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So what to call this Introduction to the Church Magazine?
Rector’s Ramblings was one suggestion, but I decided that might
imply I have nothing relevant or intelligent to say.
Rector’s Reflections was another possibility, but I thought
that sounded a bit po-faced.
And then I remembered that I have been trying to encourage
people to call me ‘Greg’. Rector is no doubt a term of respect, but
it easily masks that there is a human being behind the title.
What alliterates with Greg I wondered? Greg’s Grumblings?
There’s no doubt I could fill a page and a half with those if
I put my mind to it. However, you probably wouldn’t
find that very edifying.
And then I thought this really shouldn’t be about me. I know I
have used the word ‘I’ twelve times already (admit it, some of you
are tempted to count!), but in a world where basic Scriptural truth
has become a specialist subject on Mastermind and where a seven
year old girl sent me a leaving card in Coventry, telling me she
loved my assemblies even though she didn’t believe in God, an
occasional reminder that He has not forsaken us may be in order.
Therefore, I offer:

LIFTING UP OUR EYES
And if you don’t like that, we’ll go back to Greg’s grumblings.
I have put out the message that Friday is my day off. It’s probably
worth offering some clarification. First, what I mean is that it is my
day off from public ministry, not from praying, reading the Bible
and still trying to behave like a good Christian should. I inform you
not so much to ward you off but as to manage expectations. A
couple of people have apologised for emailing me on my day off.
Don’t worry, I won’t read it until Saturday morning or indeed listen
to phone messages. If you do need to get hold of me in the event
of a death or sudden illness or to tell me the church is on fire (I
shall probably know about that before anyone else!), you will have
to knock on the door.
Getting away from the pressures of life is something that Christ
modelled for us and which we commemorate during Lent. Forty
days away from the phone and the demands of the crowds, but not
3

it transpires to be left alone. Satan takes him to high places: first
to the highest point of the temple and then to the highest mountain and invites him to cast his eyes down (Matt 4.5-11) but Jesus
in response raises his eyes in worship of the only One who is worthy of it. We will have our own fair share of temptations as lockdown eases. Let us ensure we keep our eyes focused on Him.
Greg

Welcome to Revd. Greg and Fran
It really is good news this month. We are so thrilled that we now
have Revd. Greg Smith and Fran his wife living in
the Deanery here in Pontesbury.
The Installation of Greg as Rector here was a very moving service
and many of you were able to join by Zoom. This was not quite
the welcome we were planning but we hope that we can give Greg
and Fran a ‘Pontesbury’ welcome soon. We are so pleased to have
someone here to offer his priestly duties as we have been working
hard to keep the faith for such a long time. Greg and Fran were
much loved at Eastern Green in Coventry and we hope that they
will soon feel at home here.
We ask God’s blessings on them as they start their new ministry
here and we hope this will see God’s family grow. Welcome Greg
and Fran to St. George’s and to all your churches!
From Mary and Allen, Churchwardens
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Readings for this MONTH
Here are the Sunday readings which you
may enjoy at home in March.

Date

Readings

7th March
Third Sunday of Lent
10:30am

Exodus 20: 1 – 17
Psalm 19
John 2: 13 - 22

14th March
Fourth Sunday of Lent
Mothering Sunday
10:30am
21st March
Passiontide Begins
10:30am

Numbers 21: 4 – 9
Psalm 107: 1 – 3, 17 – 22
John 3: 14 - 21

28th March
Palm Sunday
10:30am

Liturgy of the Palms
Psalm 118: 19 – end
Mark 11: 1 - 11

Jeremiah 31: 31 – 34
Psalm 51: 1 – 13
John 12: 20 - 33

Services
We are sorry that we are keeping the church closed during early
March. However, we hope that it may be possible to have a “real”
service in St. George’s on Mothering Sunday, March 14th. This is a
big step and can only happen if we follow all the rules and remind
others to do the same. We had taken the decision to close the
church late last year with great reluctance - but we knew it was
the right thing to do. Likewise, we will only open when we feel it is
right to do so.
In the meantime there is a service every Sunday morning at 10:30
by Zoom. If you need details of how to access, then please ask
Mary, Allen or Val Butterworth.
We will pray that soon we will be able to worship together in
church once again and we ask that you stay safe.
Mary and Allen, Churchwardens
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Looking at GOD
The Revd Dr Jo White considers what it can really mean to ‘worship’.

Reflected Faith: with all your soul, strength and mind
I believe there were two key elements to gathered worship. The
first is that there should be a welcome for everyone.
The second I’d like to propose is that gathered worship is absolutely concentrated on enabling and allowing our hearts and souls to
be closer to the God whom we are worshipping.
In other words, whatever takes places, whatever words or music
or readings, preaching, with or without Communion, whatever it is
– is all intentionally allowing us to be closer to God.
Sounds very high and mighty doesn’t it! To put it in simpler language: When I was ordained a deacon, my Training Incumbent
told me that if I didn’t know what I was doing or where I should be
standing etc at any part of the service, to just stay still. The aim
was, at its worst, for me not to get between people and God. At its
best, it was for me to help enable the gap to be closed.
I recall my very first service as a brand-new Deacon in a new part
of the country and in a very different church from my previous experiences. The service was one I was completely unfamiliar with,
so the Vicar said, It’s easy, just do what I do. If I stand, you
stand, and so on. Just follow me.’
Well I did. There were hymns, a chant from the choir, congregational anthems, Bible readings, intercessions, prayers and finally a
money collection. I had followed the Vicar in every step, up and
down to the altar, standing and sitting. It seemed to go on a long
time!
As he stood for what I thought was the final blessing, I rose with
him and started to follow. But he stopped at the base of the pulpit
and whispered, ‘I’m going to give the sermon - you may sit!’
This month:
Whether you physically go to a gathered service in
church or are watching/participating online, have a look around
you. Is this worship drawing you in to God’s love? Is it encourag6

ing you to explore deeper what His love and grace means in your
daily life?
What’s the attitude of those who are leading in any way, and that
of the people around you? But most of all – what’s our attitude?

The Revd Canon Paul Hardingham looks back on
the year that changed the world.

‘One Year On’
It was just over a year ago that the WHO discussed the coronavirus that was starting to spread around the world. None of us
could have foreseen the devastating effect on our world, with over
80 million people infected and nearly two million deaths. How has
the pandemic challenged our faith, as we look back over the last
year?
Firstly, it has forced us to face up to the reality of our situation. We cannot underestimate the health, social and economic
effects of the virus on our lives, churches and communities. We
have learned how to do church online, but the future shape of
church life is uncertain!
As the apostle Paul writes: ‘We are hard pressed on every side,
but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but
not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus’ (2 Cor 4:8-10).
The pandemic has challenged so much of what we take for
granted, but also demonstrated that God is alongside to help us
in these circumstances.
Secondly, alongside the fear and uncertainty of this year, we
have also learned to find new faith and hope in Jesus. The
experience of Jesus’ death and His resurrection provides a pattern for us in facing the future: ‘so that His life may also be revealed in our mortal body. So then, death is at work in us, but
life is at work in you.’ (2 Cor 4:10-12).
During the season of Lent, as we anticipate the events at Easter,
it’s good to focus on the promise of sharing in the death and resurrection of Jesus. As we consider our present struggles, are we
ready to surrender them to Jesus? May the hope of Easter Day
take us forward into the coming year.
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The Revd Canon Paul Hardingham considers the need to stay connected

‘Zoomed Out?’
‘You’re still on mute!’ If you’ve used Zoom over the past year,
you’ll be familiar with this cry! After a day on Zoom, the last thing
we often want to do is using it for a chat with friends or a church
service on Sunday! Now this reveals a wider problem that we face.
We know that staying connected in the pandemic is hard. When
we’re tired and busy, it’s easy to stop connecting with others,
which would encourage our faith or wellbeing. This might also include not sending a text, Facebook comment or phoning somebody
up.
Remember what Paul says: ‘For what I want to do I do not do, but
what I hate I do.’ (Romans 7:15). It’s often easier to avoid connecting with God and others, when this would be good for our
sense of value, purpose and identity. Certain patterns of behaviour
can make us feel safer, but in reality they prevent us from living
our lives fully as God intends.
Paul adds: ‘What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from
this body that is subject to death? Thanks be to God, who delivers
me through Jesus Christ our Lord!’ (Romans 7:24,25). Through the
death and resurrection of Jesus we have the freedom to act differently. Lent is an ideal time to develop new habits, especially when
we are tired or anxious. It may involve spending less time on Facebook, turning the TV off to call a friend who we need to catch up
with, or getting up a bit earlier to spend time in Bible reading and
prayer.
Let’s keep reminding ourselves that ‘God is bigger than Zoom’ and
make sure that we don’t get disconnected! Let’s be committed to
doing the right thing, rather than simply the easier thing.
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The Revd Dr Herbert McGonigle, considers the problem of prayer.

When your prayer is not answered
2 Cor. 12:8; ‘Three times I asked the Lord about this …BUT…’
Paul is talking about one of the most mysterious and one of the
most baffling aspects of prayer – when God does not say yes.
On the face of it, Paul’s prayer was very modest. For some time
he had been troubled by ‘a thorn in the flesh.’ He doesn’t tell us
what the ‘thorn’ was and down the centuries theologians and commentators have made suggestions. Most of them have thought
that the affliction was physical because Paul says it was ‘in the
flesh.’ Some have suggested that he suffered from epileptic fits
which caused him to fall down, while others have suggested that
he was laid low by constant fevers or that he had very poor eyesight, the last based on his remarks in Galatians 6:11. But in spite
of this great servant of the Lord praying earnestly three times that
the thorn would be removed, God did not answer as Paul expected.
A number of things in this passage (verses 7-10) are very helpful
to all of us in the matter of prayer.
First, although God’s answer was not what Paul asked for, God did
answer him. God is never indifferent to the prayers we utter from
the depth of our heart. Unlike the idol Baal in the Old Testament
story about Elijah, (1 Kings 18) the God and Father of our Lord Jesus is not on a journey, nor is He busy elsewhere, nor is He sleeping. He hears our prayers and our cries when we come to Him in
our need and pain and distress.
Second, although Paul did not get the answer he wanted, God
made him a wonderful promise. He said, ‘My grace is sufficient for
you’ (v.9). This was not what Paul asked for, yet what a promise
it was! God said in effect. ‘I will not take the thorn away – but my
daily grace is all-sufficient.’ In spite of the thorn, Paul will triumph.
When God gives us all-sufficient grace, it will
take care of everything in our lives.
Thirdly, Paul learnt that God’s wonderful grace
meant that in his weakness ‘the power of
Christ’ (v.9) would be with him, the power that
would make him effective and fruitful in his
ministry.
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Fourthly, this experience taught Paul that he could be ‘content with
weaknesses and insults’ (v.10) because it was for Christ’s sake,
and when he is weak in himself, he is strong in Christ (v.10).
So what about unanswered prayer? Unless our prayer was selfish
and not for our good in the first place, God does answer our cry.
When the answer is not what we expected, then it means that our
loving Father has something for us even better and more important
than what we asked for.
Dr Herbert McGonigle was formerly Senior Lecturer in Historical Theology
& Church History, Nazarene Theological College, Manchester.

JESUS
If I could package faith into one parcel
And collect all hope into a single can –
If I could roll all love into one heart-ball
And commoditise it in a living man
I’d already have a fully detailed label
Prepared before the world itself began And it would have one name And that name – JESUS At the centre of God’s universal plan
To take the world along the course
God’s surge of love provoked
Till wholeness flows through everything
With God’s Spirit of life unyoked.
by Sam Doubtfire
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The Revd Canon Paul Hardingham offers the following for Lent...

Finding God in Each Moment of the Day
Do you know the popular series of books entitled Where’s Wally?
These books are filled with very detailed cartoon drawings in each
of which is hidden Wally. He is dressed in a red and white striped
ski cap and glasses and the challenge is to find Wally. You have to
search for some time to pick him out of the crowd, but Wally is always there!
In many ways, like finding Wally, we need to develop the skill of
identifying God’s presence in our daily lives. One approach that
can help us to find God throughout the day is to do a daily review
of our day with God. It can provide us with a means of seeing
where God has been at work during our day. It’s an opportunity of
remembering how God has been at work and how we have responded to Him. As the psalmist says, ‘On my bed I remember
you; I think of you through the watches of the night’ (Ps 63:6).
What does this look like in practice? Here is a step by step guide:
1.

Be still for a moment, and quiet your mind.

2.

Acknowledge that Jesus is present. Invite Him to guide
you.

3.

Recall the beginning of the day, when you first woke
up. Watch that scene, as if on film. What is your reaction to what you see? Talk to God about it.

4.

Continue through the film of your day, going from scene to scene. As you reflect on each one, some scenes
may fill you with gratitude, others with regret. Speak
directly to God about this. You may also want to pray
for those you encountered during the day.

5.

End your review with a prayer of thanksgiving for
God’s mercy and love. Ask him to refresh you as you
sleep.

As you begin reviewing your day with God regularly, you can expect to see two things beginning to happen:
Firstly, you will become more aware of recurring negative patterns
11

in your life, which will challenge these wrong attitudes and habits
and increase your desire to grow and change.
Secondly, you will become more aware of God’s presence in the
ordinary moments of your life. And when you start experiencing
the reality of God’s presence with you every day, it’s not ordinary
any more!
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Looking at Church—Home and Abroad
Here in the UK we may struggle to hold services because of coronavirus, but at least no one in the government is threatening to
arrest and imprison us for just being Christians! And yet that is the
harsh reality for hundreds of millions of Christians around the
world today.

2021 World Watch List of Persecution of Christians
A Christian persecution watchdog has warned that more Christians
around the world are suffering because of their faith, and the kind
of persecution they’re experiencing has intensified.
Open Doors has found that more than 340 million Christians suffer
high levels of persecution and discrimination for their faith,
amounting to one in eight worldwide.
Now the charity has released its
2021 World Watch List (WWL)
which highlights the top 50 countries that are most hostile toward
Christians.
Here are the top ten:

Map details are on opendoorsuk.org

1. North Korea
Being discovered as a Christian is a death sentence in North Korea. If you aren’t killed instantly, you will be taken to a labour
camp as a political criminal.
2. Afghanistan
ISIS and the Taliban continue to have a strong, violent presence in
Afghanistan, with the Taliban controlling large regions.
3. Somalia
Islam is considered a crucial part of Somali identity, and if any Somali is suspected of having converted to Christianity, they are in
great danger. Members of their family, clan or community will harass, intimidate or even kill them. Women may be raped and forcibly married.
13

4. Libya
There is no freedom of speech, no freedom of religion and very
limited possibility of public church life in Libya. Although there are
around 34,500 Christians in the country, only a tiny number
(approximately 150) are Libyan – the majority are expatriates and
migrant workers.
5. Pakistan
Pakistan’s notorious blasphemy laws are used to target Christians,
and Islamic extremist groups vehemently “defend” these laws, including attacking or killing those believed to have contravened
them.
6. Eritrea
Government security forces monitor phone calls, scrutinise activity
and conduct countless raids which target Christians, seize Christian materials and damage house churches. Christians can be arrested and imprisoned without trial.
7. Yemen
Christians in Yemen usually keep their faith secret, because if they
are discovered then they could face the death penalty. Leaving Islam is forbidden, and all Yemenis are considered Muslims by the
state.
8. Iran
The Iranian government sees the conversion of Muslims to Christianity as an attempt by Western countries to undermine the Islamic rule of Iran. Christians from a Muslim background are persecuted the most, primarily by the government, but also by their families and communities.
9. Nigeria
More Christians are murdered for their faith in Nigeria than in any
other country. Violent attacks by Boko Haram, Hausa-Fulani Muslim militant herdsmen, ISWAP (an affiliate of ISIS) and other Islamic extremist groups are common in the north and middle belt
of the country, and they are becoming more common further
south.
10. India
Hindu extremists believe that all Indians should be Hindus, and
that the country should be rid of Christianity and Islam. They use
extensive violence to achieve this goal, particularly targeting
Christians from a Hindu background.
14

How Sunday became a Christian day of rest

By Tim Lenton

It was 1700 years ago, on 7th March 321, that the Roman Emperor
Constantine 1 (Constantine the Great), who had converted to
Christianity, decreed that Sunday should be a day of rest throughout the Empire.
This was a change from normal Roman Empire practice, which was
to regard Sunday as just another work-day – something the UK
seems to be reverting to. But Constantine’s civil decree made
Sunday a day of rest from labour. It said: “All judges and city people and craftsmen shall rest upon the venerable day of the sun.”
This was not intended to replace the Jewish Sabbath, which starts
at sunset on Friday and continues to sunset on Saturday. Such
Jewish observance was regarded by most Christians as being
bound to the old law instead of the Spirit, and so was resisted.
Christians backed the Sunday rest because it was the day on
which Jesus had risen from the dead and the Holy Spirit had come
– despite possible doubts about the phrase “day of the sun”.
Christians meeting for worship on Sunday in fact dates back to the
Acts of the Apostles, and it is mentioned historically about 115AD.
Actual practice varies across the world and through the years.

Metropolitan Museum
of Art, CC0, via
Wikimedia Commons

Our presence in a place of need is more powerful
than a thousand sermons. - Charles Colson
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I am sure that, along with me, you give a huge welcome to our new
Rector, Greg, and his wife, Fran, as they join us at St. George’s.
We have been so fortunate to have Revs. Christopher, Charmain,
Pam and Shirley to look after our spiritual needs but I am sure
that they also must be relieved to be able to hand over the decision-making to someone else. So, it is with glad hearts that we
voice our welcome.
It has been a time of growth for many of us as we have taken on
tasks that are outside our experience, but the great thing is that
so many have worked together to keep spirits high and to keep the
Spiritual presence within our church.
Now, all we have to do is to get Covid-19 under control and then,
maybe, we can start up all our usual activities. George, Uncle Sam
and Idris are already washed and ready to go, but, unfortunately,
the time isn’t upon us yet. I notice that the Pritt stick in the
Dragon cupboard hasn’t weathered the experience and it has, so to
speak – ‘gone-off’; and I am sure that the newly made play dough, a
beautiful sunflower yellow shade, which was all ready for our session on 17th March 2020 will also have withered somewhat, but it
won’t take long to make more.
My middle name is ‘Optimism’, therefore I say, rashly, “Hope to
see you soon!”
Best wishes, Val
And best wishes from we three
still sleeping (most of the time),
George, Uncle Sam & Idris.
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Looking at Your COMMUNITY
Coronavirus near Easter: still a good time
to pause, pray and remember
When the UK death toll for coronavirus recently reached
100,000, the Archbishops of Canterbury and York issued a call to
the nation. They asked everyone to pause and remember the victims of Covid-19. The victims and their families were ‘known to
God and cherished by God’.
Perhaps, as we approach Easter, we should consider stopping
again and remembering again the terrible cost of the pandemic.
In their open letter, Archbishops Justin Welby and Stephen Cottrell had insisted that death does not have “the last word”, and
the Christian faith promises that one day “every tear will be
wiped away”.
God, they wrote, knows grief and suffering and “shares in the
weight of our sadness”.
Turning to the wider impact of the pandemic, the loneliness, anxiety and economic hardship, they then invited people to “cast
their fears on God”.
The archbishops said: “We write to you in consolation, but also in
encouragement, and ultimately in the hope of Jesus Christ. The
God who comes to us in Jesus knew grief and suffering Himself.
On the cross, Jesus shares the weight of our sadness.”
“Most of all, we have hope because God raised Jesus from the
dead. This is the Christian hope that we will be celebrating at
Easter. We live in the hope that we will share in His resurrection.
Death doesn’t have the last word. In God’s kingdom, every tear
will be wiped away.
“Please be assured of our prayers. Please join us.”
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This month sees the 35th anniversary of
the Great Daffodil Appeal…

Wear your daffodil and unite in memory
Marie Curie, the UK’s leading end-of-life care
charity will this year celebrate their 35th annual
Great Daffodil Appeal, which is held every March
across the UK. The money raised from this appeal
enables the charity to continue their vital work providing care and
support to people living with a terminal illness and their families.
The coronavirus continues to have a devastating effect on Marie
Curie’s fundraising, as activities up and down the country have had
to be cancelled. However, there are still lots of ways people can
get involved, with things like the Step into Spring Challenge in
March where people walk 10,000 steps a day, they can host a virtual collection or buy and wear one of the charity’s iconic daffodils
in memory of a loved one.
This year will be even more special as the charity encourages the
nation to come together to reflect, grieve and remember for a National Day of Reflection. Tuesday 23rd March 2021 will mark one
year since the UK first went into a nationwide lockdown and Marie
Curie is inviting the nation to unite and remember those who died
and show support and solidarity for those who have been bereaved. The charity knows how important it is for people to grieve
and the emotional and psychological impact of not being able to
say goodbye properly and grieving in isolation can have.
Due to the pandemic, Marie Curie won’t have their normal collections on the street, so donations are more important than ever. To
support the Great Daffodil Appeal, you can donate at
www.mariecurie.org.uk/daffodil or you can buy your daffodil pin in
store at a number of high
street stores including
Superdrug or Savers.
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St. George’s PARISH VISITORS
Would you, or someone you know, appreciate some help or a
phone call? Maybe you’re feeling lonely, isolated, in need of
support and friendship?
We may not be able to visit you at this time, but
St. George’s Church has a team of friendly people
w who would love to phone you if we can help, we will!
Call in confidence:
Phone Marion Elliott 01743 792256

St. GeorGe’S Prayer Chain

is a small group of people who
believe that prayer can make a difference. Each person within the
group offers daily prayer for anyone who asks for prayer.
If you yourself or someone you know needs special prayer for any
reason, please contact Mary Worrall 01743 791069.
All information given is given in confidence.
A name is enough if that is all you wish to give.

Coming Soon … ?
The World Day of Prayer Service has been
postponed until Friday 11th June and will be held
at St George's Church, Pontesbury at 2.30pm
Marion Elliott

Peace
After a very long and boring sermon the parishioners glumly filed out of
the church past the minister. Towards the end of the queue was a
thoughtful person who always commented on the sermons. "Vicar, today
your sermon reminded me of the peace and love of God."
The vicar was thrilled. "Nobody has ever said anything like
that about my preaching before. Tell me why."
"Because it endured forever.”
21

Open gardens.
As you may know, we had planned to hold our Open Gardens
event this June. This has become a regular part of our fund-raising
activities and the support it gets contributes a lot to the Shropshire Historic Churches’ Trust and to our own funds. It is sad to
say that after careful consideration, we have decided that it is better to cancel this event rather than put all the garden-owners at
risk from Covid infection when large numbers of visitors local and
from far and wide walk round their property. But we are only postponing this event and we look forward to holding it next year. We
hope that we will all have our gardens in really good shape by
then! In the meantime, we can enjoy this year’s Spring and watch
the flowers bloom.
“If you have any questions about Open Gardens please contact
Martyn Cribb by email martyn.june@btinternet.com
or tel. 01743 792419

Even though Open Gardens must wait until next year, we will still
have plenty of fund-raising activities this year to help St. George’s
pay its bills and help other charities. More information will eventually appear on our website and in the St. George’s Magazine! One
thing for sure is that after the dark times of winter, Spring always
comes. Stay safe and enjoy time outdoor when you can.
From Mary and Allen, Churchwardens

Give me a sense of humour, Lord,
Give me the grace to see a joke,
To get some humour out of life,
And pass it on to other folk.
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Looking at YOU
David Pickup, a solicitor, considers the laws on growing up.

The rites of growing up
Now every year His parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the
Passover. And when He was twelve years old, they went up as usual... When the festival was ended …the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem …After three days they found Him in the temple, sitting
among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. From Luke 2
This familiar story is the only account of Jesus in His boyhood years.
Because of her fright, it would have been one family story that Mary
never forgot. At the age of 12, in that culture, Jesus would be just
about to become a young man, and therefore have been eager to
begin adulthood. Jesus knew He was not lost but in the right place.
He said, “Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?”
Children grow up by enormous leaps and bounds. Turn your back for
a minute and they have aged years. In Britain, the law does not fix
any one age for when a child is suddenly a grown up. Instead, it is a
gradual process.
At age 10 you can have your ears pierced, but your parent may have
to be with you, and you can be convicted of a criminal offence.
From age 13 you can work part-time. I remember getting a card from
a doctor to show I could legally work. I carried it around with me on
my milk round and was slightly disappointed the police never asked
for it!
At 14 you can enter a pub, but only if the landlord allows it. You cannot buy or drink alcohol, only soft drinks.
At 16 you can marry, with your parents’ consent. You can also ride a
moped, and drink alcohol in a restaurant with a meal. You can open a
bank current account and get a debit card.
Once you are 17, you can hold a driver’s licence.
At 18 you can vote, get a tattoo, bet, buy and drink alcohol in a pub.
At 21 you can apply to adopt a child, become a driving instructor and
apply for a licence to fly commercial transport aeroplanes and helicopters.
I suppose reading all this you might be wondering “why didn’t I do all
these things as soon as I could?!”
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Together
In the year nineteen seventy-one
They heard the church bells ring
That wedding day was so much fun!
They promised they would cling
Together they would always stay
Till death will come to part their way.
In the year nineteen eighty-one
For ten years they’d been wed
Two daughters and a strapping son
And still they often said
Together they would always stay
Till death will come to part their way.
In the year nineteen ninety-one
Their children nearly grown!
Yes, troubles go and troubles come
But they had always shown
Together they would always stay
Till death will come to part their way.
In the year two thousand and one
Their lifelong odyssey
Had brought to them their first grandson
But everyone could see
Together they would always stay
Till death will come to part their way.
In the year twenty-eleven
Retirement came at last
Grandchildren – now they counted seven
The family grows fast!
Together they would always stay
Till death will come to part their way.
In the year twenty twenty-one
Their Golden Wedding day.
But celebrations? There were none
A Care home said that they
Together couldn’t always stay
For Covid came come to part their way.
By Nigel Beeton a recently retired senior radiologist. This poem came out
of time spent back at the hospital in January, helping colleagues.
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Watch and listen on YouTube to the
various videos produced for our diocese.

From Derek Chedzey, the Archdeacon of Hereford
As I write this, we are approaching the start of Lent. Easter this
year falls very early and it feels like only yesterday that we finished celebrating Christmas. One impact of COVID-19 and the
pandemic is that time can feel somewhat stuck. It can feel like we
are trapped between events rather like a strange Science Fiction
world where we are caught up in an endless cycle of repeating the
activity. It reminds me a little of the film ‘Groundhog Day’ where
the main character is trapped in a world where he simply repeats
February 2nd over and over again!
I think if we are not careful our spiritual lives can get stuck too,
with little opportunity to worship together in church and limited
social interaction, we can very easily become dislocated from our
faith and from each other.
Lent traditionally has been seen as a time of self-examination, self
-discipline and fasting, although interestingly it didn’t include Sundays as these were feast days and celebrations. It took its form
from the 40 days Jesus spent in the wilderness following his baptism. It also marked the traditional beginning of Spring and the
word Lent is based on the old English word for ‘Spring season’. As
part of that preparation and self-denial, we have traditions of giving things up for a season and abstinence. In more recent times
we have been encouraged to take something up that is of spiritual
benefit to ourselves or general benefit to others instead. One of
the things we have perhaps lost sight of is it was also a season of
spiritual generosity and almsgiving.
When I did some research as part of some studies into what helps
churches to grow one of the common themes that emerged was
that growing churches were generous churches. They held lightly
to their money and buildings, giving of time, talents and money for
the ‘Common Good’ through acts of service and generosity. They
saw money as a resource to be used for the Kingdom rather than
horded for a rainy day that never came.
This Lent is a prime opportunity to set time aside to realign our
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spiritual lives. John writing his Gospel gives us a wonderful picture
in chapter 15 of the vine and its branches. In that Jesus says to
his disciples:
“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I
in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me, you can do nothing. If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is
thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown
into the fire and burned. If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for
you. This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.” John 15 5-8.
If we are going to be effective disciples, we need our lives to be
rooted in Jesus. We have to learn not just to listen to Jesus’ words
but live them out. I think one of the reasons many of us find the
pandemic restrictions so hard is that the Christian faith is primarily
lived out in the community it is not a solitary or individual activity.
If we are going to make the most of Lent then we need, as a
church, to rediscover a communal faith which looks outwards. To
put our faith not in an institution called ‘church’ but instead in the
person of Jesus who longs to change us into the people God created us to be.
However, you use these coming weeks why not discipline yourself
to spend a few minutes each day to reflect on your spiritual journey and your relationship with God, to offer yourself to Him that
we might become more like Him, as CS Lewis said:
“We must lay before Him what is in us,
not what ought to be in us.”
(from Letters to Malcolm: Chiefly on Prayer, chapter 4).
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Eco Church approves 1000th award
for environmental responsibility
Conservation charity, A Rocha UK has announced that Hereford
Cathedral is the recipient of its Eco Church scheme’s 1,000th award
for creation care.
A spokeswoman for A Rocha UK said:“Hereford Cathedral demonstrates that even historical buildings can make great progress towards being more sustainable. The Cathedral land includes both
gardens within the cathedral complex and some farms in the local
area which are managed in a sustainable way.”
Hereford Cathedral, one of over 3000 churches to register for Eco
Church, shares eco-lifestyle tips during school visits and in its
weekly church notices, including suggestions on personal consumption and carbon footprint reduction. They have made alterations to the heating and lighting across the church buildings to improve efficiency, and are actively researching how best to install
water harvesting systems in the future.
This is a critical year for the climate, ahead of the UN COP26 climate negotiations scheduled to take place in Glasgow in November.
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Thought for the Month.
Are you a “Winter Watch” fan? I have to admit I’m really missing
my four-nightly dose this week (the first week of February). I’ve
been spellbound by the outstanding photography and amazing
facts about the plants and animals of our countryside – the sheer
wonder of God’s creation.
“Mindful Moments” was a regular feature of each episode – a video
montage produced by viewers. Each lasted a little under 2
minutes, without commentary so that the sights and sounds of nature could become the sole focus of our attention.
Mindfulness, “being more fully aware of your own experience in
the present moment,” seems to have come to the fore, especially
during the past extraordinary twelve months. Psychologists, neuroscientists, health professionals (as well as Chris Packham!) all
advocate its benefits.
There’s no doubt that time spent outdoors is beneficial to our mental and physical well being, which is why this latest lockdown during the darkest, wettest and coldest days of the year has proved
so much more challenging for many of us than those balmy days
of spring last year.
One of the ways God speaks to us is through creation, if we but
take time to stop, notice and listen. Elijah, after 40 days in the
wilderness, listened for God and eventually heard Him in the sound
of sheer silence.
By the time you read this our journey through Lent will have begun; our own 40 days in which to reflect on Jesus’ wilderness experience, to pray and prepare for Holy Week and Easter – a time in
which to grow closer to God. The problem is we can only experience God’s presence in the present moment. To do this we actually need to do less, and to be more; but it’s seldom easy, and par28

ticularly now when our busy minds are more likely to be dwelling
on the past or concerned about the future.
Uncertainty continues around all aspects of life. We don’t yet
know whether we’ll be journeying through Holy Week and Easter
in our church buildings this year. But amidst the turmoil we do
know that God is unchanging and present. He was with Elijah and
He was with Jesus. In the words of Psalm 46, “God is our refuge
and strength, a very present help in trouble” - God with us, now,
in this moment. And later in the same Psalm: “Be still, and know
that I am God.”
Which brings me back to mindfulness: spending time doing nothing, being still, listening, looking, waiting in anticipation for God to
speak to us. Ann Lewin beautifully describes the experience in her
poem, “Be Still”:
You do not have to look for anything,
Just look.
You do not have to listen for
Specific sounds,
Just listen.
You do not have to accomplish anything,
Just be.
And in the looking
And the listening
And the being,
Find
Me.
Lent should challenge us. What could be more challenging than
“being” – waiting in anticipation of hearing God’s “doing” plans for
us?
With every blessing, Maxine Neal
P.S. Having just finished writing, I’ve received an email advertising a book for Lent entitled “Lentfulness”!!

Common sense is not a gift. It's a punishment because you have
to deal with everyone who doesn't have it.
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High Days and Holy Days
Dydd Gwyl Dewi Hapus, or Happy Saint David's Day!

1stMarch:

St David’s Day, time for daffodils

1st March is St David’s Day, and it’s time for the Welsh to wear
daffodils or leeks. Shakespeare called this custom ‘an honourable
tradition begun upon an honourable request’ - but nobody knows
the reason. Why should anyone have ever ‘requested’ that the
Welsh wear leeks or daffodils to honour their patron saint? It’s a
mystery!
We do know that David - or Dafydd - of Pembrokeshire was a
monk and bishop of the 6th century. In the 12th century he was
made patron of Wales, and he has the honour of being the only
Welsh saint to be canonised and culted in the Western Church.
Tradition has it that he was austere with himself, and generous
with others - living on water and vegetables
(leeks, perhaps?!) and devoting himself to
works of mercy. He was much loved.
In art, St David is usually depicted in Episcopal
vestments, standing on a mound with a dove at
his shoulder, in memory of his share at an
important Synod for the Welsh Church, the
Synod of Brevi.
QUOTE: Be joyful and keep your faith and your creed.
Do the little things that you have seen me do and heard about;
I will walk the path that our fathers have trod before us. – St David

Q. What do you give a man who has everything?
A. Antibiotics.
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In Praise of Mothers: Mothering Sunday 14th March
Life doesn’t come with a
manual. It comes with a
mother. - Anon

Mothers are like buttons.
They hold everything together.
– Anon

A mother understands
what a child does not say.
- Jewish Proverb

A mother is the one who fills
your heart in the first place.

All I am I owe to
my mother.
- George Washington

A mother’s hug lasts long after
she lets go. –Anon

Prayer for Families

- Amy Tan

By Daphne Kitching

Dear Father God,
In this month, when we especially think about mothers, we thank you
for the families and friends you have given us. You know how hard it
has been to have been separated over these past months, how much
we have missed and longed for their hugs, their physical presence
and fellowship.
As we hold on to the hope of overcoming the pandemic, help us to be
strengthened by the power of the love we receive - and to strengthen
others by the love we give.
May we know that, wherever we are, whatever our circumstances, we
and our loved ones are held safe and connected by your unfailing love
for us, revealed in Jesus – who is alive - and from whom nothing, no
pandemic, no man-made turmoil, absolutely nothing and no-one can
separate us, when we put our trust in Him.
Thank you, Father, that we belong to your family. Thank you for the
love and security we have in you.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Your Puzzle for this month …

Crossword Clues
Across
1
The earth is one (6)
4
‘On a hill far away stood an old — cross’ (6)
7
‘I am the — vine and my Father is the gardener’ (John 15:1) (4)
8
The Caesar who was Roman Emperor at the time of Jesus’ birth
(Luke 2:1) (8)
9
‘Your — should be the same as that of Christ Jesus’ (Philippians 2:5) (8)
13 Jesus said that no one would put a lighted lamp under this
(Luke 8:16) (3)
16 Involvement (1 Corinthians 10:16) (13)
17 Armed conflict (2 Chronicles 15:19) (3)
19 Where the Gaderene pigs were feeding (Mark 5:11) (8)
24 What jeering youths called Elisha on the road to Bethel
(2 Kings 2:23) (8)
32

25
26
27

The Venerable — , eighth-century Jarrow ecclesiastical scholar (4)
8 Across issued a decree that this should take place (Luke 2:1) (6)
Come into prominence (Deuteronomy 13:13) (6)

Down
1
Where some of the seed scattered by the sower fell
(Matthew 13:4) (4)
2
Sexually immoral person whom God will judge (Hebrews 13:4) (9)
3
Gospel leaflet (5)
4
Physical state of the boy brought to Jesus for healing (Mark 9:18)
5
Tugs (anag.) (4)
6
To put forth (5)
10 Nationality associated with St Patrick (5)
11 Leader of the descendants of Kohath (1 Chronicles 15:5) (5)
12 ‘After this, his brother came out, with his hand grasping —
heel’ (Genesis 25:26) (5)
13 At Dothan the Lord struck the Arameans with — at Elisha’s request
(2 Kings 6:18) (9)
14 ‘Peter, before the cock crows today, you will — three times that you
know me’ (Luke22:34) (4)
15 Spit out (Psalm 59:7) (4)
18 ‘When I — , I am still with you’ (Psalm 139:18) (5)
20 Concepts (Acts 17:20) (5)
21 Thyatira’s dealer in purple cloth (Acts 16:14) (5)
22 Does (anag.) (4)
23 The second set of seven cows in Pharaoh’s dream were this
(Genesis 41:19) (4)
Answers below ...

DOWN: 1, Path. 2, Adulterer. 3, Tract.
4, Rigid. 5, Gust. 6, Exude. 10, Irish.
11, Uriel. 12, Esau’s. 13, Blindness. 14,
Deny. 15, Spew. 18, Awake. 20, Ideas.
21, Lydia. 22, Odes. 23, Lean.
ACROSS: 1, Planet. 4, Rugged. 7,
True. 8, Augustus. 9, Attitude. 13, Bed.
16, Participation. 17, War. 19, Hillside.
24, Baldhead. 25, Bede. 26, Census.
27, Arisen.
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Your daily walk should be a sacred ritual
Under lockdown, millions of us who rarely walked around our immediate locality are now well acquainted with every nearby driveway,
every crack in the pavement, and every pothole in the road. We have
developed views on our neighbours’ gardens, on their oddly coloured
garage doors, and on their dogs, children and cars. If we go out at
the same time every day, we may even be saying hello to the same
people we don’t know every day.
For many of us, that daily walk has become the high point of our day.
After all, it is one of the few liberties we have left. Some of us go
early, to enjoy the relative peace and quiet. Some of us go midday, to
at least see other people, even if we can’t talk to them. Others of us
opt for dusk, the dark comfort of a street with lit houses and stars
in the sky.
Whatever time you most enjoy, make sure you do make the time to
go for your walk. Your mental and physical fitness can only improve!

Shrewsbury Food Bank are always grateful to receive
monetary donations. Look on the website for details of how
you can help this good cause.
https://www.barnabascommunityprojects.org/donations
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Under normal
circumstances
Pontesbury WI
meets on
the second Monday of each
month (except August),
at 2.00pm
in Pontesbury Public Hall.
New members are always
welcome.

To place an advertisement in this
magazine, please email:
stgsmagazine @googlemail.com
or phone: Marion Elliott 01743 792256
Disclaimer: each advert in this magazine
has been devised by the advertiser
in question.
St. George’s church accepts no
responsibility for the standard or quality
of goods and services provided.
St. George’s church accepts no liability
for any loss or damage arising from
acceptance of any advertised trading.
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HIGNETTS OF
PONTESBURY LTD.
Established 1919

Butchers * Bakers
Greengrocers * Flowers * Fish
tel: 01743 790228

SUZANNE
CLASSIC HAIR
Main Road, Pontesbury
Tel: 01743 791186
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PONTESBURY
PHARMACY
Dispensing Chemist
Your
Local Community Chemist
“ASK YOUR PHARMACIST”
Your health is our concern
Our aim is your satisfaction
01734 790273
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PHIL GRIFFITHS
Local Plumber

Tap Replacement
and Plumbing Repairs Undertaken.
New Taps Supplied and Fitted.
Full Range available.
Established 35 years.

Tel: 01743 790046
Mobile : 07970 010148
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