and turn your everyday
online shopping into free donations for our church.

easyfundraising is the UK’s biggest charity shopping fundraising site.
We may not make millions, but every little helps, and the more people
who join in the more we will make.
It's simple to use and it's free, it will not cost you anything!

Hello Boxholders!
What a strange year it has been, preventing me from collecting
your Children’s Society donation boxes last September as I usually
do. But I was able to collect ten boxes in this last week, and if anyone else wishes me to collect theirs I would be very happy to do
so. Please do not feel pressurised, as times have been difficult with
the limited distribution of monetary small change.
Like all charities the Society is suffering from lack of funds, and
any help would be appreciated. Perhaps you might consider donating via the charity’s website https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/
I plan to have a coffee morning fund-raiser as soon as lockdown
conditions allow, and in the meantime, anyone requiring a box
please contact me.
Thank you all for your support.
Irene (790145)
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THE DIOCESE OF HEREFORD

April 2021

Watch and listen on YouTube to the
various videos produced for our diocese.

From Richard, Bishop of Hereford
I’ve lost count of the number of times people have said to me,
“everything happens for a reason.” It is normally in response to a
personal tragedy or unexplained event. I often wonder what evidence lies behind that assertion. The desire to see meaning in the
apparent chaos of the world seems entrenched. Of course, It
could be an evolutionary artefact, like seeing patterns in the
clouds, leftover from a need to make sense of the world so our ancestors didn’t get eaten by sabre-tooth tigers! Faith in that sense
would be believing something in spite of the evidence, or despite
evidence to the contrary.
Christians use the word faith very differently. In the New Testament, it’s not seen as an abstract quality, where someone might
have 15 units of it, another 30 or another 5. It’s always faith in
something, much more akin to trust than a set of intellectual convictions. For the first disciples, it was staking their lives, both now
and in eternity, on something they passionately believed to be
true. The root of their (and our) conviction is that Jesus rose from
the dead. They witnessed it with their own eyes. We continue to
believe the evidence for this historical event is compelling and
have experienced the life changing reality of encountering Jesus.
To speak of the resurrection as a metaphor or in spiritual terms
like ‘he rose in their hearts’ would have made no sense whatever
to the disciples. The reality was difficult to comprehend, but they
couldn’t deny the evidence of their own eyes and fingers as they
reached out to touch him.
The resurrection was the final evidence they needed that the
claims Jesus made during his earthly life were true. This was
more than just a man, but in a real sense, God squeezed into human form. St. Paul put it very starkly, “If Christ has not been
raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. More than
that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God!”
How very joyous then, that He has!! Christ is risen: He is risen indeed, Alleluia.
+Richard
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Deanery of Pontesbury

DEANERY NEWS
Rural Dean: The Revd Bill Rowell
telephone: 01938 552064 • email: wkrowell@btinternet.com

Thought for the Month from Rev Greg Forster
Thoughts for April ~ and Eastertide.
One of my favourite church chants is the ‘Easter Anthems’ ~
verses from St. Paul which sum up the Christian hope focusing on
our Lord’s death and resurrection. You can find them in an old
Prayer Book with the collects and readings for Easter.
Paul affirms the truth of Christ’s resurrection and assures us
that it was not a one-off for him alone. No, he was a pioneer for
all who trust him ~ that’s what Paul means by the ‘first fruits of
those who sleep.’ (I Cor. 15 v20-22) He, a human being, came
through death onto the other side, and that victory gives a promise for all who trust him. We are perhaps more conscious at present of our mortality ~ ‘as in Adam, our human nature, all die,’
even though we do not think much about it normally. The reassurance of Easter is that death is not the last word, not the end of
our story. ‘Even so in Christ shall all be made alive.’ Caught up
with him through our faith we can look towards richer existence
beyond physical death, whenever and however that comes.
But Easter is not just about a promise of life beyond death. It
is about a new quality of life before death. Paul’s picture is like a
hostage situation; we were held captive, forced to go along with
our captors’ ways of doing things. The captors? Our own tendency to break relationships, hurt each other and act selfishly ~ sin, in
other words ~ while our mortality ensnares us too, limiting our
possibilities. But for Paul, Christ’s resurrection broke the power of
the hostage-takers, liberating their prisoners ~ ourselves. Just as
Christ came out on the other side, so he brings those who love him
out with him too, so that ‘sin no longer holds us hostage.’ We are
as good as dead to it. It has lost its power (Romans 6 v9-11).
Paul invites us to use this new freedom to live in a good relationship with God, and with each other. Easter puts a new slant on
life. A new energy has been released, we have the freedom and
motive to live right.
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Christ died at Passover, and Paul uses Passover pictures to
show us how to celebrate it. It’s not just having a party or clearing out stale food. Jews clear leavened bread from their homes,
and for the festival use a special kind, like a water biscuit. Leaven
came to stand for what was wrong in people’s lives, and Paul suggests that Christians celebrate the resurrection, Christ’s and our
own, not just through worship and prayer, but by clearing out old,
bad habits from our lives ~ he labels them as malice and mischief
(I Corinthians 5 v7,8), but it could be anything that breaks right
relationships with those around us ~ resentment, perhaps, or unforgiveness. No, we celebrate by living honest, supportive and
helpful lives with ‘sincerity and truth.’
So what might that mean now, and beyond Covid-19? Over
to you! But it may be what you are doing already, … going out of
our way to keep in touch with church members and other neighbours, offering practical help where we can, with care, sympathy
and understanding, noticing and greeting people whom we meet,
even if we are now not supposed to stop and chat. But that quality of Christian love is not just for Easter, or Covid-19, but for all
life. ‘So, let us celebrate the festival!’

Deanery Study Night Course
Discipleship Explored
A course for anyone wanting to go deeper
in faith with Christ and each other.
Our next Deanery Study Night Course is starting on 13th April
with the Zoom doors opening at 7.00 for a chat and
the course beginning at 7.30, ending at 9.00.
The course is for 8 weeks and has the usual Video, and Breakout
room discussions. There is a handbook that is needed for the
course which costs £2.69 and can be found at
https://www.thegoodbook.co.uk/discipleship-explored-handbook-1
If you would like to join us, or for more information, please email
Mark Hackney at mark.hackney@hereford.anglican.org
or phone on 07593817684
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A Deanery Well-being Course

At the moment well-being is one of the most talked about topics
anywhere. The Deanery would like to invite you to join in a new
Well-being course by the Hope Together organisation called

God’s plan for your Well-being
The course is 8 weekly sessions taking us on a 50 day journey of
well-being starting on Friday 16th April on Zoom. We will begin at
12.00 with lunch together with the course starting at approximately 12.20 finishing at 1.30. You can find more information by
calling Mark Hackney on 07593817684 or looking at
https://hopetogether.org.uk/Groups/350558/
The_Wellbeing_Journey.aspx
To book onto the course please email Mark Hackney on
mark.hackney@hereford.anglican.org
There is a handbook which normally costs £8.99 but we can get
them for £5.00 if we buy 20+.
If you need help with buying the books please let us know.
Nigel Beeton writes: ‘I’m sure for many people isolated at home the time
since Christmas has hung heavy. It can be challenging to make the most
out of every day, and it is perhaps always a worthwhile exercise to consider our priorities:

Can it be Easter Already?
Can it be Easter already?
Can that be really so?
The carols and the Christmas tree
Don’t seem that long ago!
Can it be Easter already?
Do April showers splash?
The weeks gone by since Christmas day
Have gone in just a flash!
Can it be Easter already?
The time of Lent has passed
The forty days and forty nights
Went by so very fast.
If it is Easter already,
That time has sped away.
Perhaps it’s time to ponder, pause
And savour every day!
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Your Puzzle for this month …
These words all feature in the Bible Bite on the previous page.
Can you find them all in the Wordsearch grid below?
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Our COMMUNITY in LOCKDOWN
A Day in my life under Lockdown.
How have you been spending your time at home? Has every day
been the same? Has there been a day which stood out from the
rest? Have you taken the opportunity to learn something new?
Have you found time to tackle that job you kept putting off?
Have you been waiting for time to pass and for life to feel more
relaxed again? Writing in March, some of our friends from church
have shared their lockdown days with us …

A Day in our Life Under Lockdown: Martyn and June Cribb
A key way for us to retain our sanity has been to walk! Trained as geography teachers we share a love of walking. Fortunately in our county and indeed locally we are able to share the joy of walking together in this fantastic
environment. We walk locally and our walking week is well defined with two
long walks – 8-12 miles – and a venture up Earls Hill. One of our longer
walks is on a Saturday after Sainsbury’s has delivered our weekly order.
On a snowy Saturday at the end of February the snow conditions and strong
wind heralded a bleak day. We loaded our rucksacks with food including
mince pies and hot drinks, plus extra layers of clothing and other essentials.
Pontesbury Hill was windy and walking on and up to Blakemore Cottages
even windier—a rest in shelter at Blakemore Cottages was welcome. Our
plan was to walk on to Shepherd’s Rock on the Stiperstones, and then down
to Gatten Lodge and back via Brook Vessons Farm.
The wind on Stiperstones was into our faces and the temperature in that
wind was well below -10C. We got distracted on the way back and had an
interesting diversion in the snow. The map came to hand and guided us to a
proper route.
Glad to be off Stiperstones it remained cold and snowy but
less windy and we wended our way home across frozen mud
and snow. We were tight on time as we had ordered a take
away meal from the Nag’s Head which was truly delicious
and tasty after a long day.
A bleak and wearying day enjoying the wonderful countryside and glorying
in the wonder of the weather.
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One day in Lockdown for a key worker
with Eddie Stobart: Mike France
I leave Little Plealey at 5am, arriving at Stoke at 6.
I load my gear into the wagon and food into the
fridge. In goes my driver ‘digi record card’ and I
hitch up a trailer for our base at Lutterworth. All
checks completed I’m off down the A50 to the M1.
Arrive at 8.10, swap trailers to take a load to a distribution warehouse at
Goole. At 14.20 I’m at Rawtenstall, Lancs with yet another trailer, taking an
hour to assist unloading. I take my second legally required break 15.40 at
Birch Services on the M62.
Here I read choir communications. Sadly there will be no singing this Sunday
in our first service back together in church since the Carol service three
months ago. But of course, our first with new vicar Greg!
I drive out to find that the eastbound to Goole is fine but the opposite carriageway is on stop for 7 miles due to loose sheep on their side!
Swap trailers in our Goole base and park-up to tuck into my fridge food.
Smoked mackerel, potato salad, coleslaw, broccoli, peas and beetroot. Fruit
and yoghurt. Phone and WhatsApp communications followed by prayer and
sleep.
At 3.20am the alarm wakes me. I go down to Doncaster and at 5.20 leave
for Amazon distribution centre in Livingstone, Scotland with breakfast at our
Carlisle truck stop in mind! 24 hours since I left home.
Loads this time have included soft drinks, 26 tons of compost in bags, and
various for Amazon. I meet a lot of nice people. Sometimes a short chat but
the masks at some venues seem to deter conversation for some!

A Day in Lockdown - Wednesday 10th March: Keith Wigley
Normally when faced with unwelcome tasks I indulge in lots of displacement
activity. Now it’s harder to digress, no excuses, too much extra time on our
hands,
Two years ago we were persuaded to switch from our traditional energy supplier to a newly emerging provider. We went ahead, saving a three figure
sum annually. Enough to make us re-think parish giving contributions
Now we needed to renew our supply contract again. In recent days, our current provider had bombarded us with 20 double sided A4 data sheets, telling
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us how great life would be if we didn’t switch again. I
could have taken all day studying the aforementioned.
Instead, for the first time, I entered the wonderful
world of price comparison websites. – The first one
was useless, even suggesting I should input a new
post code; I don’t want to move house! The second
was so inquisitive I expected them to ask for my inside
leg measurement. The third was no better.
The fourth was great. In ten minutes, an acceptable 1 year fixed price contract, saving £77 was offered, It also protects against the announced
1st April 10% increases.
A productive exercise, mind you, it did take all day!

A Day at Home in Lockdown: Sadie Preece
It's difficult to write about a day in lockdown, because so many are the
same. But yesterday was a little different, starting at 6.30 in the morning.
Two weeks ago I lost Hilda my little dog, for weeks before that I had been
up in the night with her, and usually ended up sleeping on the couch with
her. So yesterday was the first day I had a good night's sleep.
I came downstairs made a cup of tea, picked up my tablet and put on the
Dean of Canterbury, with his morning prayer, I am one day behind its kept
me going through lockdown. I first encountered the Dean when his cat Tiger
sat drinking the milk out of the jug with his paw, and the Dean just carried
on with his reading, it went viral. Tiger has since had his right leg amputated
because of cancer, but is making a good recovery. Saturday is my favourite
day with morning prayer because weather permitting the Dean sits with the
pigs, Clemmie mummy pig had babies and being a farmer's daughter it
brought back lots of happy memories.
Next part of the day my stepdaughter rang to say I could watch a friend of
ours funeral on Facebook, the funeral was at 11.30. George was a good
Christian man, and served in his Church as a choir member, treasurer and
warden, so to watch the his funeral in the Church I once attended was a
blessing. All I have to do is hit the right buttons, easier said than done. I did
wash up in the interum housework is not my favourite occupation.
At 11.20 I put Facebook on which I managed first time, it's amazing that I
could be a George's funeral while sitting on the couch, it was a long service
with communion, the most moving part was when a minister friend of
George's shuffled up to talk about him and his life in the Church. The collection was for the Salvation Army and his coffin went out to a Salvation Army
tune. Well done George you good and faithful servant.
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Now what shall I do, eat lunch and not watch the news, and after lunch I
decluttered the desk, why have I got 6 rolls of cellotape, and Christmas
cards with no envelopes. Do hope there aren't any shops in heaven and I
never have to lift a duster.
I just have time to ring Pauline a Christian friend on Anglesey, we started Open the book together it was so much
fun and I am glad to say there is still a team ready to go
back into schools. At the moment their Church is without
a vicar so I promised to pray. Do hope I remember. We
mentioned the prayer cells when two or three meet up on
a regular basis to pray. I really miss that because you could talk and pray in
your cell, knowing it was confidential and afterwards we chatted over a cup
of coffee. That's what I miss the most is that prayer time.
I ended my day doing the tea for Stuart and myself and thanking God for all
he provides especially Greg and Fran, and not forgetting Daisy.

A Lockdown outing: Margaret Marsden
Whoopee.......an outing! Today is our once-insix-weeks visit to Sainsbury’s. We now mostly
shop locally. So grateful in the first lockdown
that we had such well stocked shops in the
village, we feel we must support them.
Between i-player on the laptop - catching up
with Radio 4 and television - and the many
puzzles in the paper, I am keeping an eye on
the garden to scare away jackdaws who have discovered access to our
ground feeder for the small birds.
Looking at the Spring flowers and the emerging shoots of perennials keeps
me hopeful and smiling.
Seeing friends not too far away now?

What shall we do today? : Roy Bower
A rhetorical question really. Every day is the same:
get up, be enthusiastically greeted by a great bundle of golden fur
(Bess, the golden retriever), collect the newspaper from the Coop,
have breakfast, decide on the evening’s dinner menu, wash up, re-lay
the wood-burner, hoover the carpet, do the crossword, walk the afore
-mentioned bundle of fur, nibble a light lunch, read a book, have a
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snooze, prepare dinner, watch ‘Pointless’ , eat dinner, read again,
watch TV, maybe listen to a music CD, go to bed … get up, repeat …!
Welcome variation arrives in the form of the occasional Zoom meeting and
FaceTime or phone call. Twelve months ago I had only heard the word
‘Zoom’ in a bubble emerging from the head of Desperate Dan in the Dandy
comic (or was it the Beano?). And those occasional meetings to chat with
others (socially distanced, of course) whist on a dog walk are a most welcome highlight!
Nevertheless, we feel so fortunate to live in such a beautiful part of the country with a comfortable home and garden ... Things could be worse.

A Day in Lockdown!’ : Val Butterworth
Rise: 7:00am – porridge, blueberries, tea.

Check TV News

Intention - no meetings/appointments –ample time to sort out
kitchen cupboards, clean windows – Domestos at the ready.
Actuality:
Check emails: Personal and Church stuff – respond!
Try to fix grand-daughter’s mini sewing machine. Hopeless,
so use own machine to construct 27 scrunchies for her
sales drive. Snack lunch, grab 45 minutes to watch Classic
Holby City. Wave vacuum cleaner in sewing area.
Laptop – work out timescale for APCM, prepare letter for leaders of activities, requesting info for APCM Report.
Drive to town with scrunchies.
Prepare meal. Catch up with Pointless & News.
That gets me to around 6:00pm. In the evening I always make time to read
or watch some TV.
*****
Many people complain of boredom during lockdown. Not a word in my vocabulary or experience! Although life is currently very different and there are
things I miss very much – meeting with family and friends, chatting over a
cup of coffee, daytime activities, going to the hairdressers, enjoying a visit to
the theatre!
I look forward to the time when we will be able to be out and about, but I
am also glad to be here and to, at least, have the capacity and the means to
keep in contact with the world. Many people disdain social media, but, used
properly, I’ve found it to be a lifesaver, a means of keeping in contact with
those near and far.
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God in the Arts
The Rev Michael Burgess looks at ‘The Supper at Emmaus’ by Caravaggio. This now hangs in the National Gallery.

Come, risen Lord, and deign to be our guest

I like the story (on page 9) of the vestry noticeboard of a church in
Hampshire: after a Holy Week performance of Stainer’s ‘Crucifixion’, the
choirmaster wrote:‘ “The Crucifixion” – well done, everyone!’ Later that
day, someone had added, ‘The Resurrection – well done, God!’
For the two disciples treading the road to Emmaus, there was no such
sense of victory and celebration. Their minds and hearts were numb with
the sense of loss and failure. They had seen their Lord tried and crucified. As Luke recounts that walk in his Gospel, he shows how it began
with absence and loss, but journeyed to presence. It was a road that
took the disciples from blindness and despair to sight and insight. They
talked over past events with the stranger who joined them, and Luke uses ten different Greek words to describe that conversation – all stages in
their understanding. And when they share a meal with the stranger, who
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becomes the host, taking the bread and giving thanks, then the understanding becomes vision and insight.
That meal is the theme of Caravaggio’s painting of 1601, ‘The Supper at
Emmaus.’ Caravaggio had a reputation for being a violent, irrational artist, given to bouts of anger and forced to spend part of his life in exile in
Naples and Sicily. His paintings as well as his lifestyle shocked and provoked comment. This portrayal of Jesus with a plump, youthful face and
his depiction of the apostles as ordinary labourers upset the church authorities. But by giving Jesus a beardless face, Caravaggio was trying to
show Him in the new likeness of Resurrection – an Easter image of our
Lord. The light from that Easter Jesus fills the scene as the two disciples
look on, astonished and finally understanding.
When we read the Gospel, we are drawn into the scene. For Caravaggio
the movement is the other way: the scene reaches out to us from the
canvas. Look at the outstretched hand of Jesus, the elbow of one disciple
and the left hand of the other: they are being projected into our world.
And that basket of fruit, full of apples and figs and grapes, symbols of the
fall and the eucharist: it is about to topple off the table and into our laps.
It is an Easter encounter two thousand years ago, reaching out to us
through light and shade and the skill of the artist.
In many ways the Gospel story in Luke is of an ordinary encounter between travellers and a stranger. But it is made extraordinary by the
transforming power of the risen Lord, talking with the disciples in the
open air and then going inside for a meal. However, the doors are not
shut to us. For Caravaggio shows how that special moment of encounter
for the two disciples can reach out to enter our world. And he shows the
hand of the risen Lord beckoning us to step into that Easter world of sacrament and new life.
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Special offer to celebrate new chapter in
Plough Garage history
“Support your local businesses and we will support you” - that’s
the message from one of Pontesbury’s longest-established firms
which recently marked its 100th anniversary.
Plough Garage, which has been based at Plough Cottage in Chapel
Street since 1919, is looking to the future with optimism following
a management restructure - and is now celebrating with a special
offer for customers during April and May.
Finn Walton, director at Plough Garage, said the support of the local community had been central to the garage’s success over the
past 100 years.
“The people of Pontesbury and surrounding areas have always
been our core customer base and we very much see ourselves as
part of the community,” he said.
“The past 12 months have been incredibly hard for everyone, and
we have done everything in our power to remain open and be here
for people when they have needed us.
“Terry, Derek and Geoff Evans ran the business for many years
following in the footsteps of their father Jack ‘Coogie’ Evans. Terry
retired in 2016, and following the sad passing of Derek Evans in
November, Geoff now moves forward with the garage in partnership with Finn Walton.
Finn completed his apprenticeship with the Plough in 2010 and following a few years away from the garage returned here in 2018.
As part of this move forward, Jack Evans & Sons will soon become
Plough Garage Ltd.
“To mark the new chapter in our history, we wanted to thank our
customers by offering a free MOT with every full service and a major discount of more than 50% on all MOTs during April and May,
so they will only be £20 rather than the usual price of £45.
“Many vehicles had their MOTs extended when the MOT holiday
was introduced at the start of the first lockdown back in March
2020, so we are encouraging people to book in their vehicles in
advance if possible.
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“We always recommend not to leave an MOT to the last minute,
and we hope this offer will encourage people to book in for a test
during April or May. In particular we have seen a rise in issues with
braking systems due to cars being used less frequently and an
MOT test is the best way of ensuring your vehicle is in a safe and
roadworthy condition.”
“We really do appreciate the support of the local community. By
supporting your local businesses, it means they will be there to
support you when you need them.”
To book an MOT test, or for any advice regarding your vehicle, call
01743 790270 or for more information on the garage and its services, visit the website at www.ploughgarage.co.uk
And see our main advert on page 41.

Shrewsbury Food Bank are always grateful to receive
monetary donations. Follow them on Facebook or look on
the website for details of how you can help this good cause.
https://www.barnabascommunityprojects.org/donations
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Under normal
circumstances
Pontesbury WI
meets on
the second Monday of each
month (except August),
at 2.00pm
in Pontesbury Public Hall.
New members are always
welcome.

To place an advertisement in this
magazine, please email:
stgsmagazine @googlemail.com
or phone: Marion Elliott 01743 792256
Disclaimer: each advert in this magazine
has been devised by the advertiser
in question.
St. George’s church accepts no
responsibility for the standard or quality
of goods and services provided.
St. George’s church accepts no liability
for any loss or damage arising from
acceptance of any advertised trading.
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HIGNETTS OF
PONTESBURY LTD.
Established 1919

Butchers * Bakers
Greengrocers * Flowers * Fish
tel: 01743 790228

SUZANNE
CLASSIC HAIR
Main Road, Pontesbury
Tel: 01743 791186
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PONTESBURY
PHARMACY
Dispensing Chemist
Your
Local Community Chemist
“ASK YOUR PHARMACIST”
Your health is our concern
Our aim is your satisfaction
01734 790273
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PHIL GRIFFITHS
Local Plumber

Tap Replacement
and Plumbing Repairs Undertaken.
New Taps Supplied and Fitted.
Full Range available.
Established 35 years.

Tel: 01743 790046
Mobile : 07970 010148
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