
36 

 

PHIL GRIFFITHS 
Local Plumber 

 
Tap Replacement  

and Plumbing Repairs Undertaken. 
New Taps Supplied and Fitted. 

Full Range available. 
Established 35 years.  

 
Tel: 01743 790046 

Mobile : 07970 010148 

   

January 2021 

St. George’s Pontesbury 
 

Magazine 50p 



2 

Rector & Curate 
    Positions currently vacant 
Reader Emeritus 

Mrs Dorothy Headland  790565 
Churchwardens 
 Mr Allen Marsden             791822 

Mrs Mary Worrall             791069 
Assistant Churchwardens 

Mrs Helen McCall 790296 
                 mobile 07985 312192 
Mrs Heather Ryder  790359 

Treasurer 
Mr Gerald Worrall 791069 

PCC Secretary 
Mrs Valerie Butterworth 790587 

West End Room Booking 
Contact Mrs Mary Worrall 791069 

Organist & Choirmaster 
 Position currently vacant 
Friday Club 

Mrs Mary Worrall 791069 

Little Dragons 
Mrs Valerie Butterworth 790587 

Mothers’ Union 
Mrs Marion Elliott 792256 

Prayer Chain Coordinator 
Mrs Mary Worrall             791069 

Parish Visitors Team 
Mrs Marion Elliott              792256 

Bell Tower Officers 
Captain: Mrs Sheila Bower 790294 

Website 
Mr Richard Elliott 792256 

    webmaster@st-george.org.uk 
Magazine Editor 

Mrs Sheila Bower 790294 
Advertisements 

Mrs Marion Elliott             792256   
Printing team 

Mrs Carolyn Lewis 860714  
stgsprinting@gmail.com  
 

The Parish of Pontesbury 

Contact details: 

Contributions for St. George’s Magazine should be in by  
the 15th of the previous month.  It may not be possible to include                        

contributions received after this date until the following month. 
 

Send E-mail & attachments to stgsmagazine@googlemail.com 
Please post handwritten articles to Ford Place, The Bank, Pontesbury Hill, SY5 0XX. 

 
Website: www.st-george.org.uk 

 

Items for inclusion in the Deanery News to be submitted by 10th of previous month to 
Alison Bebb - Keepers Cottage, Cruckmeole, Shrewsbury, SY5 8JN 

  Telephone: 01743 860158                         email: alisonbebb5@gmail.com 

QUOTE: 
Christ is the great central fact in the world’s history. To Him  
everything looks forward or backward. All the lines of history 

converge upon Him. All the great purposes of God culminate in 
Him. The great and most momentous fact which the history of 
the world records is the fact of His birth. - Charles H Spurgeon 
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Comments from the Cabin 

 
                WHERE EVERYONE MATTERS 

 
 I write this in December as we leave our second national 
lockdown because of coronavirus. 2020 has been a very strange 
year especially for those of us who have been advised to shield. It 
will be the first Christmas when it will be just the three of us! 
However, as we look towards 2021, there are some hopeful things 
to look forward. There are the various vaccines that should enable 
us to return to a more normal life and where everyone can wor-
ship in Church again if they wish to do so – on Sundays and for 
Weddings, Funerals and Baptisms.  
 We are also looking forward to the arrival of our new Rector: 
Greg Smith. This will be a new chapter in the life of the parish and 
for our working with the Stiperstones Group of Parishes. However, 
we cannot expect the impossible from him. After all, just a few 
years ago, Margaret, Giles and Max were jointly doing the job he 
is now expected to do! 
 As well as the coronavirus, the early part of the year also 
saw two important protest movements: “Extinction Rebellion” and 
“Black Lives Matter”. Concern for our planet is a concern for eve-
ryone who lives on it now and in the future. Those of us, who have 
been watching the Small Axe films on the BBC, will appreciate the 
colour prejudice that existed in the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s. And 
it still exists today to some extent. We have also lamented every 
life that has been lost to coronavirus over the months. 
 As many of you know, I was Rector of Wem (and Lee Brock-
hurst) before I was forced to retire on health grounds. On my first 
visit to St Peter’s C.E. School, I noticed the banner statement: 
“Where Everyone Matters”. I quickly appropriated it for St Peter 
and St Paul’s Church, not least because I felt there were members 
of the congregation who were not valued. Soon, the Town Council 
was using it. Not many places have a name of only three letters. 
And it was a bonus that something significant could be made out 
of them. Using Pontesbury in the same way would be a challenge! 
 Everyone matters because God loves everyone and he sent 
Jesus for everyone. How can we express this sentiment in our dai-
ly lives? Perhaps it is something we should strive towards post-
Coronavirus in 2021. 

 

Yours ever in Christ, 
Christopher Cooke 
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If you are unable to join our services, you 
may like to enjoy this month’s                               

Bible readings at home. 

Date Time Services Readings 

3rd January  
Epiphany 
Sunday 

10.30am Holy                          
Communion  

Isaiah 60: 1-6 
Ephesians 3: 1-12 
Matthew 2:  1-12 

10th January 
The Baptism 
of Christ  

10.30am Holy                           
Communion                 
by Extension 

Genesis 1: 1-5 
Acts 19: 1-7 
Mark 1: 4-11 

17th January 
The Second 
Sunday of 
Epiphany  
 

10.30am Morning                    
Worship 

1 Samuel 3: 1-10 
Revelation 5: 1-10 
John 1: 43-end 

24th January 
The Third 
Sunday of 
Epiphany 
 

10.30am Holy                       
Communion             
by Extension 

Genesis 14: 17-20 
Revelation 19: 6-10 
John 2: 1-11 

31st January 
Presentation 
Sunday - 
Candlemas  
 

10.30am Morning                 
Worship 

Malachi 3:  1-5 
Hebrews 2: 14 – end 
Luke 2: 22 - 40 

Services and Readings  

for this MONTH 

Please be aware that in the current 
situation it may not be possible to hold 

some of these services.                
Watch for notices outside the Church. 
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Under normal  
circumstances 

Pontesbury WI 
meets  on  

the second Monday of each 
month (except August),                      

at 2.00pm                                        
in Pontesbury Public Hall.     

 
New members are always 

welcome. 
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To place an advertisement in this magazine, please email:                                        

stgsmagazine @googlemail.com         or phone: Marion Elliott 01743 792256 
Disclaimer: each advert in this magazine has been devised by the advertiser in question. 

St. George’s church accepts no responsibility for the standard or quality of goods and ser-

vices provided. St. George’s church accepts no liability for any loss or damage arising from 

acceptance of any advertised trading. 

 

The name Jesus is a transliteration of a name 
that occurs in several languages. It is of He-
brew origin, ‘Yehosua’, or Joshua. There is also 
the Hebrew-Aramaic form, ‘Yesua’. In Greek, it 
became ‘ Ἰ ησοῦ ς’ (Iēsoûs), and in Latin it be-
came ‘Iesus’.     
 
The meaning of the name is ‘Yahweh delivers’ 
or ‘Yahweh rescues’, or ‘Yahweh is salvation’. 
No wonder the angel Gabriel in Luke (1:26-33) 

told Mary to name her baby Jesus: “because He will save His peo-
ple from their sins.”   
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2021: A Fresh Start 

 
For a few days around the turn of the year, it’s traditional to take 
stock of the past twelve months and to look forward to the next 
twelve. Well: I’m glad to put 2020 behind me. The Covid infection 
has marked all our lives. For some, there’s been tragic and perma-
nent damage, the worse for being largely unforeseen and often ar-
bitrary. For pupils and students, obtaining qualifications - and their 
value – have become a serious worry. For many, Christmas has 
been special for all the wrong reasons. And looking back, 2020 has 
taught me some lessons.  
 
The current administration in Westminster does not trust Chris-
tians. Apparently, we cannot conduct ourselves properly when 
worshipping, marrying or remembering our dead. For many weeks, 
regular services were banned - and may be again. The small num-
ber allowed to attend a wedding renders the ceremony pointless 
for many couples. Limits on funeral attendance seem equally cruel. 
It’s small consolation that other religions have to abide by the 
same constraints. 
 
St. George’s likes a challenge. By mid-March, we had closed the 
shop: no services, clubs, meetings, catering or just about anything 
“until further notice”. So we went on-line to keep in touch, and 
picked up the phone to reach those not on-line. Every week, we 
posted readings, prayers, sermons, intercessions, notices and 
news in the form of an expanded weekly Bulletin along with an 
equally expanded St.George’s Magazine. Then in June, the govern-
ment allowed “Private Prayer” in churches and within days, we set 
up twice-weekly Covid-safe sessions for this. Towards Christmas, 
we ran two highly successful and much-needed fund-raising 
events: “Steps to Bethlehem” from November, and in December 
with Pontesbury Public Library, “Light up Pontesbury”.  And 
throughout the year, we provided a live service of worship in St. 
George’s on every Sunday that we were allowed to.   
 
Being “on-line” is vital. Our website became our new “front of 
house” for everyone.  Notices after services moved to our website, 
along with the weekly Bulletin, the monthly Magazine (both in ex-
panded form). We used “Zoom” to hold our APCM and continue to 
use it for meetings and for sharing regular Sunday worship provid-
ed in the Deanery. E-mails are more useful as ever: a growing 
group receive a message every few days, keeping us up to date 
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and raising spirits. Not to mention “social media”: more than ever, 
this is a means of getting across our messages and receiving feed-
back.  All this electronic communication will continue, no matter 
how “normal” life returns to.            
 
We are blessed with a strong team of “do-ers”. Well, we knew this 
anyway – but thank goodness, all the same. Two years of Inter-
regnum taught us how to sail the ship without a captain and with 
minimal assistance from Hereford. Throughout 2020, we relied on 
the support of retired clergy to maintain regular Sunday worship, 
both in church and on-line. It’s clear to us and – we hope – to the 
Diocese, that we cannot function without these good people. And 
we leant on hard-pressed active neighbouring ministers as well, 
not least our Rural Dean to cover some services and events. But 
most of all, it’s been the time and efforts of our own Lay people 
that have kept us going. All those services, the on-line presence, 
the big fund-raising events, the phone calls and chats, and lots 
more, happened because of them. And we have gained some new 
volunteers. Thank you all!          
 
So what of this New Year? Everything to play for, surely!  At last, 
we have a Rector and we will soon be welcoming Revd. Greg 
Smith to his new home at the Deanery (see page 7). We will get to 
know each other and in time, Greg will lead us to do existing 
things better and to try new ways of mission to reach all in our 
growing community. We must accept that we cannot have him to 
ourselves and that we must share his time with the parishes in the 
Stiperstones Group – a challenge that we face and will rise to. For 
Greg to make the difference that he’s here for, we must give him 
all the support he needs. I’m really looking forward to what all this 
will bring to St. George’s. Then there’s the prospect of overcoming 
the Covid infection as more and more of us receive our vaccina-
tions.  
 
Life will never be quite the same again but it would be good to be 
able to join in when our choir sings hymns, to shake hands and 
have lots of hugs, to host marriages, experience freedom of meet-
ing who we want, where and when we want – and lots more. As 
Joni Mitchell says: “You don’t know what you’ve got ‘til it’s gone”. 
After 2020, now, we do.     
 

Allen Marsden, Churchwarden 
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many darknesses of our world. 
 

     Who knows what lies ahead for us? I’m as ready to mistrust 
the predictions of those who claim religious insight as any other 
teller of the future, as I peer into the mists of 2021. But the God 
we worship is the Lord of all that is created, the Lord also of all 
time and eternity.  
 

     We cannot know what lies ahead, but we can know that God 
knows, and if we are living and persevering in faith, then we are 
travelling both with him and towards him. In the words of St Pat-
rick’s breastplate, “Christ be with me, Christ within me, Christ be-
hind me, Christ before me, Christ beside me, Christ to win me, 
Christ to comfort and restore me.” 

 
May you know his blessing this new Year of Our Lord.                   

Bill Rowell  

High Days and Holy Days 

1st January  The naming of Jesus 
 
Matthew and Luke tell how the angel instructed that Mary’s baby 
was to be named Jesus - a common name meaning ‘saviour’. The 
Church recalls the naming of Jesus on 1stJanuary - eight days after 
25thDecember (by the Jewish way of reckoning days).  In Jewish 
tradition, the male babies were circumcised and named on their 
eighth day of life. 
 
For early Christians, the name of Jesus held a special significance. 
In Jewish tradition, names expressed aspects of personality. Jesus’ 
name permeated His ministry, and it does so today: we are bap-
tised in the name of Jesus (Acts 2:38), we are justified through 
the name of Jesus (1 Cor 6:11); and God the Father has given Je-
sus a name above all others (Phil 2:9). All Christian prayer is 
through ‘Jesus Christ our Lord’, and it is ‘at the name of Jesus’ 
that one day every knee shall bow. 
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Deanery of Pontesbury 

DEANERY NEWS 

Rural Dean: The Revd Bill Rowell 
telephone:  01938 552064   •   email:  wkrowell@btinternet.com 

All kinds of people make predictions at the start of a new year. 
Some claim some kind of second sight or divine foreknowledge, 
others claim expertise in the field of - say - politics, economics,  
science and technology, or maybe meteorology. And while some 
may get it more right (or less wrong) than others, I wouldn’t want 
to try my hand at predicting the events of this particular New Year. 
 

     For who knows what lies ahead for us? There is a shimmer of 
light at the end of the Covid tunnel, but a fair way to go yet before 
we can really feel safe, and even then, what will the new normal 
really be like? Add Brexit into the mix, and any economic and em-
ployment forecast has got to be at best highly provisional. On the 
other side of the pond, a new president takes office on 20th of this 
month, but as I wrote these words an estimated 88% of Trump 
voters were persisting in their belief - or his belief - that the elec-
tion was stolen from him, and that does not bode well for the     
future of what is supposed to be the world’s leading democratic  
nation. 
 

     At the time when the people of Israel were being deported to   
Babylon, the prophet Jeremiah had these words of God for them 
(Jer 29.5-6) “Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat 
the produce; marry wives and raise families . . .” In other words, 
when the road is rough, keep going, persevere, and don’t give up. 
When times are uncertain and the way ahead is unclear, the Lord 
is still the Lord, and those with faith must continue in faith. 
 

     New Year’s Day is in the Church calendar, being the eighth day  
after the birth of Christ, the feast of the Naming and Circumcision 
of Jesus. And for the Church everywhere, as one of the strangest 
years we have known comes to its close and is replaced with      
another that might well be just as difficult, just as challenging,  
certainly just as hard to predict, we shall go forward by taking as 
our own the name of Jesus. In our praise and prayer, and in our 
witness and service, our task in this as in every New Year is to pro-
claim his kingdom, to share his love, and to be lights against the 

Thought for the Month. 
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Look who’s coming to St. George’s … 

Revd. Greg Smith: our new Rector 

Greg and Fran in the centre,                                            
with their son, daughter-in-law and grandson. 
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Looking at GOD 

Canon Paul Hardingham finds the wise men’s gifts to be of help to us now. 
 

Epiphany for today 
 
This month we celebrate Epiphany, when we remember the Magi 
from the East who followed a star to find the baby Jesus: ‘Where is 
the one who has been born king of the Jews?’ (Matthew 2:1).  
 
At the start of a New Year, amid the uncertainty of the pandemic, 
are we asking the same question? The gifts they offered show us 
how we can find Him in the uncertainty of the coming year: ‘they 
bowed down and worshipped Him…and presented Him with gifts of 
gold, frankincense and myrrh.’ (2:11). 
 
The gift of gold reflects that the Magi saw in the baby a king, des-
tined to rule over us all. In this coming year we need to remember 
that Jesus is on the throne, the seat of power and authority in the 
whole universe. Will we crown Him king of our lives and dedicate all 
that we are and do to Him? 
 
The gift of frankincense reflects that the visitors saw not just an 
earthly king, but God in human flesh. Incense symbolises the pray-
ers of God’s people and so this gift reminds us that God is worthy 
of our worship and prayer. Will we offer our praise and prayer, as 
we seek God to guide us through the uncertainties of this time? 
 
The gift of myrrh reflects that these astrologers saw beyond the 
baby’s birth and life, to His death which would secure life for all. 
Jesus was offered myrrh on the cross and was a spice used in His 
tomb. As we face the sufferings of this New Year, we can be confi-
dent that Jesus knows and understands our experience. Are we 
ready to trust Him? 
 
‘Glorious now behold Him arise, King and God and Sacrifice! Heav’n 
sings Hallelujah: Hallelujah the earth replies.’ (‘We Three Kings’). 
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burga. 
Rather more enjoyable than my sermons (at least to me!) are my 
‘Dean’s Delight’ evenings, where I’ve brought to parishes and 
deaneries an evening of music, singing, poetry and generally 
‘larking about’. It’s my honest opinion that we often see more of 
God in humour than we realise. And so often, these ‘one- man 
band’ musical evenings have enabled parishes to raise valuable 
funds. I looked through my list of such evenings the other day and 
found – Cradley, Ledbury, Eastnor, Ross, Much Wenlock, Alber-
bury, Cound, Acton Scott, Rushbury, and many others. At these, 
and so many places, I found wonderful, warm, caring communities 
– communities who loved their church buildings and the people 
who came to them. 
 

   Yes, indeed, it is the ‘family’ of our diocese that I shall remem-
ber so well – and I shall continue to give thanks for the privilege of 
being part of our story and pilgrimage together. 
 

   But I’m not quite leaving the diocese! My retirement home will 
be in Presteigne, a place I’ve always loved and of course, one of 
the 15 Welsh parishes which chose to stay in the Church of Eng-
land at Disestablishment 100 years ago. So I shall be retiring to a 
different country but remaining in the same diocese – there’s the 
strange and quirky nature of the Church of England! 
Thank you all – parish clergy, College of Canons, wardens, congre-
gations - for the wonderful way you’ve supported the cathedral 
and its dean. I wish you every happiness and success in the future 
as we work together to make Our Lord known and loved among 
us. 

God bless you all 

Michael  

A prayer by Karl Barth (1886 – 1968).  a prominent Protestant theologian 
who spent much of his life resisting the Nazi movement, so knew a thing 
or two about entering a New Year undaunted by troubles all around him.   
 

O Lord, our Father! At the turn of the year… our hearts are filled with 
sombre thoughts… our ears are deafened by the voices of the radio and 
the newspapers, with their numerous predictions for the coming year. 
Instead we want to hear Your word, Your voice, Your assurance, Your 

guidance.  We know that You are in our midst, and are eager to give us 
all that we need, whether we ask or not. 

 

…We ask for one thing only: that you collect our scattered thoughts, get-
ting rid of the confused and defiant thoughts that may distract us, and 
thus enable us to concentrate on your limitless generosity to us.  You 

were abundantly generous to us last year, and will be no less generous to 
us next year, and in every year to come.  Fill us with gratitude to you. 
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Watch and listen on YouTube to the  
various videos produced for our diocese. 

               THE DIOCESE OF HEREFORD       January 2021  

   In the introduction to a diocesan history, written in 1888, the au-
thor speaks of Hereford diocese and its characteristics. He says 
that, while it may not be as ‘grand’ as some and small in popula-
tion, it nevertheless ‘is expressed to us in the notion of a family ra-
ther than of a great community.’ The writer goes on to speak of 
our diocese as one ‘containing elements more amenable to kindly 
personal influence and more favourable to individual direction of 
character’. 
In many ways, those words written all those years ago, still hold 
true today.  
 

   We are a family and I’ve always been conscious of that through-
out my almost nineteen years as dean. We’ve tried to emphasise 
the role of the cathedral as ‘Mother Church’ and one of my great 
joys has been to see the cathedral shared by the parishes of the 
diocese: 

 
 pilgrim walks, culminating at the shrine of St Thomas. 
And perhaps my greatest joy has been to see the Order of St Ethel-
bert established. In the four years of its existence, over 100 people 
from the diocese have been honoured at a special service in the 
cathedral –wonderful examples of Christian ministry whose service 
so deserves to be recognised and celebrated. We weren’t able to 
hold the ceremony in 2020, but God willing, 2021 will see its re-
sumption. 
 

    Apart from these events, welcoming communities to the cathe-
dral, it has been a great joy for me to preach in churches through-
out the diocese. My last such visit, before the March lockdown was 
to Holy Trinity, Much Wenlock where we celebrated their saint, Mil-

 regular deanery visits for service and supper in College Hall. 

 regular curate training days, introducing our clergy to the life of the 
cathedral. 

 big diocesan events – ordinations, Thy Kingdom Come. 

From the Dean of Hereford Cathedral,                                           
the Very Rev. Michael Tavinor 
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Lester Amann considers the visit of the Wise Men. 
 

Where do we go from here? 
 
Perhaps this was a question the Wise Men asked after seeing the 
infant Jesus. They had come from a distant land to Jerusalem. 
They had followed a star and expected to see a royal child. Now in 
Bethlehem, they saw things differently. No doubt, Mary and Joseph 
shared with these men their recent experiences and knew God was 
with them. Now the Magi had to have eyes of faith to recognise 
that this child was God in the flesh. 
 
On 6th January many churches will celebrate Epiphany. On this day 
we remember the Eastern Men bringing their gifts to Jesus. The 
word ‘epiphany’ describes their ‘revelation’ or ‘insight’ that this was 
no ordinary baby. Who could they tell? Not King Herod. They had a 
dream warning them to return home a different way. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Their return to familiar surroundings was going to be different. 
They couldn’t be silent about what they had experienced. Their 
lives were now changed. On returning home they faced new cir-
cumstances and challenges. 
 
Doesn’t this sound a bit familiar to us today? The Covid-19 pan-
demic has affected all of us in one way or another. Where do we 
go from here? We have celebrated our Lord’s birth, but now we are 
returning to our previous activities. The festive break is over, and 
we are returning to changed, very difficult circumstances.  
 
We go into a New Year that is so different from this time last year. 
While we might be downcast with all the upsets around us, there is 
one thing that has not changed. 
 
It is almighty God! He is our rock. We can look to Him in this world 
of confusion and uncertainty. Perhaps, from now on, we shall be 
worshipping and serving Him in different ways. So, with the chal-
lenges that lie ahead, let’s continually seek His guidance. 
 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own un-
derstanding…and He will make your paths straight. (Proverbs 3:5-6)      
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Here, Canon Paul Hardingham considers the disappointment of life going 
wrong. 

Overcoming disappointment 
 
‘We must accept finite disappointment, but never lose infinite 
hope.’ (Martin Luther King, Jr). 
 
During this current pandemic, one of the dominant emotions is 
disappointment. It comes out of our expectations of life, even as 
people of faith. The lifestory that we adopt for ourselves is that life 
should be long and healthy; we can become anything we want, 
and we have perfect families, homes, holidays and retirement! No 
wonder we’re disappointed when things don’t work out like this, 
especially during the pandemic. 
 
Jesus tells the story of a wealthy farmer, living the good life (Luke: 
12:13-21), when God says: 'You fool! This very night your life will 
be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared 
for yourself?' It’s a very modern story, as this farmer’s expecta-
tions of the future took no account of death or God. Like death, 
there are unexpected moments that interrupt our life story, includ-
ing illness, redundancy, divorce, or the pandemic.  
 
If we pay more attention to how Covid upsets us, we can discern 
where we have set our hearts. What lifestory are we really living 
for? What are our expectations for work, family and friends, 
health, God or church?  
 
At the end of His parable, Jesus offers this challenge: ‘This is how 
it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not 
rich toward God.’ (21). At the beginning of a New Year, are we 
ready to align our story more to God’s story for us? Reflect on Je-
sus’ parable, asking how God can be at the heart of our life story. 
 
What words would we like to see written on our gravestone when 
we die, describing the way that we’ve lived our life? With God’s 
help, those words can reflect our life today! 
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Power 
In 2 Timothy the apostle Paul encourages his friend to ‘fan into 
flame the gift of God’ that is in him. I am thankful that scientists 
like Francis are using their own particular talents to understand 
this virus, and to help prevent or treat infection. The things they 
discover are not just useful, but at times they can also display the 
beauty and wonder of God’s creation. 
 
Love 
A scientist shows their love for God, for people and for the rest of 
creation through their work in the lab. One scientist described his 
experiences to me: “I study God’s fingerprints in His creation to 
learn more of Him and the world He placed us in and to learn how 
we should take care of it and each other…I pray for inspiration and 
insight into how His creation works…and that He provides the op-
portunities to give the glory to Him.” 
 
Self-Control 
It is largely our own and others’ selfish actions that can turn one 
animal’s friendly virus into our own species’ personal nightmare. 
Thankfully Jesus’ suffering, death and resurrection are the solution 
to evil. Our ultimate and certain hope is that one day all Creation 
will be renewed. We can also have hope for today, that God is with 
us in our suffering. When we respond in positive ways to painful 
events, that is evidence that Jesus is alive and working in our 
lives.  
 
Science will not solve all our problems, but with God’s help and 
wisdom we can use the tools of science to serve him and love oth-
ers. Let’s pray together for the strength to cope, and for an end to 
this pandemic.  

A Few QUOTES looking forward to 2021 :  

 
The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord,                                      

and he delights in His way. -Psalm 37:23 
 

In all your ways acknowledge Him,                                                           
and He shall direct your paths. - Proverbs 3:6 

 
Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God.                        

- Corrie ten Boom 
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God in the Sciences 

fascinated by light and shadows cast by a candle or a lantern. Here 
the artist shows the candlelight illuminating the face of the child 
Jesus who will grow up to the Light of the world. 
 
As this New Year begins, we can think back to the light from the 
Bethlehem manger we celebrated at Christmas. We can look ahead 
to the light shining from the adult Jesus through His teaching and 
healing. Here in these hidden years, we can celebrate the light of 
wisdom and divine favour, as Luke calls them, shining on the face 
of the child Jesus. We pray for that light to guide us through this 
New Year. When the way ahead may look dark and uncertain, let 
us pray that God’s light will make clear the path ahead. 
 
The graphic is a faithful photographic reproduction of a two-
dimensional, public domain work of art.  It can be found at: 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
File:Georges_de_La_Tour._St._Joseph,_the_Carpenter.JPG 

… written by Dr Ruth M Bancewicz, Church Engagement Director at The 
Faraday Institute for Science and Religion in Cambridge.  
 

A Scientist’s Letter to the UK Church:                           

Power, love and self-control 
 
I want to share a message of hope that Christians in the sciences 
around the world can bring to the church. Dr Francis Collins, who 
leads medical research in the US, spoke earlier in the pandemic 
about his faith and his hope in God to help us through this time. 
He expressed the grief that so many are experiencing, described 
an intensity of scientific work he has never experienced before, 
and shared his conviction that he is in exactly the right place just 
now - serving God with science. He is holding on tight to the words 
of Paul in 2 Timothy 1:7, ‘for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of 
power and love and self-control.’  
 

 11 

 

The Fourth Gift 
 
The fourth gift they had was 
Wisdom, 
The one they needed for themselves 
And the world. 
 
Wisdom 
To leave the familiar 
In search of a new security 
More precious than the gifts they gave. 
 
Wisdom 
To discover, in the starlit child, 
A significance above 
Gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
 
Wisdom 
And the eyes of faith 
To receive God’s showing 
Of His Son. 
 
The gifts we read about 
Were three, 
But the fourth gift they had was 
Wisdom. 
 
By Daphne Kitching 



12 

This article is based on a recent feature by Paul Valler, Chair of the Lon-
don Institute for Contemporary Christianity Board. 
 

How many more waves? 
 
As the days are dark, and winter still stretches ahead, many of us 
find the prospect of more restrictions for months to come even 
harder than when we first went into lockdown. 
After nine months of coronavirus, we are emotionally drained. We 
are financially drained.  We are lonely, depressed, frightened, and 
facing deep uncertainty, from job losses to health problems to re-
lationship breakdown. We are running out of steam, and the virus 
is still going strong.   
 
There is a strong parallel in all this with the ancient book of Job 
and his experience of loss and pain. Like Job, we are discovering 
that we are not always entitled to health, wealth, and happiness; 
and like Job our suffering inexplicably goes on and on. Like the 
irritating moralising of Job’s comforters, the constant critique of 
the media only seems to make things worse. And, like Job, our 
minds are incapable of totally grasping the meaning of all this suf-
fering. We need hope. 
 
Job was deprived of everything, yet even in his despair he never 
lost his belief that God was there. Occasionally an indestructible 
hope burst forth like a ray of light in the darkness of his pain. “I 
know that my redeemer lives, and that in the end He will stand on 
the earth. And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I 
will see God.’ (Job 19:26).  
 
But the truly transformative moment for Job came when, instead 
of seeing his situation in front of God, he finally saw God in front 
of his situation. Then, even in the intensity of his suffering, the 
greatness of the Almighty eclipsed the problem. That is the reve-
lation we need. 
 
In this sad and weary time lament is therapeutic, and we can be 
completely real with our Father in Heaven. Yet in our lament, the 
path to rekindling true hope lies in the possibility of focusing on 
the character and immensity of God. Greater is He that is in us 
than the pandemic that is in the world.   
 
Join in with the ancient words of Psalm 42: ‘Why are you down-
cast O my soul? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in 
God, for I will yet praise Him, my Saviour and my God.’ 
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God in the Arts 

The Revd Michael Burgess continues his 
series on God in the Arts with a look at   
‘St Joseph the Carpenter’ by Georges de la 
Tour. It now hangs in The Louvre in Paris.   
 
The hidden years  
 
When St Paul wrote about the birth and 
humanity of Jesus to the Philippians, 
he described it as an emptying and a 
humbling. Jesus humbled Himself, he 
wrote, ‘and became obedient to the 
point of death, even death on a cross.’ 
In obedience and love Jesus followed 
the will of His Father through His min-
istry from baptism to the cross and 
Easter beyond. 
 
But what about that period called ‘the hidden years’, after the Holy 
Family’s return from Egypt? The Gospels tell us of only one event 
in that period leading up to adulthood: the pilgrimage to Jerusalem 
when Jesus was 12. For the rest of those 30 years, He lived with 
Mary and Joseph ‘growing in wisdom and in divine and human fa-
vour.’ Just as He followed His heavenly Father’s will in His ministry, 
so in these growing years He followed the guidance and teaching 
of Mary and Joseph. 
 
This month’s painting highlights one moment in those years of 
growth: ‘St Joseph the Carpenter’ by Georges de la Tour. 
‘Highlights’ is the right word, because this painting captures the 
strong contrast of light and darkness. Georges de la Tour lived 
from 1593 to 1652 in Lorraine. He was part of a Franciscan-led re-
vival in that area, and this work from the 1640s captures St Joseph 
and the Christ-Child with Franciscan tenderness and insight.  
 
We can see the tools of Joseph’s trade on the ground. He leans 
over them, hard at work on a piece of wood. Jesus is sitting by his 
side, his face lit by the candle, which lights up the carpenter’s 
shop. As well as contrasting light and dark, there is the contrast of 
young and old, and the thought that the child learning from the old 
man is also the one who can teach us. De la Tour was particularly 
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sisters, spanning different gen-
erations, Church traditions, 
countries and continents. In 
their diversity the sisters are a 
living parable of communion.  
 

Each year Christian Aid provides 
the ‘Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity’ with ‘Go and Do’ action 

points for each of the daily re-
flections – linking into the im-
portant work of Christian Aid in 
the relief of poverty and advoca-
cy of justice. 
 

More at:  https://ctbi.org.uk/go-and-do
-week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-
2021/ 

80 years ago, on 5thJanuary 1941 that Amy Johnson, pioneering 
British aviator, drowned in the Thames Estuary, aged 37. She had 
bailed out after her plane ran out of fuel and crashed in adverse 
weather conditions. 

It was 125 years ago, on 28th January 1896, that Walter Arnold 
of Kent became the first person in the world to be convicted of 
speeding. The speed limit was 2mph at the time, and a man carry-
ing a red flag had to walk in front of the vehicle. But one day Mr 
Arnold took off at 8mph, without a flag bearer. He was chased by 
a policeman on a bicycle for five miles, arrested, and fined one 
shilling. 
 

Mr Arnold was four times over the rather modest 2mph limit in the 
streets of Paddock Wood, near Tunbridge Wells in Kent. To 
achieve this feat today, a driver in most towns or cities would 
have to be travelling at over 100mph, which is probably a bit ex-
cessive. 
 

The speed limit was changed later that same year to 14mph, but 
there is no record of Mr Arnold getting his money back. Nor is 
there any evidence that he was endangering life and limb, which 
used to be the criterion: the 1832 Stage Carriage Act introduced 
the offence of endangering someone’s safety by "furious driving”. 

LOOKING BACK 

500 years ago, on 3rd January 1521 that German Protestant re-
former Martin Luther was excommunicated from the Roman Cath-
olic Church by Pope Leo X after he refused to recant his writings. 
A few weeks later, on 23rd January, the Diet of Worms was called 
by the Holy Roman Empire and ran until 25th May. This imperial 
assembly culminated in the Edict of the Diet of Worms, which 
branded Martin Luther as a heretic, and banned his writings. 
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Looking at Church 

Five things I’d like to see in 2021 
 
I keep hearing people say that 2020 was a ‘year like no other.’ 
Friends have been writing a special journal recording the year, so 
they can pass it on to their grandchildren. Others just want to 
leave 2020 behind and look to a happier new year. 
Both reactions are completely understandable. But I’ve been look-
ing ahead to 2021 and thinking about the five top things I’d like to 
see in the year ahead. I wonder if you’ll agree with them or not? 
Maybe you could put together your own list. 
 
Let’s make sure the vaccines are distributed fairly and 
speedily. Those who need the vaccine most urgently should re-
ceive it first, with a fair system for ensuring everyone else can be 
vaccinated quickly and efficiently. We need to ensure that every-
one receives the vaccine wherever they live in the world – from the 
poorest to the richest. Especially, in those parts of the world where 
there is war, and people are living as refugees. 
 
Let’s learn the lessons of the pandemic – not just going back 
to how life was, as quickly as possible. Many of us learnt to appre-
ciate our family so very much more – especially when we could not 
be with them for months on end. We learnt lessons about how im-
portant our neighbours and local businesses are, how precious our 
NHS, medical researchers, care providers and other frontline work-
ers are. Let’s not forget them. 
 
Let’s value nature. Those of us with gardens, or with parks or 
fields nearby, have been massively blessed. I’ve learnt to pay at-
tention to birdsong, to the changing colours of the trees, and how 
unexpected plants have taken root in our garden. Pets have played 
a major part in helping us endure the lockdowns, especially for 
people who live alone. May we all learn to value the natural world 
on our doorsteps in the year ahead and beyond. 
 
Let’s bless technology.  Without the use of the internet, meeting 
people ‘online’ or keeping in touch via email, Facetime or other 
technologies, 2020 would have been a whole lot tougher. Churches 
across the country moved their Sunday services online, and soon 
adapted to a different way of worshipping – not the same, but still 
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helping us to worship together and see familiar faces. Let’s contin-
ue to give thanks for the science that made that contact possible 
in 2020. 
 
Let’s value our church family. Imperfect we may be, like any 
family. But the months without being physically able to worship 
with them, share communion with them, sing alongside them have 
been hard. I value so much how many churches have risen to the 
pandemic challenge and sought to serve their communities in all 
kinds of ways. May we take all this experience into 2021 and build 
upon it. 
 
Whatever 2021 holds for you and all those that you love, I pray 
that you may know the love of God in your life, and be able to 
pass it on to others. 
 
Thoughts about the year ahead from the Revd Peter Crumpler is a 
Church of England priest in St Albans, Herts, and a former communica-
tions director for the CofE.  

 A prayer, by Daphne Kitching 
 

Dear Father God, 
 

Here we are, nervously wobbling on the brink of this New Year. 
All our hopes, expectations, plans and possibilities for last year 
stolen by the relentless pandemic.  
The landscape of our lives has been shaken and changed, Lord. 
Nothing is the same. Normality has been redefined. 2020 was a 
year like no other. How dare we move into the uncertainty of 
2021?  
 

Lord, we dare - because of the one, wonderful certainty we do 
have - that You have been with us through it all. Thank you that 
You sent Jesus to save us, to offer us that bigger reality of life for 
all eternity - if we put our trust in Him, Jesus, who never chang-
es. 
You promise that You will never leave us or forsake us. We will 
be able to navigate the challenges lie ahead, if we keep our eyes 
on Jesus, our compass; if we trust His Holy Spirit to lead us, 
however strange and unfamiliar the days of 2021 may be.  
You are with us! You are with us! You are with us! 
 

Thank you, Lord of the years, that You know and love each one of 
us, and that we are safe in Your hands. We can go forward. 
 

         In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
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He told Synod: “If we put our 
trust in God, and if we learn to 
love one another, then I believe 
we can become a simpler, hum-
bler, bolder Church, better able 
to live and share the gospel of 
Jesus Christ." 
 
 

 

World        

Leprosy Day - 

30
th

 January 

 
It is not just Covid-19 that 
makes other people want to 
avoid us. Up to three million 
people worldwide are living with 
leprosy, a disease that can sep-
arate sufferers from their loved 
ones for years.  
 
Someone is newly diagnosed 
with leprosy every two minutes, 
and millions of people suffer 
crippling deformities. 
 
Leprosy Mission was founded to 
help defeat this terrible disease, 
and to transform the lives of its 
victims. Nowadays this estab-
lished Christian charity is a glob-
al network active in 34 countries 
across the world. 15 countries 
have a high burden of leprosy; 
Leprosy Mission works in 11 of 
them. 
 
Leprosy Mission works closely 
with governments, local commu-
nities, partner health organisa-
tions, the World Health Organi-
sation, local NGOs, local church-

es, and Christian partners.   
 
And – you can help!  This month 
you can pray, make a donation, 
or even consider working with 
Leprosy Mission.    Visit https://
www.leprosymission.org/get-
involved 
 
 

 

Time to prepare for 

the Week of Prayer 

for Christian Unity:  

18
th

 – 25
th

 January 

 
This year’s Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity has been pre-
pared by the Monastic Commu-
nity of Grandchamp in Switzer-
land. The theme, “Abide in my 
love and you shall bear much 
fruit”, is based on John 15:1-17 
and expresses Grandchamp 
Community’s vocation to prayer, 
reconciliation and unity in the 
Church and the human family. 
 
For 2021, the sisters are inviting 
churches across the world to en-
ter into their tradition of prayer 
and silence that is rooted in the 
ancient traditions of the Church 
catholic. 
 
Today the community has 50 
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In the news 

We must become a 

‘simpler, humbler, 

bolder ChurCh’ - 

Archbishops  

 
The momentous events of 2020 
will have a “profound effect” on 
the future of the Church of Eng-
land and our wider society, the 
Archbishops of Canterbury and 
York have said. 
 
In a recent joint address to the 
General Synod, Archbishops 
Justin Welby and Stephen Cot-
trell said the Church of England 
must adapt and put its trust in 
God to become a “simpler, 
humbler, bolder Church." 
 
The archbishops’ comments 
came as they addressed the 
first online sitting of the Gen-
eral Synod following a legal 
change to enable it to meet re-
motely amid the coronavirus 
restrictions. 
 
They outlined how the corona-
virus pandemic and its econom-
ic fallout are providing the 
backdrop to huge social chang-
es - here and around the 
world.  
 
They also singled out how the 
Black Lives Matter movement 

had exposed the Church’s own 
failings and the need to change. 
 
Archbishop Justin told Synod: 
“2020 will be a year that regis-
ters in memory and in history. 
It can be compared with 1929, 
with 1914, with 1989.  
 
“We are aware that this is a 
year in which huge changes are 
happening in our society and 
consequently in the Church. 
 
“For let us be clear, there is no 
possibility of changes in society 
failing to have a profound effect 
on the shape, calling and expe-
rience of mission in the 
Church.” 
 
Outlining the dramatic events 
of 2020, he added: “These cri-
ses are not signs of the absence 
of God but calls to recognise 
the presence of the kingdom 
and to act in faith and courage, 
simplifying our life focusing on 
Jesus Christ, looking outwards 
to the needy and renewing in 
our cells our call to wash feet, 
to serve our society and to be 
the Church for England.” 
 
Archbishop Stephen went on to 
outline the work of groups set 
up to discern how the Church of 
England might respond and 
change in light of the recent 
challenges. 
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And best wishes from we three 
still sleeping (most of the time) ... 
George, Uncle Sam & Idris. 

 
Here we are again! Although not quite as usual! Due to Covid-19, 
we weren’t able to enjoy our Christmas Tree Festival but, in its 

place, we experienced ‘Light Up Pontesbury’ when 
lots of people decorated their businesses and 
houses to light the village up in delightful Christ-
mas displays. We enjoyed a Service of Lessons 
and Carols, Crib Service, Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day Services when, although only our 
choir were able to sing, we were glad of the Good 
News of the birth of a special baby. 
 

Here we are in a New Year, 2021. In the past year we have had to 
leave aside many activities, such a Little Dragons, Messy Church, 
Friday Club and even many of the church services.  Now we live in 
hope that they all may be reinstated in the coming months. Sever-
al of our congregation members have been involved in new tasks 
such as leading services and keeping Members in contact with one 
another.  Our Church Wardens and PCC have worked hard to en-
sure continuity, and our choir, despite that lack of a regular organ-
ist, have done much to keep their area of expertise alive and well.  
 
Thus, time passes and we look forward to an increasingly wonder-
ful, happy and fulfilling New Year, enlivened by the arrival of our 
new Rector, Reverend Greg Smith and his wife, Fran. We look for-
ward to their arrival in February and hope that they will soon feel 
at home amongst us. 
 
Sending you every good wish for the New Year  
and for many years to come,  
Val Butterworth 
 
 
 

This Photo by Un- 

http://thefunstons.com/?p=6161
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Your Puzzle for this month …  

Calculate your next 
Travel Destination 
 

1. Choose a number between 1 and 9.     
 
2. Multiply your number by 3. 
 
3. Add 3. 
 
4. Multiply by 3 again 
 
5. If you have a 2-digit number, 
    add the digits together. 
 
6. The number you are left with is where 
    you are travelling to! 
 
 
               Have a Happy Holiday! 

1. Japan 
2. Hawaii 
3. Paris 
4. Bali 
5. Australia 
6. Barbados 
7. Italy 
8. Kenya 
9. Stay Home 
10. Cuba 
11. New York 
12. Jamaica 
13. Greece 
14. Thailand 
15. The Maldives 

And finally a couple of SMILES... 
 
Left behind 
Shortly after the funeral of a local wealthy man, two friends were 

discussing the Will. “How much did he leave?” wondered one.                           
His friend thought a moment, and ventured:  

“Well, I suppose, everything!”  
Response 

The mother of a lively youngster was struggling to get him into   
his pyjamas one night.  “Jamie, lift up your arms!” she said.  To 

which the child promptly replied: “We lift them up unto the Lord!” 
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Looking at Your COMMUNITY 

PONTESBURY MUHEZA LINK 
 
The work of this link is still continuing in 
spite of the pandemic. Sadly there has 
been no Update Meeting or other events 
in 2020 and in the present climate we 
dare not plan any thing for the immediate 
future. We thank all our supporters who have continued to donate 
during the year.  
Some really sad news was the loss of one of our valuable Trustees.  
Elizabeth Dennis died earlier in the year; supporters will remember 
her as the lady on the plant stall who was so knowledgeable, and 
you may have visited their lovely garden in Snailbeach. She served 
the committee loyally for over 20 years. 
 

The Village Health Workers scheme that we have supported over 
many years was sadly discontinued early in 2019, due to changes 
in Tanzanian government regulation for the registration of chari-
ties.  
 
Our focus for the near future is sponsorship of impoverished but 
clever people to pursue a career in Medicine. At present we are 
sponsoring two people to train at Muheza Nursing School. Hezroni 
started his first year in September 2019 so we are now paying for 
his second year. Hezroni has no father. The second student, Na-
than, gained good results in his Advanced Level examinations in 
July. He started his course to be a clinical officer in September 
2020. We hope to sponsor a third student in 2021. 
 

We continued to pay the salaries of Prisca and Musa, medical     
attendants at Maramba hospital. However, Musa will retire in 2021 
so we shall only pay Prisca’s salary in July 2021. 
 
We wish everyone a safer and healthier 2021, 

Sheila Waddington-Feather 
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Shrewsbury Food Bank are always grateful to receive    
monetary donations.  Look on the website for details of how 

you can help this good cause. 

https://www.barnabascommunityprojects.org/donations  

    St. George’s  PARISH VISITORS 
 

Would you, or someone you know, appreciate some help or a 
phone call? Maybe you’re feeling lonely,  isolated, in need of     

support and friendship?  
We may not be able to visit you at this time, but 

                  St. George’s Church has a team of friendly people                   
w   who would love to phone you -  

  if we can help, we  will!  
   

 Call in confidence:  
       Phone Marion Elliott  01743 792256 

St. GeorGe’S Prayer Chain  is a small group of people who 
believe that prayer can make a difference. Each person within the 
group offers daily prayer for anyone who asks for prayer.  
 

If you yourself or someone you know needs special prayer for any 
reason, please contact Mary Worrall  01743 791069.  

 

All information given is given in confidence.  
A name is enough if that is all you wish to give. 

Tearfund helping the vulnerable 
 

This past year, with coronavirus spreading in some of the world’s poorest 
communities, the UK Christian relief charity Tearfund has been busier 
than ever. 
 

Worldwide, millions of people have been locked down and unable to 
work, and thus unable to buy food. Refugees are stranded in crowded 
camps with little access to clean water or basic items like soap to protect 
themselves against the virus. 
 

Tearfund is working in more than 50 countries, and this past year alone 
has reached 1.5million people with help of various kinds.  It also installed 
1,783 hand-washing stations, distributed 83,476 hygiene kits, and sent 
out 271,790 personal hygiene messages. 
 

A Tearfund spokesman says: “We are doing all we can to stand with the 
most vulnerable people at this time. We are adapting our programmes 
and finding new ways to safely support people in need.”  
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‘LiGht up ponteSbury’ …  
  a message to OUR pontesbury community.  
 

When we at St. George’s found that after 26 years we could not 
have a Tree and Crib Festival this year, we were very upset—but 
not beaten.  The Tree Trail seemed a good thing to try, and to-
gether with the Friends of the Library it came to be.  
 

But we could not have anticipated the wonderful displays of lights, 
Santas, snowmen, reindeers, elves as well as trees etc that our 
community put up! Well done Pontesbury!  
 

We at St. George’s church want to say a really big thank you to 
every single person who contributed in any way.  We had a map 
showing 50 entries, but we should have had a map the size of a 
table to put everyone on it!  
 

The Tree Trail gave so many people a big lift, in these dark days, 
and will also have raised some money for both the Library and the                                                                                            
Church. St. George’s Church, used by the whole community, is 
struggling without the usual fund raising events to cover our costs, 
so we are grateful for your support.  
 

Thank you for starting this Christmas season with such a bright 
light: May this light shine as the light of Christ to take us to cele-
brate his birth.  May we wish the whole community a Happy 
Christmas and a peaceful and better New Year. 

Mary Worrall and Allen Marsden (Church Wardens).  

WaLk to bethLehem ( … and back!) 
 

When I first thought I would walk virtually to Bethlehem, folks 
laughed. So I suggested that they join in and we could walk the 
6,000,000 steps together.  
 

I am pleased to report that we are all are safely back, having 

walked over 13,577,338 steps (nearly 14 million), to Bethle-
hem and back home again. Our thanks go to all who have contrib-
uted in any way, walking, encouraging, or giving to this adventure.  
 

I am hoping to reach £2,000 which will be shared between St, 
George’s Church and The Severn Hospice.  We have received, at 
the time of writing in mid December, £1,650. There is still time for 
other money to be given in and for other people to donate.    
Please contact Gerald Worrall, St. George’s Church treasurer.    
01743791069 

Thank you all. Mary Worrall 

https://www.barnabascommunityprojects.org/donations
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than, gained good results in his Advanced Level examinations in 
July. He started his course to be a clinical officer in September 
2020. We hope to sponsor a third student in 2021. 
 

We continued to pay the salaries of Prisca and Musa, medical     
attendants at Maramba hospital. However, Musa will retire in 2021 
so we shall only pay Prisca’s salary in July 2021. 
 
We wish everyone a safer and healthier 2021, 

Sheila Waddington-Feather 
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Your Puzzle for this month …  

Calculate your next 
Travel Destination 
 

1. Choose a number between 1 and 9.     
 
2. Multiply your number by 3. 
 
3. Add 3. 
 
4. Multiply by 3 again 
 
5. If you have a 2-digit number, 
    add the digits together. 
 
6. The number you are left with is where 
    you are travelling to! 
 
 
               Have a Happy Holiday! 

1. Japan 
2. Hawaii 
3. Paris 
4. Bali 
5. Australia 
6. Barbados 
7. Italy 
8. Kenya 
9. Stay Home 
10. Cuba 
11. New York 
12. Jamaica 
13. Greece 
14. Thailand 
15. The Maldives 

And finally a couple of SMILES... 
 
Left behind 
Shortly after the funeral of a local wealthy man, two friends were 

discussing the Will. “How much did he leave?” wondered one.                           
His friend thought a moment, and ventured:  

“Well, I suppose, everything!”  
Response 

The mother of a lively youngster was struggling to get him into   
his pyjamas one night.  “Jamie, lift up your arms!” she said.  To 

which the child promptly replied: “We lift them up unto the Lord!” 
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In the news 

We must become a 

‘simpler, humbler, 

bolder ChurCh’ - 

Archbishops  

 
The momentous events of 2020 
will have a “profound effect” on 
the future of the Church of Eng-
land and our wider society, the 
Archbishops of Canterbury and 
York have said. 
 
In a recent joint address to the 
General Synod, Archbishops 
Justin Welby and Stephen Cot-
trell said the Church of England 
must adapt and put its trust in 
God to become a “simpler, 
humbler, bolder Church." 
 
The archbishops’ comments 
came as they addressed the 
first online sitting of the Gen-
eral Synod following a legal 
change to enable it to meet re-
motely amid the coronavirus 
restrictions. 
 
They outlined how the corona-
virus pandemic and its econom-
ic fallout are providing the 
backdrop to huge social chang-
es - here and around the 
world.  
 
They also singled out how the 
Black Lives Matter movement 

had exposed the Church’s own 
failings and the need to change. 
 
Archbishop Justin told Synod: 
“2020 will be a year that regis-
ters in memory and in history. 
It can be compared with 1929, 
with 1914, with 1989.  
 
“We are aware that this is a 
year in which huge changes are 
happening in our society and 
consequently in the Church. 
 
“For let us be clear, there is no 
possibility of changes in society 
failing to have a profound effect 
on the shape, calling and expe-
rience of mission in the 
Church.” 
 
Outlining the dramatic events 
of 2020, he added: “These cri-
ses are not signs of the absence 
of God but calls to recognise 
the presence of the kingdom 
and to act in faith and courage, 
simplifying our life focusing on 
Jesus Christ, looking outwards 
to the needy and renewing in 
our cells our call to wash feet, 
to serve our society and to be 
the Church for England.” 
 
Archbishop Stephen went on to 
outline the work of groups set 
up to discern how the Church of 
England might respond and 
change in light of the recent 
challenges. 
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And best wishes from we three 
still sleeping (most of the time) ... 
George, Uncle Sam & Idris. 

 
Here we are again! Although not quite as usual! Due to Covid-19, 
we weren’t able to enjoy our Christmas Tree Festival but, in its 

place, we experienced ‘Light Up Pontesbury’ when 
lots of people decorated their businesses and 
houses to light the village up in delightful Christ-
mas displays. We enjoyed a Service of Lessons 
and Carols, Crib Service, Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day Services when, although only our 
choir were able to sing, we were glad of the Good 
News of the birth of a special baby. 
 

Here we are in a New Year, 2021. In the past year we have had to 
leave aside many activities, such a Little Dragons, Messy Church, 
Friday Club and even many of the church services.  Now we live in 
hope that they all may be reinstated in the coming months. Sever-
al of our congregation members have been involved in new tasks 
such as leading services and keeping Members in contact with one 
another.  Our Church Wardens and PCC have worked hard to en-
sure continuity, and our choir, despite that lack of a regular organ-
ist, have done much to keep their area of expertise alive and well.  
 
Thus, time passes and we look forward to an increasingly wonder-
ful, happy and fulfilling New Year, enlivened by the arrival of our 
new Rector, Reverend Greg Smith and his wife, Fran. We look for-
ward to their arrival in February and hope that they will soon feel 
at home amongst us. 
 
Sending you every good wish for the New Year  
and for many years to come,  
Val Butterworth 
 
 
 

This Photo by Un- 
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helping us to worship together and see familiar faces. Let’s contin-
ue to give thanks for the science that made that contact possible 
in 2020. 
 
Let’s value our church family. Imperfect we may be, like any 
family. But the months without being physically able to worship 
with them, share communion with them, sing alongside them have 
been hard. I value so much how many churches have risen to the 
pandemic challenge and sought to serve their communities in all 
kinds of ways. May we take all this experience into 2021 and build 
upon it. 
 
Whatever 2021 holds for you and all those that you love, I pray 
that you may know the love of God in your life, and be able to 
pass it on to others. 
 
Thoughts about the year ahead from the Revd Peter Crumpler is a 
Church of England priest in St Albans, Herts, and a former communica-
tions director for the CofE.  

 A prayer, by Daphne Kitching 
 

Dear Father God, 
 

Here we are, nervously wobbling on the brink of this New Year. 
All our hopes, expectations, plans and possibilities for last year 
stolen by the relentless pandemic.  
The landscape of our lives has been shaken and changed, Lord. 
Nothing is the same. Normality has been redefined. 2020 was a 
year like no other. How dare we move into the uncertainty of 
2021?  
 

Lord, we dare - because of the one, wonderful certainty we do 
have - that You have been with us through it all. Thank you that 
You sent Jesus to save us, to offer us that bigger reality of life for 
all eternity - if we put our trust in Him, Jesus, who never chang-
es. 
You promise that You will never leave us or forsake us. We will 
be able to navigate the challenges lie ahead, if we keep our eyes 
on Jesus, our compass; if we trust His Holy Spirit to lead us, 
however strange and unfamiliar the days of 2021 may be.  
You are with us! You are with us! You are with us! 
 

Thank you, Lord of the years, that You know and love each one of 
us, and that we are safe in Your hands. We can go forward. 
 

         In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
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He told Synod: “If we put our 
trust in God, and if we learn to 
love one another, then I believe 
we can become a simpler, hum-
bler, bolder Church, better able 
to live and share the gospel of 
Jesus Christ." 
 
 

 

World        

Leprosy Day - 

30
th

 January 

 
It is not just Covid-19 that 
makes other people want to 
avoid us. Up to three million 
people worldwide are living with 
leprosy, a disease that can sep-
arate sufferers from their loved 
ones for years.  
 
Someone is newly diagnosed 
with leprosy every two minutes, 
and millions of people suffer 
crippling deformities. 
 
Leprosy Mission was founded to 
help defeat this terrible disease, 
and to transform the lives of its 
victims. Nowadays this estab-
lished Christian charity is a glob-
al network active in 34 countries 
across the world. 15 countries 
have a high burden of leprosy; 
Leprosy Mission works in 11 of 
them. 
 
Leprosy Mission works closely 
with governments, local commu-
nities, partner health organisa-
tions, the World Health Organi-
sation, local NGOs, local church-

es, and Christian partners.   
 
And – you can help!  This month 
you can pray, make a donation, 
or even consider working with 
Leprosy Mission.    Visit https://
www.leprosymission.org/get-
involved 
 
 

 

Time to prepare for 

the Week of Prayer 

for Christian Unity:  

18
th

 – 25
th

 January 

 
This year’s Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity has been pre-
pared by the Monastic Commu-
nity of Grandchamp in Switzer-
land. The theme, “Abide in my 
love and you shall bear much 
fruit”, is based on John 15:1-17 
and expresses Grandchamp 
Community’s vocation to prayer, 
reconciliation and unity in the 
Church and the human family. 
 
For 2021, the sisters are inviting 
churches across the world to en-
ter into their tradition of prayer 
and silence that is rooted in the 
ancient traditions of the Church 
catholic. 
 
Today the community has 50 

https://www.leprosymission.org/get-involved
https://www.leprosymission.org/get-involved
https://www.leprosymission.org/get-involved
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sisters, spanning different gen-
erations, Church traditions, 
countries and continents. In 
their diversity the sisters are a 
living parable of communion.  
 

Each year Christian Aid provides 
the ‘Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity’ with ‘Go and Do’ action 

points for each of the daily re-
flections – linking into the im-
portant work of Christian Aid in 
the relief of poverty and advoca-
cy of justice. 
 

More at:  https://ctbi.org.uk/go-and-do
-week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-
2021/ 

80 years ago, on 5thJanuary 1941 that Amy Johnson, pioneering 
British aviator, drowned in the Thames Estuary, aged 37. She had 
bailed out after her plane ran out of fuel and crashed in adverse 
weather conditions. 

It was 125 years ago, on 28th January 1896, that Walter Arnold 
of Kent became the first person in the world to be convicted of 
speeding. The speed limit was 2mph at the time, and a man carry-
ing a red flag had to walk in front of the vehicle. But one day Mr 
Arnold took off at 8mph, without a flag bearer. He was chased by 
a policeman on a bicycle for five miles, arrested, and fined one 
shilling. 
 

Mr Arnold was four times over the rather modest 2mph limit in the 
streets of Paddock Wood, near Tunbridge Wells in Kent. To 
achieve this feat today, a driver in most towns or cities would 
have to be travelling at over 100mph, which is probably a bit ex-
cessive. 
 

The speed limit was changed later that same year to 14mph, but 
there is no record of Mr Arnold getting his money back. Nor is 
there any evidence that he was endangering life and limb, which 
used to be the criterion: the 1832 Stage Carriage Act introduced 
the offence of endangering someone’s safety by "furious driving”. 

LOOKING BACK 

500 years ago, on 3rd January 1521 that German Protestant re-
former Martin Luther was excommunicated from the Roman Cath-
olic Church by Pope Leo X after he refused to recant his writings. 
A few weeks later, on 23rd January, the Diet of Worms was called 
by the Holy Roman Empire and ran until 25th May. This imperial 
assembly culminated in the Edict of the Diet of Worms, which 
branded Martin Luther as a heretic, and banned his writings. 
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Looking at Church 

Five things I’d like to see in 2021 
 
I keep hearing people say that 2020 was a ‘year like no other.’ 
Friends have been writing a special journal recording the year, so 
they can pass it on to their grandchildren. Others just want to 
leave 2020 behind and look to a happier new year. 
Both reactions are completely understandable. But I’ve been look-
ing ahead to 2021 and thinking about the five top things I’d like to 
see in the year ahead. I wonder if you’ll agree with them or not? 
Maybe you could put together your own list. 
 
Let’s make sure the vaccines are distributed fairly and 
speedily. Those who need the vaccine most urgently should re-
ceive it first, with a fair system for ensuring everyone else can be 
vaccinated quickly and efficiently. We need to ensure that every-
one receives the vaccine wherever they live in the world – from the 
poorest to the richest. Especially, in those parts of the world where 
there is war, and people are living as refugees. 
 
Let’s learn the lessons of the pandemic – not just going back 
to how life was, as quickly as possible. Many of us learnt to appre-
ciate our family so very much more – especially when we could not 
be with them for months on end. We learnt lessons about how im-
portant our neighbours and local businesses are, how precious our 
NHS, medical researchers, care providers and other frontline work-
ers are. Let’s not forget them. 
 
Let’s value nature. Those of us with gardens, or with parks or 
fields nearby, have been massively blessed. I’ve learnt to pay at-
tention to birdsong, to the changing colours of the trees, and how 
unexpected plants have taken root in our garden. Pets have played 
a major part in helping us endure the lockdowns, especially for 
people who live alone. May we all learn to value the natural world 
on our doorsteps in the year ahead and beyond. 
 
Let’s bless technology.  Without the use of the internet, meeting 
people ‘online’ or keeping in touch via email, Facetime or other 
technologies, 2020 would have been a whole lot tougher. Churches 
across the country moved their Sunday services online, and soon 
adapted to a different way of worshipping – not the same, but still 

https://ctbi.org.uk/go-and-do-week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-2021/
https://ctbi.org.uk/go-and-do-week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-2021/
https://ctbi.org.uk/go-and-do-week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-2021/
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This article is based on a recent feature by Paul Valler, Chair of the Lon-
don Institute for Contemporary Christianity Board. 
 

How many more waves? 
 
As the days are dark, and winter still stretches ahead, many of us 
find the prospect of more restrictions for months to come even 
harder than when we first went into lockdown. 
After nine months of coronavirus, we are emotionally drained. We 
are financially drained.  We are lonely, depressed, frightened, and 
facing deep uncertainty, from job losses to health problems to re-
lationship breakdown. We are running out of steam, and the virus 
is still going strong.   
 
There is a strong parallel in all this with the ancient book of Job 
and his experience of loss and pain. Like Job, we are discovering 
that we are not always entitled to health, wealth, and happiness; 
and like Job our suffering inexplicably goes on and on. Like the 
irritating moralising of Job’s comforters, the constant critique of 
the media only seems to make things worse. And, like Job, our 
minds are incapable of totally grasping the meaning of all this suf-
fering. We need hope. 
 
Job was deprived of everything, yet even in his despair he never 
lost his belief that God was there. Occasionally an indestructible 
hope burst forth like a ray of light in the darkness of his pain. “I 
know that my redeemer lives, and that in the end He will stand on 
the earth. And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I 
will see God.’ (Job 19:26).  
 
But the truly transformative moment for Job came when, instead 
of seeing his situation in front of God, he finally saw God in front 
of his situation. Then, even in the intensity of his suffering, the 
greatness of the Almighty eclipsed the problem. That is the reve-
lation we need. 
 
In this sad and weary time lament is therapeutic, and we can be 
completely real with our Father in Heaven. Yet in our lament, the 
path to rekindling true hope lies in the possibility of focusing on 
the character and immensity of God. Greater is He that is in us 
than the pandemic that is in the world.   
 
Join in with the ancient words of Psalm 42: ‘Why are you down-
cast O my soul? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in 
God, for I will yet praise Him, my Saviour and my God.’ 
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God in the Arts 

The Revd Michael Burgess continues his 
series on God in the Arts with a look at   
‘St Joseph the Carpenter’ by Georges de la 
Tour. It now hangs in The Louvre in Paris.   
 
The hidden years  
 
When St Paul wrote about the birth and 
humanity of Jesus to the Philippians, 
he described it as an emptying and a 
humbling. Jesus humbled Himself, he 
wrote, ‘and became obedient to the 
point of death, even death on a cross.’ 
In obedience and love Jesus followed 
the will of His Father through His min-
istry from baptism to the cross and 
Easter beyond. 
 
But what about that period called ‘the hidden years’, after the Holy 
Family’s return from Egypt? The Gospels tell us of only one event 
in that period leading up to adulthood: the pilgrimage to Jerusalem 
when Jesus was 12. For the rest of those 30 years, He lived with 
Mary and Joseph ‘growing in wisdom and in divine and human fa-
vour.’ Just as He followed His heavenly Father’s will in His ministry, 
so in these growing years He followed the guidance and teaching 
of Mary and Joseph. 
 
This month’s painting highlights one moment in those years of 
growth: ‘St Joseph the Carpenter’ by Georges de la Tour. 
‘Highlights’ is the right word, because this painting captures the 
strong contrast of light and darkness. Georges de la Tour lived 
from 1593 to 1652 in Lorraine. He was part of a Franciscan-led re-
vival in that area, and this work from the 1640s captures St Joseph 
and the Christ-Child with Franciscan tenderness and insight.  
 
We can see the tools of Joseph’s trade on the ground. He leans 
over them, hard at work on a piece of wood. Jesus is sitting by his 
side, his face lit by the candle, which lights up the carpenter’s 
shop. As well as contrasting light and dark, there is the contrast of 
young and old, and the thought that the child learning from the old 
man is also the one who can teach us. De la Tour was particularly 



26 

God in the Sciences 

fascinated by light and shadows cast by a candle or a lantern. Here 
the artist shows the candlelight illuminating the face of the child 
Jesus who will grow up to the Light of the world. 
 
As this New Year begins, we can think back to the light from the 
Bethlehem manger we celebrated at Christmas. We can look ahead 
to the light shining from the adult Jesus through His teaching and 
healing. Here in these hidden years, we can celebrate the light of 
wisdom and divine favour, as Luke calls them, shining on the face 
of the child Jesus. We pray for that light to guide us through this 
New Year. When the way ahead may look dark and uncertain, let 
us pray that God’s light will make clear the path ahead. 
 
The graphic is a faithful photographic reproduction of a two-
dimensional, public domain work of art.  It can be found at: 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
File:Georges_de_La_Tour._St._Joseph,_the_Carpenter.JPG 

… written by Dr Ruth M Bancewicz, Church Engagement Director at The 
Faraday Institute for Science and Religion in Cambridge.  
 

A Scientist’s Letter to the UK Church:                           

Power, love and self-control 
 
I want to share a message of hope that Christians in the sciences 
around the world can bring to the church. Dr Francis Collins, who 
leads medical research in the US, spoke earlier in the pandemic 
about his faith and his hope in God to help us through this time. 
He expressed the grief that so many are experiencing, described 
an intensity of scientific work he has never experienced before, 
and shared his conviction that he is in exactly the right place just 
now - serving God with science. He is holding on tight to the words 
of Paul in 2 Timothy 1:7, ‘for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of 
power and love and self-control.’  
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The Fourth Gift 
 
The fourth gift they had was 
Wisdom, 
The one they needed for themselves 
And the world. 
 
Wisdom 
To leave the familiar 
In search of a new security 
More precious than the gifts they gave. 
 
Wisdom 
To discover, in the starlit child, 
A significance above 
Gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
 
Wisdom 
And the eyes of faith 
To receive God’s showing 
Of His Son. 
 
The gifts we read about 
Were three, 
But the fourth gift they had was 
Wisdom. 
 
By Daphne Kitching 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Georges_de_La_Tour._St._Joseph,_the_Carpenter.JPG
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Georges_de_La_Tour._St._Joseph,_the_Carpenter.JPG
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Here, Canon Paul Hardingham considers the disappointment of life going 
wrong. 

Overcoming disappointment 
 
‘We must accept finite disappointment, but never lose infinite 
hope.’ (Martin Luther King, Jr). 
 
During this current pandemic, one of the dominant emotions is 
disappointment. It comes out of our expectations of life, even as 
people of faith. The lifestory that we adopt for ourselves is that life 
should be long and healthy; we can become anything we want, 
and we have perfect families, homes, holidays and retirement! No 
wonder we’re disappointed when things don’t work out like this, 
especially during the pandemic. 
 
Jesus tells the story of a wealthy farmer, living the good life (Luke: 
12:13-21), when God says: 'You fool! This very night your life will 
be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared 
for yourself?' It’s a very modern story, as this farmer’s expecta-
tions of the future took no account of death or God. Like death, 
there are unexpected moments that interrupt our life story, includ-
ing illness, redundancy, divorce, or the pandemic.  
 
If we pay more attention to how Covid upsets us, we can discern 
where we have set our hearts. What lifestory are we really living 
for? What are our expectations for work, family and friends, 
health, God or church?  
 
At the end of His parable, Jesus offers this challenge: ‘This is how 
it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not 
rich toward God.’ (21). At the beginning of a New Year, are we 
ready to align our story more to God’s story for us? Reflect on Je-
sus’ parable, asking how God can be at the heart of our life story. 
 
What words would we like to see written on our gravestone when 
we die, describing the way that we’ve lived our life? With God’s 
help, those words can reflect our life today! 
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Power 
In 2 Timothy the apostle Paul encourages his friend to ‘fan into 
flame the gift of God’ that is in him. I am thankful that scientists 
like Francis are using their own particular talents to understand 
this virus, and to help prevent or treat infection. The things they 
discover are not just useful, but at times they can also display the 
beauty and wonder of God’s creation. 
 
Love 
A scientist shows their love for God, for people and for the rest of 
creation through their work in the lab. One scientist described his 
experiences to me: “I study God’s fingerprints in His creation to 
learn more of Him and the world He placed us in and to learn how 
we should take care of it and each other…I pray for inspiration and 
insight into how His creation works…and that He provides the op-
portunities to give the glory to Him.” 
 
Self-Control 
It is largely our own and others’ selfish actions that can turn one 
animal’s friendly virus into our own species’ personal nightmare. 
Thankfully Jesus’ suffering, death and resurrection are the solution 
to evil. Our ultimate and certain hope is that one day all Creation 
will be renewed. We can also have hope for today, that God is with 
us in our suffering. When we respond in positive ways to painful 
events, that is evidence that Jesus is alive and working in our 
lives.  
 
Science will not solve all our problems, but with God’s help and 
wisdom we can use the tools of science to serve him and love oth-
ers. Let’s pray together for the strength to cope, and for an end to 
this pandemic.  

A Few QUOTES looking forward to 2021 :  

 
The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord,                                      

and he delights in His way. -Psalm 37:23 
 

In all your ways acknowledge Him,                                                           
and He shall direct your paths. - Proverbs 3:6 

 
Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God.                        

- Corrie ten Boom 
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Watch and listen on YouTube to the  
various videos produced for our diocese. 

               THE DIOCESE OF HEREFORD       January 2021  

   In the introduction to a diocesan history, written in 1888, the au-
thor speaks of Hereford diocese and its characteristics. He says 
that, while it may not be as ‘grand’ as some and small in popula-
tion, it nevertheless ‘is expressed to us in the notion of a family ra-
ther than of a great community.’ The writer goes on to speak of 
our diocese as one ‘containing elements more amenable to kindly 
personal influence and more favourable to individual direction of 
character’. 
In many ways, those words written all those years ago, still hold 
true today.  
 

   We are a family and I’ve always been conscious of that through-
out my almost nineteen years as dean. We’ve tried to emphasise 
the role of the cathedral as ‘Mother Church’ and one of my great 
joys has been to see the cathedral shared by the parishes of the 
diocese: 

 
 pilgrim walks, culminating at the shrine of St Thomas. 
And perhaps my greatest joy has been to see the Order of St Ethel-
bert established. In the four years of its existence, over 100 people 
from the diocese have been honoured at a special service in the 
cathedral –wonderful examples of Christian ministry whose service 
so deserves to be recognised and celebrated. We weren’t able to 
hold the ceremony in 2020, but God willing, 2021 will see its re-
sumption. 
 

    Apart from these events, welcoming communities to the cathe-
dral, it has been a great joy for me to preach in churches through-
out the diocese. My last such visit, before the March lockdown was 
to Holy Trinity, Much Wenlock where we celebrated their saint, Mil-

 regular deanery visits for service and supper in College Hall. 

 regular curate training days, introducing our clergy to the life of the 
cathedral. 

 big diocesan events – ordinations, Thy Kingdom Come. 

From the Dean of Hereford Cathedral,                                           
the Very Rev. Michael Tavinor 

 9 

Lester Amann considers the visit of the Wise Men. 
 

Where do we go from here? 
 
Perhaps this was a question the Wise Men asked after seeing the 
infant Jesus. They had come from a distant land to Jerusalem. 
They had followed a star and expected to see a royal child. Now in 
Bethlehem, they saw things differently. No doubt, Mary and Joseph 
shared with these men their recent experiences and knew God was 
with them. Now the Magi had to have eyes of faith to recognise 
that this child was God in the flesh. 
 
On 6th January many churches will celebrate Epiphany. On this day 
we remember the Eastern Men bringing their gifts to Jesus. The 
word ‘epiphany’ describes their ‘revelation’ or ‘insight’ that this was 
no ordinary baby. Who could they tell? Not King Herod. They had a 
dream warning them to return home a different way. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Their return to familiar surroundings was going to be different. 
They couldn’t be silent about what they had experienced. Their 
lives were now changed. On returning home they faced new cir-
cumstances and challenges. 
 
Doesn’t this sound a bit familiar to us today? The Covid-19 pan-
demic has affected all of us in one way or another. Where do we 
go from here? We have celebrated our Lord’s birth, but now we are 
returning to our previous activities. The festive break is over, and 
we are returning to changed, very difficult circumstances.  
 
We go into a New Year that is so different from this time last year. 
While we might be downcast with all the upsets around us, there is 
one thing that has not changed. 
 
It is almighty God! He is our rock. We can look to Him in this world 
of confusion and uncertainty. Perhaps, from now on, we shall be 
worshipping and serving Him in different ways. So, with the chal-
lenges that lie ahead, let’s continually seek His guidance. 
 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own un-
derstanding…and He will make your paths straight. (Proverbs 3:5-6)      
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Looking at GOD 

Canon Paul Hardingham finds the wise men’s gifts to be of help to us now. 
 

Epiphany for today 
 
This month we celebrate Epiphany, when we remember the Magi 
from the East who followed a star to find the baby Jesus: ‘Where is 
the one who has been born king of the Jews?’ (Matthew 2:1).  
 
At the start of a New Year, amid the uncertainty of the pandemic, 
are we asking the same question? The gifts they offered show us 
how we can find Him in the uncertainty of the coming year: ‘they 
bowed down and worshipped Him…and presented Him with gifts of 
gold, frankincense and myrrh.’ (2:11). 
 
The gift of gold reflects that the Magi saw in the baby a king, des-
tined to rule over us all. In this coming year we need to remember 
that Jesus is on the throne, the seat of power and authority in the 
whole universe. Will we crown Him king of our lives and dedicate all 
that we are and do to Him? 
 
The gift of frankincense reflects that the visitors saw not just an 
earthly king, but God in human flesh. Incense symbolises the pray-
ers of God’s people and so this gift reminds us that God is worthy 
of our worship and prayer. Will we offer our praise and prayer, as 
we seek God to guide us through the uncertainties of this time? 
 
The gift of myrrh reflects that these astrologers saw beyond the 
baby’s birth and life, to His death which would secure life for all. 
Jesus was offered myrrh on the cross and was a spice used in His 
tomb. As we face the sufferings of this New Year, we can be confi-
dent that Jesus knows and understands our experience. Are we 
ready to trust Him? 
 
‘Glorious now behold Him arise, King and God and Sacrifice! Heav’n 
sings Hallelujah: Hallelujah the earth replies.’ (‘We Three Kings’). 
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burga. 
Rather more enjoyable than my sermons (at least to me!) are my 
‘Dean’s Delight’ evenings, where I’ve brought to parishes and 
deaneries an evening of music, singing, poetry and generally 
‘larking about’. It’s my honest opinion that we often see more of 
God in humour than we realise. And so often, these ‘one- man 
band’ musical evenings have enabled parishes to raise valuable 
funds. I looked through my list of such evenings the other day and 
found – Cradley, Ledbury, Eastnor, Ross, Much Wenlock, Alber-
bury, Cound, Acton Scott, Rushbury, and many others. At these, 
and so many places, I found wonderful, warm, caring communities 
– communities who loved their church buildings and the people 
who came to them. 
 

   Yes, indeed, it is the ‘family’ of our diocese that I shall remem-
ber so well – and I shall continue to give thanks for the privilege of 
being part of our story and pilgrimage together. 
 

   But I’m not quite leaving the diocese! My retirement home will 
be in Presteigne, a place I’ve always loved and of course, one of 
the 15 Welsh parishes which chose to stay in the Church of Eng-
land at Disestablishment 100 years ago. So I shall be retiring to a 
different country but remaining in the same diocese – there’s the 
strange and quirky nature of the Church of England! 
Thank you all – parish clergy, College of Canons, wardens, congre-
gations - for the wonderful way you’ve supported the cathedral 
and its dean. I wish you every happiness and success in the future 
as we work together to make Our Lord known and loved among 
us. 

God bless you all 

Michael  

A prayer by Karl Barth (1886 – 1968).  a prominent Protestant theologian 
who spent much of his life resisting the Nazi movement, so knew a thing 
or two about entering a New Year undaunted by troubles all around him.   
 

O Lord, our Father! At the turn of the year… our hearts are filled with 
sombre thoughts… our ears are deafened by the voices of the radio and 
the newspapers, with their numerous predictions for the coming year. 
Instead we want to hear Your word, Your voice, Your assurance, Your 

guidance.  We know that You are in our midst, and are eager to give us 
all that we need, whether we ask or not. 

 

…We ask for one thing only: that you collect our scattered thoughts, get-
ting rid of the confused and defiant thoughts that may distract us, and 
thus enable us to concentrate on your limitless generosity to us.  You 

were abundantly generous to us last year, and will be no less generous to 
us next year, and in every year to come.  Fill us with gratitude to you. 
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Deanery of Pontesbury 

DEANERY NEWS 

Rural Dean: The Revd Bill Rowell 
telephone:  01938 552064   •   email:  wkrowell@btinternet.com 

All kinds of people make predictions at the start of a new year. 
Some claim some kind of second sight or divine foreknowledge, 
others claim expertise in the field of - say - politics, economics,  
science and technology, or maybe meteorology. And while some 
may get it more right (or less wrong) than others, I wouldn’t want 
to try my hand at predicting the events of this particular New Year. 
 

     For who knows what lies ahead for us? There is a shimmer of 
light at the end of the Covid tunnel, but a fair way to go yet before 
we can really feel safe, and even then, what will the new normal 
really be like? Add Brexit into the mix, and any economic and em-
ployment forecast has got to be at best highly provisional. On the 
other side of the pond, a new president takes office on 20th of this 
month, but as I wrote these words an estimated 88% of Trump 
voters were persisting in their belief - or his belief - that the elec-
tion was stolen from him, and that does not bode well for the     
future of what is supposed to be the world’s leading democratic  
nation. 
 

     At the time when the people of Israel were being deported to   
Babylon, the prophet Jeremiah had these words of God for them 
(Jer 29.5-6) “Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat 
the produce; marry wives and raise families . . .” In other words, 
when the road is rough, keep going, persevere, and don’t give up. 
When times are uncertain and the way ahead is unclear, the Lord 
is still the Lord, and those with faith must continue in faith. 
 

     New Year’s Day is in the Church calendar, being the eighth day  
after the birth of Christ, the feast of the Naming and Circumcision 
of Jesus. And for the Church everywhere, as one of the strangest 
years we have known comes to its close and is replaced with      
another that might well be just as difficult, just as challenging,  
certainly just as hard to predict, we shall go forward by taking as 
our own the name of Jesus. In our praise and prayer, and in our 
witness and service, our task in this as in every New Year is to pro-
claim his kingdom, to share his love, and to be lights against the 

Thought for the Month. 
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Look who’s coming to St. George’s … 

Revd. Greg Smith: our new Rector 

Greg and Fran in the centre,                                            
with their son, daughter-in-law and grandson. 
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and raising spirits. Not to mention “social media”: more than ever, 
this is a means of getting across our messages and receiving feed-
back.  All this electronic communication will continue, no matter 
how “normal” life returns to.            
 
We are blessed with a strong team of “do-ers”. Well, we knew this 
anyway – but thank goodness, all the same. Two years of Inter-
regnum taught us how to sail the ship without a captain and with 
minimal assistance from Hereford. Throughout 2020, we relied on 
the support of retired clergy to maintain regular Sunday worship, 
both in church and on-line. It’s clear to us and – we hope – to the 
Diocese, that we cannot function without these good people. And 
we leant on hard-pressed active neighbouring ministers as well, 
not least our Rural Dean to cover some services and events. But 
most of all, it’s been the time and efforts of our own Lay people 
that have kept us going. All those services, the on-line presence, 
the big fund-raising events, the phone calls and chats, and lots 
more, happened because of them. And we have gained some new 
volunteers. Thank you all!          
 
So what of this New Year? Everything to play for, surely!  At last, 
we have a Rector and we will soon be welcoming Revd. Greg 
Smith to his new home at the Deanery (see page 7). We will get to 
know each other and in time, Greg will lead us to do existing 
things better and to try new ways of mission to reach all in our 
growing community. We must accept that we cannot have him to 
ourselves and that we must share his time with the parishes in the 
Stiperstones Group – a challenge that we face and will rise to. For 
Greg to make the difference that he’s here for, we must give him 
all the support he needs. I’m really looking forward to what all this 
will bring to St. George’s. Then there’s the prospect of overcoming 
the Covid infection as more and more of us receive our vaccina-
tions.  
 
Life will never be quite the same again but it would be good to be 
able to join in when our choir sings hymns, to shake hands and 
have lots of hugs, to host marriages, experience freedom of meet-
ing who we want, where and when we want – and lots more. As 
Joni Mitchell says: “You don’t know what you’ve got ‘til it’s gone”. 
After 2020, now, we do.     
 

Allen Marsden, Churchwarden 
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many darknesses of our world. 
 

     Who knows what lies ahead for us? I’m as ready to mistrust 
the predictions of those who claim religious insight as any other 
teller of the future, as I peer into the mists of 2021. But the God 
we worship is the Lord of all that is created, the Lord also of all 
time and eternity.  
 

     We cannot know what lies ahead, but we can know that God 
knows, and if we are living and persevering in faith, then we are 
travelling both with him and towards him. In the words of St Pat-
rick’s breastplate, “Christ be with me, Christ within me, Christ be-
hind me, Christ before me, Christ beside me, Christ to win me, 
Christ to comfort and restore me.” 

 
May you know his blessing this new Year of Our Lord.                   

Bill Rowell  

High Days and Holy Days 

1st January  The naming of Jesus 
 
Matthew and Luke tell how the angel instructed that Mary’s baby 
was to be named Jesus - a common name meaning ‘saviour’. The 
Church recalls the naming of Jesus on 1stJanuary - eight days after 
25thDecember (by the Jewish way of reckoning days).  In Jewish 
tradition, the male babies were circumcised and named on their 
eighth day of life. 
 
For early Christians, the name of Jesus held a special significance. 
In Jewish tradition, names expressed aspects of personality. Jesus’ 
name permeated His ministry, and it does so today: we are bap-
tised in the name of Jesus (Acts 2:38), we are justified through 
the name of Jesus (1 Cor 6:11); and God the Father has given Je-
sus a name above all others (Phil 2:9). All Christian prayer is 
through ‘Jesus Christ our Lord’, and it is ‘at the name of Jesus’ 
that one day every knee shall bow. 
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To place an advertisement in this magazine, please email:                                        

stgsmagazine @googlemail.com         or phone: Marion Elliott 01743 792256 
Disclaimer: each advert in this magazine has been devised by the advertiser in question. 

St. George’s church accepts no responsibility for the standard or quality of goods and ser-

vices provided. St. George’s church accepts no liability for any loss or damage arising from 

acceptance of any advertised trading. 

 

The name Jesus is a transliteration of a name 
that occurs in several languages. It is of He-
brew origin, ‘Yehosua’, or Joshua. There is also 
the Hebrew-Aramaic form, ‘Yesua’. In Greek, it 
became ‘ Ἰ ησοῦ ς’ (Iēsoûs), and in Latin it be-
came ‘Iesus’.     
 
The meaning of the name is ‘Yahweh delivers’ 
or ‘Yahweh rescues’, or ‘Yahweh is salvation’. 
No wonder the angel Gabriel in Luke (1:26-33) 

told Mary to name her baby Jesus: “because He will save His peo-
ple from their sins.”   
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2021: A Fresh Start 

 
For a few days around the turn of the year, it’s traditional to take 
stock of the past twelve months and to look forward to the next 
twelve. Well: I’m glad to put 2020 behind me. The Covid infection 
has marked all our lives. For some, there’s been tragic and perma-
nent damage, the worse for being largely unforeseen and often ar-
bitrary. For pupils and students, obtaining qualifications - and their 
value – have become a serious worry. For many, Christmas has 
been special for all the wrong reasons. And looking back, 2020 has 
taught me some lessons.  
 
The current administration in Westminster does not trust Chris-
tians. Apparently, we cannot conduct ourselves properly when 
worshipping, marrying or remembering our dead. For many weeks, 
regular services were banned - and may be again. The small num-
ber allowed to attend a wedding renders the ceremony pointless 
for many couples. Limits on funeral attendance seem equally cruel. 
It’s small consolation that other religions have to abide by the 
same constraints. 
 
St. George’s likes a challenge. By mid-March, we had closed the 
shop: no services, clubs, meetings, catering or just about anything 
“until further notice”. So we went on-line to keep in touch, and 
picked up the phone to reach those not on-line. Every week, we 
posted readings, prayers, sermons, intercessions, notices and 
news in the form of an expanded weekly Bulletin along with an 
equally expanded St.George’s Magazine. Then in June, the govern-
ment allowed “Private Prayer” in churches and within days, we set 
up twice-weekly Covid-safe sessions for this. Towards Christmas, 
we ran two highly successful and much-needed fund-raising 
events: “Steps to Bethlehem” from November, and in December 
with Pontesbury Public Library, “Light up Pontesbury”.  And 
throughout the year, we provided a live service of worship in St. 
George’s on every Sunday that we were allowed to.   
 
Being “on-line” is vital. Our website became our new “front of 
house” for everyone.  Notices after services moved to our website, 
along with the weekly Bulletin, the monthly Magazine (both in ex-
panded form). We used “Zoom” to hold our APCM and continue to 
use it for meetings and for sharing regular Sunday worship provid-
ed in the Deanery. E-mails are more useful as ever: a growing 
group receive a message every few days, keeping us up to date 
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If you are unable to join our services, you 
may like to enjoy this month’s                               

Bible readings at home. 

Date Time Services Readings 

3rd January  
Epiphany 
Sunday 

10.30am Holy                          
Communion  

Isaiah 60: 1-6 
Ephesians 3: 1-12 
Matthew 2:  1-12 

10th January 
The Baptism 
of Christ  

10.30am Holy                           
Communion                 
by Extension 

Genesis 1: 1-5 
Acts 19: 1-7 
Mark 1: 4-11 

17th January 
The Second 
Sunday of 
Epiphany  
 

10.30am Morning                    
Worship 

1 Samuel 3: 1-10 
Revelation 5: 1-10 
John 1: 43-end 

24th January 
The Third 
Sunday of 
Epiphany 
 

10.30am Holy                       
Communion             
by Extension 

Genesis 14: 17-20 
Revelation 19: 6-10 
John 2: 1-11 

31st January 
Presentation 
Sunday - 
Candlemas  
 

10.30am Morning                 
Worship 

Malachi 3:  1-5 
Hebrews 2: 14 – end 
Luke 2: 22 - 40 

Services and Readings  

for this MONTH 

Please be aware that in the current 
situation it may not be possible to hold 

some of these services.                
Watch for notices outside the Church. 
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Under normal  
circumstances 

Pontesbury WI 
meets  on  

the second Monday of each 
month (except August),                      

at 2.00pm                                        
in Pontesbury Public Hall.     

 
New members are always 

welcome. 
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HIGNETTS OF 
PONTESBURY LTD. 

Established 1919 
Butchers * Bakers 

Greengrocers * Flowers * Fish 
tel: 01743 790228 

SUZANNE 
CLASSIC HAIR 

 
Main Road, Pontesbury 

 
Tel: 01743 791186 

 

PONTESBURY  
PHARMACY 

 
Dispensing Chemist 

 
Your  

Local Community Chemist 
 

“ASK YOUR PHARMACIST” 
 

Your health is our concern 
Our aim is your satisfaction 

 
01734 790273 
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Comments from the Cabin 

 
                WHERE EVERYONE MATTERS 

 
 I write this in December as we leave our second national 
lockdown because of coronavirus. 2020 has been a very strange 
year especially for those of us who have been advised to shield. It 
will be the first Christmas when it will be just the three of us! 
However, as we look towards 2021, there are some hopeful things 
to look forward. There are the various vaccines that should enable 
us to return to a more normal life and where everyone can wor-
ship in Church again if they wish to do so – on Sundays and for 
Weddings, Funerals and Baptisms.  
 We are also looking forward to the arrival of our new Rector: 
Greg Smith. This will be a new chapter in the life of the parish and 
for our working with the Stiperstones Group of Parishes. However, 
we cannot expect the impossible from him. After all, just a few 
years ago, Margaret, Giles and Max were jointly doing the job he 
is now expected to do! 
 As well as the coronavirus, the early part of the year also 
saw two important protest movements: “Extinction Rebellion” and 
“Black Lives Matter”. Concern for our planet is a concern for eve-
ryone who lives on it now and in the future. Those of us, who have 
been watching the Small Axe films on the BBC, will appreciate the 
colour prejudice that existed in the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s. And 
it still exists today to some extent. We have also lamented every 
life that has been lost to coronavirus over the months. 
 As many of you know, I was Rector of Wem (and Lee Brock-
hurst) before I was forced to retire on health grounds. On my first 
visit to St Peter’s C.E. School, I noticed the banner statement: 
“Where Everyone Matters”. I quickly appropriated it for St Peter 
and St Paul’s Church, not least because I felt there were members 
of the congregation who were not valued. Soon, the Town Council 
was using it. Not many places have a name of only three letters. 
And it was a bonus that something significant could be made out 
of them. Using Pontesbury in the same way would be a challenge! 
 Everyone matters because God loves everyone and he sent 
Jesus for everyone. How can we express this sentiment in our dai-
ly lives? Perhaps it is something we should strive towards post-
Coronavirus in 2021. 

 

Yours ever in Christ, 
Christopher Cooke 
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Rector & Curate 
    Positions currently vacant 
Reader Emeritus 

Mrs Dorothy Headland  790565 
Churchwardens 
 Mr Allen Marsden             791822 

Mrs Mary Worrall             791069 
Assistant Churchwardens 

Mrs Helen McCall 790296 
                 mobile 07985 312192 
Mrs Heather Ryder  790359 

Treasurer 
Mr Gerald Worrall 791069 

PCC Secretary 
Mrs Valerie Butterworth 790587 

West End Room Booking 
Contact Mrs Mary Worrall 791069 

Organist & Choirmaster 
 Position currently vacant 
Friday Club 

Mrs Mary Worrall 791069 

Little Dragons 
Mrs Valerie Butterworth 790587 

Mothers’ Union 
Mrs Marion Elliott 792256 

Prayer Chain Coordinator 
Mrs Mary Worrall             791069 

Parish Visitors Team 
Mrs Marion Elliott              792256 

Bell Tower Officers 
Captain: Mrs Sheila Bower 790294 

Website 
Mr Richard Elliott 792256 

    webmaster@st-george.org.uk 
Magazine Editor 

Mrs Sheila Bower 790294 
Advertisements 

Mrs Marion Elliott             792256   
Printing team 

Mrs Carolyn Lewis 860714  
stgsprinting@gmail.com  
 

The Parish of Pontesbury 

Contact details: 

Contributions for St. George’s Magazine should be in by  
the 15th of the previous month.  It may not be possible to include                        

contributions received after this date until the following month. 
 

Send E-mail & attachments to stgsmagazine@googlemail.com 
Please post handwritten articles to Ford Place, The Bank, Pontesbury Hill, SY5 0XX. 

 
Website: www.st-george.org.uk 

 

Items for inclusion in the Deanery News to be submitted by 10th of previous month to 
Alison Bebb - Keepers Cottage, Cruckmeole, Shrewsbury, SY5 8JN 

  Telephone: 01743 860158                         email: alisonbebb5@gmail.com 

QUOTE: 
Christ is the great central fact in the world’s history. To Him  
everything looks forward or backward. All the lines of history 

converge upon Him. All the great purposes of God culminate in 
Him. The great and most momentous fact which the history of 
the world records is the fact of His birth. - Charles H Spurgeon 
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PHIL GRIFFITHS 
Local Plumber 

 
Tap Replacement  

and Plumbing Repairs Undertaken. 
New Taps Supplied and Fitted. 

Full Range available. 
Established 35 years.  

 
Tel: 01743 790046 

Mobile : 07970 010148 

   

January 2021 

St. George’s Pontesbury 
 

Magazine 50p 


